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I1I-58 Classify the various communistic
groups which were started during the
period and describe a leading community

of each clase or type.



For the first half of the nineteenth century,
the United States was a testing ground not only for

the American dream but for the Utoplan dream, as

' ‘duoll; ”Th@-nviillbllliy of ralatxrolj'cheap land,

the 1ure of religious froadom, anﬂ Lhe oonlervatlam
of the EurOpean natione 1n which moat of these
experiments had thelr birth were among the factors
contributingrto the establieghment and growth in
America of "utoplas" of all'kinds,

These colonies ranged from emall, sometimes
“ltrnng.. religlous sects to largo movoéonta based
on new sooio-oconomia tneorios. But. while the
'”basia for their foundation varied, most ultimately
' ?urnad for practical reasons to a communist way of
iiving as the best method of economic organization,
although many did not start with this intention.
Many adopted simllar systems of government and
encountered similar problems with those systems.

It is not surprising, then, that mbnt of these
“"utoplas" declinedrgmggggxt the same tima and failed
for simllar reasons.

This paper deals with seven utoplan experiments
whieh are representative of the several types that

flourished: the many Shaker religious cbmmunitlea,
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the Onelda Perfectionist community, the Germen
immigrant communities at Harmony and Zoar, the
Icarian community founded by the Frenchman, ﬁtlenna
aabet.‘gﬁp groups known as Phalanxes, based on the
caoiilithoorie; of another Frenchman, Charles
: Fourier,‘and the intellectual community at Brook
Farm, which later became a FPhalanx. Those whose
methode were adapted by later groups are treated
in detail., -

The Americ¢an utopias can best be-categorized
according to the nature of their goals. .Tho
religlious groups, euch as the 5n$kera-an¢wtho

Onezdists. hnld that ths hishelt developmont of
’mnn is a apiritunl one. Booauae bhny were orgunizad
to foster man's spiritual development, and not to
propagate communism, they were willing to employ
hired labor when necessary. Consequently, they were
better able to adapt to changing economic conditions
and survived longer than the non-religious groups.
The communities at Harmony and Zoar were also
religious, but thelr dootrines were more conventional
than the Shakers' or the Uneldists'. Cabet's Icaria
and the Fourierlistic Phalanxes are examples of
communities based on social and economic principles.
Some gfoups tried to replace soclety's religlous

dogmas with ethical codes, but other were content to
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develop what they sonsidered a superior social and
economic organization and leave religlon to the
individusl.

The compuni ties differed greatly in their
conceptions of their reles in soctety. The Shakers,
Harmony, and Cnelda were exclusive wommunities,
intended to serve only a limited group and not
supposed to be extended as a way of 1ife for current
gociety 2s a whole. Gabet'§ icérin and the wmany
Foﬁribfiatl& fﬁnlanxes, on the other hand, were
designed as experimental or pilot communities to
work out the basie problems of soclalism with the
hopé of becoming protogypes for a universal :
organization. Ironically, the exclusive communlties
were sonorul;y'more succegsful, and lasted aush

longer than the pilot communities.

The Shakers founded the first, theumest
successful, and the longest lasting American utopian
communities. John Humphroj Noyee, founder of the
Oneida Community, acknowledged the debt of all
- American utopian experiments to the Shakers:

It ig no more than bare Juatice to say that
we are indebeted to the Shakers more than to any
or all other soclal architects of modern times.
Their success has been the "specie basis" that

" has upheld all the paper theories, and counter-
acted the faillures, of the French and English
schools. It 1s very doubtful whether Uwenism
or Fourierism would Bmee have existed, or if
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they had, whether they would have moved the

practlical American nation, i1f the facts of

Shakerism had not exifted before them, and

gone along with them.

Yet the Shnkarq bosan as a ral;gipn, not as . a
utopian lOOl;l movement, They adopted communal
11vins forgtrictly practical reasons, then
Juatiried 1t by their religion.

Known- orficially ag the United Socioty of
“Baliavers 1n Christ's second Appearing, thn Shakers
were formed in Bolton and Manchester, England, by
Jane and James Wardley in about 1747. Among the
 Wardley's convictions was the bellef that the
- destruction of the world and Christ's Second Soming
were imminent. Thay also belleved that for tho
looond Soming, Christ would appoar 48 a woman instead
of & man.

