

















This beol is a collection of ccmparitively little

known songs which reflect the beautiful simplicity and
ideals of the bhekers., These songs were an important

part of their religion, culture, and recreation. #&haker
life in the entirety was one of communal life, thus the
songs were ucsed ar an expreesion of religious fervor by the
community and an offering to God rather than for arts

sake, Typical of the earlier meetinge were songs,
unplanned and unorganized, each persom jolning in

spoﬁtaneously according to his own persocnal inspirations.
Innlater years they organized into families with a 1éréé;
following, their singing became more orderliy, unison
singing developed, and the first Shaker:songs were written
down. They started using the conventional form of notation,
but later abandoned it in favor of one théy originated
using the letters of the alphabet. They felt that in this
way, it was simpler for the people to read music.
Because of the importance of music in their relifion,
they wanted everyone to have the ability to join in.
Since their life was without worldiy pleasures, they
found in their songs great emotional release. The
sensuous elements not found in theitr daily were expressed
in the many songs which mention food, wine, and jewelry.

The Shakers left behind them a large collection of
songs some of which were drawn from folk songs and classical

themes of that period. But the most fascinating of these
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songs were written in the heat of a religicus fnsniration,

Since these “vigionary" songe were created by people

with little pusical knowledge, the melodic structure

tended to be viconventional. Many of these visions came
to the Shakere in strange imaginary tongues from all over
the world,
Also included %@ the collection are; hymns, songs
for dancing and marching, songs of humility ("low") songs,
and gestural songe. The violent moitione accompaning the
g;étural songs are resposible fer their name, the Bhakers.
The research, planning, iliustrations, and printing
of this book, was done by the tveca-agers at Shaker Village

Work Camp.
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A PEOPLE CALLED CHRISTIANS
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FOLLOWERS OF

THE LAMB
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HERE'S LOVE AND REJOICING
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JOY IN ZION
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MOTHER ANKN'E SONG
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