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SHAKER VILIAGE WORX GROUP publishes this book of songs
in fulfilling its purpose to make known the culture and
history of the Shaker pepple. Located at the Mt. Leb-
anon Shaker community, where many of the songs in this
book had their origin, the project is now operated as
a summer activity of teen-age boys and girls who desire
enriching experiences in fruitful work, group living,
and recreaztional interests. In its program, much in—
spirstion is drawn from the integrity of work and crafts-
manship which was fundamentzl to the Shaker folk cultures

For information concerning its teen-azge project:
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Post Office Box 1149,
Pittsfield, Masse
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INTRODUCTION

This book is & collection eof ?ompafatively Tittle known songs
which reflecf the beautiful simplicity and ideals of the Shakerse.
These songs were an important part of their religion, culture and
recreation. Shaker life in its entirety was one of communszl Iifes
Thus the éongs were used =s an expression of re ligious fervor by
the community and an offering to God rather than for art's sakea
They started writing their songs, using the conventional form of
notation, but later abandoned it in favor of one they originated,
using the letters of the slphabet. They felt that in this way, it
was simpler for their people to read musics B ecause of the import-
ance of music in their religion, they wanted everyone to have the
ability to join in singing. A1l of the songs in this book were
transcribed by teenagers at Shaker Village from original Shaker
manuscripts written in letteral notation., On page é»is a repro;
duction of a page of one such books Since their life was without
worldly pleasures, they found great emotional release in their
singing servicese Except in the case of "Standing Songs" the
singing was accompanied by movement ranging from calm to violent.
Also included in the services were "gifts™ in which believers
would jump, hop, whirl or receive songs, some in anknown! tongurese
(See pages 9 and 37) The most violent of the "Gifts" was that of
shaking, from which the sect got the name by which it is commonly
known. Sensuous elements not found in their daily lives were ex-

pressed in the many songs which mention food, wine and Jewelry.
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The Shakers left behind them & large céllection of somgs some
of which were drawn from the folk and classical secular music of
that period, but the most fascinating of these songs were created
in the heat of religious inspiration.

Since these "visionary" songs were created by people with little
musical khowledge, the melodic struc%ure tended to be unconventional »
Veny of thése visions cdme to the Shakers in shrange imaginary ton-
Bues shppoeadly many races and peoples.

Algo included in the collection are hymms, songs for dancing and
mafchingg songs of humility ("low") songs, and gestural songs.

The prepetation and printing of this book was done at Shaker
Village Work Group by four two week workshops of eight teenagers
each, lead by one Staff Member, Gerald Marks, with one villager,
Williem Epstein; acting as "specialish", gtaying with the workshop
for the entire summer in order to gain experience in planning and
leadership.,

There is also availabke, in conjunction with this songbook, a
ten inch long=playing record that has on one side fourteen Shaker
songs by a chorus of Shaker Villagers. The other side includes an
interview with Brother Rieardo Belden, the second t6 last male “Shakdr
to diev Brother Ricardo tells of lifo ms a Shaker and of Shaker
singing serwimes, as he remembers them from his youth, and he sings
one song., This is the only recording by a member of the Shakers
fhat iz now available to the general publdn Tt ran be ordered through

Shaker Village Work Group.
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Above iz a page from a Sheker Music Book showing two songs

in letteral notation. To ftranseribe the song into wmodern
notation bear in mind the following: 1.) the time gignature
is not 3/2, the 3 iz @ tempo indication and the 2 tells you
that the basic m;sg is in 2, 2.) the letters from & to G
are written ¢» v & ¢ € 3 & 3,)letters with nothing surround-
ing them are quarier notes, with one line over ars

eighth notes, with & dot after ave dotled guarters, etlc..
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THE DANCE,

In the above cut, taken from an 1857 issue of Harper's New

Venthly Mecamine, one of the characteristic Shaker marching
meverents is veferred to as dance. -

BIHABRER COBTEME™

This cut shows the various costumes of the Shekers at
home and abroad. Figures 1 and 7 show the worship cos-
tume of & man and womeng FPigure 2, that of a field and
shop lsborers Figure 3,em Elder; Fipures 4 and 5, travel-
ing costume: and Figure €, a half-dress costume,
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COME TO ZION
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Lay your cares U=-pon the altar where true healing may be found,
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A1l who will miy come & share the glories of this ju - bi - lee.|
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I WILL BCW AND BE SIMPIE
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T WILL PRAISE THE LORD
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MY SOUL LOVES TO WALK IN THE VALLEY
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MY SOUL LOVES TO WALK IN THE VALLEY (cont.)
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BE NOT AFRAID
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LeT MY THANKFULNESS NeVer ChasE TO FLOw
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LIVING HOULS, LETS BE- MARCHING
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LOVING WORDS (cont.)
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When the careg of Life are nany