In 1758, the Wardleyl were Jjoined by Ann Lee,
a woman in her early twentles. The daughter of a
poor blacksmith, she was bidunk introspective, and
nystical, and gloried in_puniahmani and g;urirlca.
Because she had strange visione and revelations,
she became a dominant part of the Wardley group.

In 1770, she was imprigoned for her beliefe and

starved for two wecsks. Instead of dying, she emerged

* quoted in Ernest autharland Bates, asmerican
...&L&l_'l pe 360.
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in fine condition, .a "miracle" which earned her
the aduiring title of "Mother Ann" smong the Wardley
group and she assumed a posltion of leadership in
the movement. Actually she had been fed milk and
wine through a pipe-stem inserted in the key-hole
in hor cell, but 1t was popularly believed tiat
she had remained allve through divine help.

Supposedly directed by a revelation from heaven,
Mother Ann, her husband, and seven othere came to
America An 1774. Ann remained with her husband for

two yesrs in*ﬁdw ‘York, while the seven others

0 eatabliabod a Shakar sottlement at liskeyuna (later

Watervliet) New !ork. When her hugband degerted her,
ghe rejoinod thn rest of hnr group.

. By 1780 tha sect had begun to attract convertd,
80 that when Mother‘Ann died in 1784, foundations
had been laid for eleven Shaker communities. ‘Hothar'
Ann'ga: auoooeded‘ﬁy Jamee Whitaker, and soon af ter
by “Father" Joseph Meacham, who org;nizo@'thn group
into "fauilles" (groupe of tnirty §o7éﬂe hundred
maﬁbara) gnd developed lother Ann'g mystic faith int.
into a consistent and elaborate system of bellef.

Becauge Mother Ann. had belie@a&gtna;faexuall
intercourse wae the root of ail ;in, thaHShakars
were coumplete célibaies; Her ?dqvacy of celibacy

ie, hbuqver. attributed by most experts to her

¥
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unhappy marriage and the death of her four children..
The Shakere did not, however, wholly cordemn marriage;
they considered it proper for those who had not been
called to the higher spiritual order. Their attitude
is indicated in a conversation between Kother Ann and
a visitor named Daniel wMosely, to whom she sald:
Do not go away and report that we forbid to
marry; ror unless you are able to take up a full
cross, and part with every gratification of the
flesnh, for the Kingdom of God, I would comnssl
you, and all such, to take wives 1n a lawful
‘manner, and cleave to tnem only; and ralee up in
a lawful posterity, and be perpetual servents to
-your families: for of'Ill,lu-truL gratifications
that 1e the least sin. L. ol
The Shakers believed that God is & dual being,
male and female, Jesus representing the male element
and Mother Ann the female element. Man, oroated 1n
| the ‘1mage of God, was originally also of. & dual -
charaoter'but a separation of the auxaa oocurod when
God, at adam g request, coreated Eve. Tney beliaved
‘that 1t is poggible to live a ainla-s lira and tnat.
although there is no reaurroohion af ‘the boay, ‘there
is a.reatoratlon of the npbrlt.

They divided inpfreligieuaﬁhistory of mankind
into.four cycles, each navingwa:separate hpaveh and
hell. The first included the period froil Adam o

o0

B Testimonies of the life, chargcger. relations

and doegriggg of our ever oblegsed sotasy Ann Les,
Hancock, 1810, quoted in Edward: bemlng 4andreve, Ihe

~ ieople valled Shakers, p. 23.
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Noah, the second embraced the Jews untll the arrival
of Jesus, the third extended to the period of Kother
Ann, and the fourth lsg still continuing. It was
during the fourth period that the 3hakers were to
attain complete perfection.
Thelr religious 1deals were expressed in a
celibate life, universal bbotherhcod, complete pacificism
pacificism, separation from the world, and "Ciristian
communism." Formal worship aénsiitod of a series of
songe, mhiéhea. ring danceés, andiithor divbtlonal
exercises. At first the service had no definate
- ,order, but by thell830'e it consisted of ‘a peescribed
order of songs and elaborate dances, It still involved
much emotion, however, as individual worshippers
received "gifts" (divine inspirations) to perform
certain actions, and the entire group joined in. Cne
observer described the climax of a typical meeting:
iAs the singing and  dancing progresses, the
Yorshlppers become wore zealous, than [rantic
with excltement--until nothing but what the "wor
"World" would call dlsorder and confusion reigns.
A8 the excitement increases, 'all order is forgotten,
all unison of parte repuilated, esch singe uisg own
tune, each dancee itis own dance, or leaps, shouts,
and exults with exceeding great Joy--The more
gifted of the Females engage in a kind of whirling
motlion, which tLhey perform with seemingly inoredible
velocity their arms being extended horizontally
and their drsesee blown out like a Ballon all
around thelr persons by c¢entrifugal force occasloned
by the rapidity of thelr wotlion. After performing
From Fifty to One thousand revolutions each, they

elther swoon away and fall into the arms of thelr
Friends, or suddenly come to a stand, with
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apparently little or no dizziness produced.
Sometimes the Worshippers engage in a race
apund the Room, with a sweeping motion of the
fands and Arms, indended to preeent t'hf act
of eweeping the Devil out of the Aoom.

It wae from thie form of worship that the Shakers
vere given thelr popular name. Becauge they were
an-outgéawth drrthé “uakers, they were originally
known asg "Shaking <uakers" but this nanme wau eventually
ghortened to bnnkers. Although tils name was £irst
used mookingly, the Shakers eventually accepted it
and even found Biblical justification for 1t.2
‘While:thelr worshlip sometimes seemed chaotic,
tho &hnkorl uaro generally ord-rly. Bach family was
5orerned by tue Endere and two uldraasea. vho h#d
ohargo of apiritual arraira, and by tuo Dcaconn and
two Deaoonelsae. who had ohnrso of tomporal manuors.
All these offiolals were dirootly'reeponalble to the
cantral miniatry at ew Labanon. iew York. All
members of‘a family usually 1lived in a single house,

Gl S/s#a@ &

[mmaﬁnﬁui$a!ﬁ!iers" (men and women) were
carefully separated. The Killennial Lawg of the

Shakers contain many restrictions on contact between

the sexes, such as #he following:

ey RS- s “‘L'-.:' (T B ', 0‘?3 =af- |
e - 1 ) " ¥ I. Ve L‘-n‘.. ‘ﬂ b . ° B
a E “ .FH " axb B ’\!Wﬁ? P AL o . =1 :
) 3 eg, 1%53, quoted in dawand Deming
3 ¢+ Po 156,
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2. One brotuer and one slster, wust not be
togetner alone, at any time, longer than to do
a short and necessary duty or errand; and must
not have private talk together at all, which
they desire to have unknown to Lhe Elders.
Nelither should brethren and sleters touoh each
other unnecessarily.
Te Bretiren and elstern may not pass eacnh
other on the stairs.
8. DBrethren and slsters way not snake hands.
together.
35, Sisters must not wend, nor set buttons on
brethreri's ¢lothes, while they have them on.

+ . 19+ None should eit crosaslegged nor in any

°  awkard posture, in the time of any meeting for
worship; and in union, or singing meeting there
‘should beé at least five feet distance, between
the seats of brethren and siutera.'whan there
is eufricient room to. admit of it.
23.. Brethren's and sister's shope, should not

~ be. under one ind ‘the . aamo roof, axcupt thnao of

: At the rdiigfoué“dbrViﬁddi”bftthron ah;“aiiberl sat

on opposite sides of ‘the room and dnnoad in ueparate

 1ines which did not’intersingle: -

‘ In aontrnut to the outside world, Wwomen in the
Shaker oommunitias had as much say 1n tnu organlaation

and management of the familiea as tiie men. Thie

equality appealed to women,_so tnnb taey nearly always

outnumbered tae men in the Shaker communlities two to

one and sometimesa by a wuch larger ratioia

;ﬂa"'" B o s 38 bY FM
Jogeph .leac g - ght, New ~Lebanon,
1821, reviaed l 5 by the uinletry and Elderes, quoted
in Andrews, | Feop shakerg, ps 2006-Ti

2

© Bates, op. git., D+ 364,
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The Shakers were divided intc three classes

or orders. The Novitiﬁta, or lowest order, coneisted

of aommunicants'af the church,who residsd outelde of — /-
the soclety and mansged thelr own temporal concerns.
The Juniors were probational members, who resided
within the society and gave up. their gméividual
property, but who could return to tppfﬁorld and
recéQer th@lr‘prﬁferty at any time. The Senlors, or
' Church Order, nonaintod of members who had absolutely
parted wlth thelr proparty &nd 1rrevocab1y devoted
‘themselves to the service of the Shaker church.