&nd its burdens heavy prow

For the cnes who walk beside Yeou
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THE VOICE OF GOD
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THE BELIEVERS' FAREWELL
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Now from our breth-ren and our sis - ters, God has
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2. And now in parting with our Mother, the tears of love flow from our eyes;
And parting with our loving brethren, to Heav'n we raise our mourn-
ful cries. '
And now our Mother speaks most loving, O my children weep no more;
Since God, in Christ our Blessed savior, Has opened an effectual door.

3« And now we go in joy and comfort, Trusting in the Lord alone,
Till we arrive unto our brethren, Who to Ohio now are gone.
And now our blessed loving brethren, Do prey for us, while on the way;
That the almighty Lord of Glory, May us protect by night and day,.

Learned at this place, in or about the year 1808; composed by
some of the company of Brethren and sisters who went from New
Lebanon(N.Y.) to Ohic A.D. 1806,
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LOOK UP THROUGH THE CILOUDS (cont.)
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MOTHER ANN'!S CLOSET
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MOTHER ANN'S CDDSET (CON'T)
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SCOUR AND SCRUB

p

Du33

E?_ﬂ%; o Ig - o) o v A e / : Ty
T ; i 4 1 —r P 4 =
=3 e - e ommet et L) (o efee)
\} ‘ g % >
Bow down low, bow down low, wash wash, clean
s ’ ) 9 )
Lo Y R ey ¥ L x, i T i h
rjf'r 1: } g o Y o A Fr e 1
4 i T I e 23Te "'. % ﬁ; 3 ::j 3 "! 'ﬁ
i 1{“’ " ¥ Y ; o

s
clean, clean, clean, Scour and scrub, scour &
l%‘ o e = , e - )
|i§ﬁ' e o o o o s ~ s Z
R - . ke s 2
v
scrub From This Floor The Stains of sine

/7
44
4




HOP UP AND JUMP UP
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Here 1is Love Flowing round catch it as you
u?_ f 3 ? ﬂm {ﬁ- E .l‘__._--ﬁ:"—:i‘
2 e e R T e i P e
whirl round Reach up & Reach Down, Here It is
;{; i
Q_Pﬁ-ﬁ ;‘%—- ] 2 }
,mirf =t 5
211 round.




| 'i | ' I

[ -

A A R

Pe35
NEW YEARS GREETINGS
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gather-ed here, And we'll tell you of the morn-ing
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of the glor-ious day thats dawn-ing, of the new and

com~ing year.

2+ Clean ghall be our future pages
Stamped upon ourr memories clear
Free form sin and void of sadness
Fraught with joy and full of gladness
Record of the coming year.

30 And we'll touch the muse to waken
Those who are to us so dear
Wishing all a happy morning
Happy weeks and menths are dawning
And with all a happy year,
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THE FIELD OF LABOR
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Canterbury, N. H,
1859
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GATHER LOVE
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Composed at Fleasent Hill, N.¥,

Febe 3, 1855,
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I AM LOVED AS I LOVE
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HARK THE BELLS
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cheering way!

Iittle children

skip and play,

Learned of one of the
eastern socleties, in
1827
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LOVE
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THE MIDNIGHT CRY
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neet him,

Learned at Hancock by
Abndn Allen, in the

year 1806; soon after
Brother J, Meachams return
from Chio,
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THE T.AMB'S REVELATION
A .
e /Lf I T oy e, i ? ; = in = ;
[ 7 g & : f 1
A v i I B |25 i i i i : y 1
. = | == g2 g g O—g——
& gy T FILY v
In the lamb's first re=ve=la=tion tho he sought from
He could find no ha-bi-ta-tion; No a- bi- ding
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SHUFFLING TUKNES
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STMPLE GIFTS
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JOY IN ZION
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The Israclites, when they got free, from
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ALL IS CHAQS
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All is cha-os all is dark only in the gos-pel ark
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" to se-cure a home a-bove Vhere A1l is harmony and love.

Canaan
Mt, Lebanon




.

_i ——i "

r

!
el s

<
|

b |
—

|

COME SHAKFR LIFE

Come life, Shaker life,
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Come life eternzle
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Shake shake out of me all that is car-nal.
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I'11 take nim=ble steps, I'1l be a Da-vid.
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