Their lives were carefully regulated. BSooks,
qxecpt for the Bible and 11taratura oognnto to 1t,
were forbidden, as were piﬂturee, and anythins decor-
'ative or ausseative or ornamentation. Inatrumontal
muaic wae; in sonerall grounad upon.

But the Shakers were not. as ia orten believed,

- an unbappy people. They maneged to put great enthusiasm
into thelr vork and developed an excellent reputation
for good work and honest dealing. Through most of

thelr history their oommuﬂlties:were not just self-
supporting, but actually profitable. Their principal
industries were the ralsing of garden seeds and
medicinal herbs, although they also engaged in several
pechanical induetriee, such as manufacturing brooms,

ogﬂira, and tinware. Ghakere are credited with having ;7Zie*‘
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invented the corn broom, tongue-and groove machinery,
cut nalls, Babbitt-metal, an improved washing-machine,
an improved lathe, & pea-sgheller, and, moest important,
the clrcular saw.
_ The Shakers ;ore not destroyed by-auccsas; however,
and retalned their ideals for as long as they possibly
could. No woney clrculated within the communlity.
aeﬁberg‘uere{noier siéon fixoa.houra of labor and the
usual numbar was not wmore than six houra a day.l
when, during tha 1870's, the bnakern began to decline,,
‘nany ragulntiona which had once been ribidly entorcod
.'iuero modirlod or droppad, ngt the basia tenatn of

C the Shaker faith:wera=néwar-touchad. Tbare was lees
.reatriction rqg&nding tne use or vooks published

outside of tho ﬁooistiea and gore froadom in conver-
gation. ahaker drees became lesas aombar. PFunctionaliem,
which had veen a baaic rule. was sometimcn disregarded
during the later days of the soclely. Fhotographs,
which had once been etrictly forbidden, were allowed

but not encouraged. o '_TI 3

nowever, the Shakergrefusal L0 sacrifice thelr

baslc doctrines of celibacy and separation from the
world made thelr decline inevitable. as 0ld nembers

‘r‘“l ’?’{
died and no converts replaced thew, the Shakeré Comedd

Siremeel
3 Bates, op. ¢it., p. 365.
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themselves with large areae of unused land,which
was expensive to maintain. The impact of the ihdustr
industrial revolution produced cheap competition
for gome of their important hand products. Of the
- more than sixteen-thousand Shaiers who onee lived,
only about twenty--all women--are £till allve.
These old women are the guardians of about glO 000,000,
a rortune whioh attastn to the economlc suooeaa._ir
not to the 1mmortality, of Shakerism.i‘ | |

Ironioally, the aaakera are known moro tor their
craftn tnan for their rolision, which wae to taem the
r ﬁoat 1mportant thing. 3&334; rurniturc 19 unlversally
. acclaimed fon: 1ts:slupliclty and beauty .. ;Many Shaker
buildingn are mastorpiooes of deaign and are novw in
use as muleuua. Thnro hag been aome recent interest
in the atranso Shazer tunes, that wore part of thelr

relisioua ncrvice. But,for the most part, the Shakers

themselves are a forgotten people.

The Oneids Perfectioniets, like the Shakers,
based their community on ‘their religion. But where
the Shakerse regarded the sexual lumpulse ag egcumetning
to be reprecsed, the Uneldlete atltempted to employ 1t
deliberately as a symbol of the splritual union of
beliévare. The pystem of mulbiple ma*riaue. which

they devised, made (nelda the only utopian ¢colimuni ty
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in America that combined communism in economics
with communism in sex. According to this plan,.
every man wae the husband of every womsn, and matling
was directed by the community.
John Humphrey ioyee, Oneida's founder, was the
gson of an old and respected New England fawily.
Af ter graduating from vartwouth and studying law
for a while, h§ became passionately religious at a
revival meeting in 1831 and subseguently entered the
An&over Seminary. Later, nhe tranefers#ied to tae Xale [
Theolfgical Seminary, where he developed many of hls -)//‘~
religious theories. He preached tnat the Second
Coming of Chnrist had taken place witihln a generation
after the firet coming, and that complete perfection
was therefore possible. When hie doctrine of
perfection led to his dlemiseal Trom the D¥¥inity
3chool and the revocation of his license to preacn,
he commented: "I tLook away taeir license to sin and
they g£o on{sinning; they have taken away my license
to preach but I shall go on preuohing.“l
In 1834 Loyes began to convert nles family to his
viewse about religion and sex, and in 1839 a group of
Felatives, neighbore, and believers organized "The

Putney[?ermoni}dibla Glass,.,” With the adoption of

! Plerrepont Burt loyes, My Father's House, p. 5.
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communism 4in 1846, the group becawe tLae "Futney
Community." At thie time Noyes also led the group
to accept his ideas of male continence (actually

coitus interruptus) and complex marriage. Thls =

enraged the already angry resldents of Butney, and
in 1847 loyes was indicted on the brounﬂn of adultery.
The group was forced to dlsband and uoyea ‘led a few
of bis followere to tue town of Cneida, in wew York,
a bLown within easy raach. in a emergenny, of the
canaalan bondar. o A

; bneida bauan in 1848 wlth only four meuwbers and
about twenty-fiv- tnouaand dollara but aftor uoyos'
_{two dau¢aters marrled two of tns uambera, othsrn
Joinen tno grnup. qnd enildren,were born, tns broup
became a community. By 1849 thn wembersiip had grown
to elghty-seven; by 1850 1L was one-uundred seventy-
‘twé; By 1851; ;ﬁo;hhndrea rivo;l It 1s lnteresting
to note that the Onelda Comsunity was the only
important sectarian comamunity of hpurely american origin.
The bulk of ite members conslisted of lew Angland farmers
and mechanics, but they also had a large nuwoer of
professional men, and tneir.standard'qf gulture and

educatlon was conslderably above Lhe average.

bespite conelderanle cbjection, Lhe group continued

1
m.? p. 8.
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Male continence and complex marriage were also
gsupposed to overcome the suffering which was then
the common experience of women in childbirth. 3By
freeing women from the bondage of unplanned pregnancy,
Noyes believed that he ooﬁld make women equal to men
in the aex not, making tasequally pleasurable for
both. In a pamphlet desoribins the system, Noyee
1ndlostcd both. this snd also the spiritual valuo of
sexusl 1nteroourse:

It 1s:held in the world that the sexual
organg have two distinct functions, viz., the
urinary and the propagative. We afrira that

. they have three, the urinary, the propagative,
i . and ‘the :amative, 1.1., they are the gonductors
o = first of thn urine, secondly, of. the |cmon,,and
~ thirdly, of the soclal magnetlsm . . « . We
“insiet that:ithe amative functlion--that: which
conglets in a simple union of persons, making
"of twain one flesh," and giving a medium of
magnétic and spifitusl interchange--is a
‘~distinet and independent function . . . auporlor
to the productive.l
'Furthermore, this system, by which the elders
of the society gave only certaln couplee permission
to have complete 1ntereoubaa,_prov1ded an ideal
opportunity to employ what is now known as eugenics.
In Bible Communism, loyes expressed his belief in
sclentiflcally controlled propagation:
We are opposed to random procreation, whech

is unavoidable in the marriage system. DBut we ar
are in favor of intelligent, well-ordered

1
Calverton, gop. git., p. 273.
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procreation. Proocreation le controlled and
reduced to a science in the case of valuable
domestic brutes; but marriage and fashion
forbid any such system among human beings. We
belleve the time will come when involuntary
and random propagation will cease, and when
scientific combination will be applied to
human generation as freely and successfully

as to that of other animals. The way will be

. open for this when amativeness can have its
proper gratification without drawing after it

prooreation as a necessary consequence. aAnd

at all events, we belleve that good sense and
benevolence will very soon sanction and enforce
the rule that women shall bear children only
when they choose. They Wave the principal
burdens of breeding to bear, and they rather

" than men sho@lld have their cholce of time and

eircumstances, at least_till science takes
ohnrge of thg businoss.l

‘ '%Bnbiot were carod ror by the mothar until weaned ,

i'uhnn thay were pluoed 1n thc 1nrant 8 department of

the children's house. Parents were not separated

from their children for long periods of time, but

'“3rndua11y gave up allhpéfuoﬁal responsibility for

the child's care.

The basis of discipline in the community was

"mutual criticism,"” an i1dea which loyes derived from

the Andover Seminary, where 1t was practiced by the

gstudentes to further thofr‘spirituai development.

Anmember of the community would be criticized

publically by the entire soclety, or by a committee

selected from among those best acquainted with him,

1 Holloway, op. git., p. 185-6.
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Individual members would of ten undertake criticism
every morning and every night, hoping to profit from
the advice of their friends, who were doing the
,oritioi;ins. The ceremony of critloiaﬁ also became
the center of religlous life in the community, and
the (neldists believed that criticism permitted the
divine spirit'to act upon a bellever. Criticlsm wase
even rqganuaﬂ by eome ae a cure for certuin phyeical
aumnt.-. '_ e
- Hutual critioisn provod efraotiva in nnintaining
1ntornal dissipline, 80 the Oneidista never had to

in tnrn to olaborato rcatriotiqnn. such as those used

by the Shakers. chodom.orgsdueatiqn was encouraged,
and the Cneida librsry contained the worke of Thomas

/Vc.--J»L'-—VL )r;;..,-a)—-

: Hueley, Charles Darwin, and i eDBELLIE Wi Mamberu

~engaged 1ln most af tho popular arte and amuaemontn.
'Thsy Wwere onoouragod to apond sonc tlmo at the
community's summer resorts at Oneida Lake and at
Short Beach, Connecticut. In general, tuere was %t
little regimentation of individuals. .

Unlike most of the American utoﬁian obmmUnitioa,
Oneida concentrated mainly on industry, although the
comnunity had several orchards and one hundred head
of cattle. The principal industry, and financial
backbone of the community, was the manufacture of

steel traps, but the community also produced much
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81lk thread, did much fruit and vegetable canning,
and made fine sllverware.

Noyes was especially interested in labor-
saving, and orten alterod the entire way of 1life of
the community to mduao wntod ofrort. Because the

task of preparing threo meals a day wase 'aubJenting
females almost universally to ‘the worst of slavery," B
lloyes persuaded the dommunity to abollsh. two of the
usual thrae meals, but to keep the pantry open all
dqy. Noye- nlao chansod tho uomonl' costumes. to make
thom more praotiual. Tho Oneida women wara short
dreusas. pnntaletu. and ahort h;ir. ' |

Thn government was mannsnd by twenty-ona standing
uammittoen and rorty-eiaht adminiatrativo departuents.
Each year the Businhess Board, which oonéistod of the
heads of all the departments, met to lay out the work
for the oomins year, Any member or the communlty
could submit projects, and mattera were declded by
general consent. The wowmen had as wuch volce in the
government as the men.

Although thls sounds like an extremely coumplex

‘;ygyat.em,- 1t functioned satisfactorily until about
1876. 1In that year Noyes attemptedtbo transfer the
leadershlip of the community to his agnostic son, Dr.

1 Robert Allerton Parker, A Yankee Salnt, p. 49,
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Theodore Noyes. The community dlsagreed with many
of the new policies introdusced by the doctor, and
Noyes was forced to resume control. 5Sut Oneida had
already developed factions and Noyes felt obliged
to leavo in June, 1876.

" He kept 1n contsot with the oommunity, however,
and in 1879 wrote to tno&apmmunity suggesting that
: complox marriage bo aboliahad. a8 a praotioal measure

'to. answer pcpular opinion asainst thcfdommunity, ‘and

not as a rejection of the basic ppk ‘
institution, The proposal was accepted, and individual

~' momborm bagnn to marry. -In 1881 communism wal"

dbandonaa. and a Joint-utook company set up.' When
S0 ChuaATLy Dahamy The Dmelida Coaparyy CER.{ aoy
hope of nohieving a utopla at Oneida was completely
-luat. .

Exoept for t.he‘éér:mk’ers, the German sectarian
groups were the most firmly established, and also
the longest-lasting communities in America. The
Rappite Soclety lasted ninqty-eight {éira and the
Zoarite, elghty-three. 81sn1ricantiy, neitner of
these two groups had originally intended to be
communistic and neither adopted other major soclal
reforme of the day. They had no interest in the

emancipation of women, abolition, or industrial
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reform, and when they accepted communism, it was
for practical, not idealistic, reasone.

.Both the Rappltes and the Zoarites came from
Wurttemburg and had broken away from the Lutheran
Church. Both consisted mainly of artisans and
peasants, so they were well prepared to establigh
their own settlements. But, in the end, the
Rapp;tcs were the more successful, largely because

hC,-‘ L)~

the Zoarltes lost i&&‘,‘.ﬂ

ceay raally had ) any great
reiiéioua*ohtnﬁaiasm nnﬁ begcame g0 involved in
acquiring wealth that- thoy falled to keep up a
strong. uoqmunity.
.George Rapp, the son.of a suall farmer, was

the roundar of t.ho Rappite sect and community. A4
davotud Bible atudont. ha axpoatod tha uooond Gomins
of Christ to “ocour noon, probably uithin hlg 1ife-
‘time., In durt.temburs he founded a rcnsioua group
- based on hin.ballefn;which,daagite such porseoution.
grew to a bodf of three-iundred families.

- In 1803 Rapp salled for America and bought five
- &bousand acres of land north of Pittnburgh. In 1805, -
six-hundred mS8mbers of his sect, who nad followed him

/

to the United States, jolned him and formally

organized themselves into the Harmony Sodlety.

Because some of the members were uqy&ble to provide - /
for themselves, the society adopted a ccamunist

econony .
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Thelir coumunity quickly grew and became moderately
prosperousg but, because tneylhad no water connection
with the outside world and had to do all their
shipping by wagon, tuaey sold thelr entire couwmunity
torlélbb.uao‘ahd bough&rtnirty;thcuaand acree of
, 1and in the &abaah Valley of Indiana. 3y 1815 the
tranaformation was completed and taeir new home,
known as- lew ngmony. goon pecame even wmore prosperous
than the old. Their satisfaction with the affaire
of the community ls indlcated by the fact that in
1818 they burnt the book that contalned the records
qf nhst ouch ramiiy ‘had . orisinally contr&buted to
‘tho comuon fund._' "
' In 18“# however, troublad by many unpleaaant
naighhora and by malaria, :the iappites azain moved
their antiro ca&ony. Tnay aold thelr oommunity to
Robert -Owen, an HEnglish utoplan theorist, for
#150,000 and established their final home at Zconomy,
in Pennsylvania on the aasbarntbank of the Ohié in
1825, | |
The success of the Rapplte community was due
largely to the leadersihip of "Father" George Rapp
and his adopted son, Frederick. Fatuer Rapp was thae
spiritual leader, while his son took charge of the
governuent. Erederick was responsible for bringing

the aix—hundred colonlsts acroes the Atlantic from
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Germany, and for organizing the two transfers of
the community--both extraodinary tasks--as well as
for laylng out the three vbmgsées and designing the
‘wajor bulldings.

s provioualy mentionad. another factor alding
the‘soot was the great religious enthusuasa of its
mamba}a. Inis-developad largaly‘in 1807 when,
sripped by a relisinun rervor. thsy adopted calioaoy
and gave up tne use of tobaeco. Marrlod couplea

continued to live together with their caildren but

‘refrained trom sexual ilntercourse. The group believed

3 t.hat. t.ne atrength of thelir x-ensnms oonviof-ion was

gufficient to insuyre cellbacy so any rules, suca as
_ tha Shakers had adoptad, were oonaidered unn@cessary.
:7Thiﬂ faith 1n ths potnntlal 5oodnaas of mai is

'expraaeed in the Iggg&;gg of the ¢ .‘%hgﬁfiy

One cannot expoct to commune wlth od who
can not get on with his fellow men. Only in
soclal 1life can mankind attuln 1ts destiny.
Only in such a soclety is 1life truly free.
Tnere political and religlous institutions are
united. There 1s no fear of slavish lawe and
penalties; for the good man 1ls also the truly
free man, for he obeys the law of nature, as
well as of truth, from a good sense of love.
When he recognizes what is true, good, and
useful, he does 1t without compulsion, entirely
because it 1s good and true. hia freedon
prevails in the Harmony Society.

The Huppltes felt that thejr communlty was proof of

A Calverton, gp. ik, P« 79.
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their superior religious and economic way of l1liTe,
and they d4id not attempt to convert others to their
sect. Most people who applied for msmbersnip were
rejected. The Rappltes always belleved, however,
that thelr 1aeals could eventually form the basia
. arké riew adelal order in the world.

- Vititors to Economy during the first half of
the nineteenth century were especially lmpressed
by tqe baauty or the oommunlty. The streets were
carorully 1&1& out each house had 1ts own garden,
; and tliere was also a community garden. Thesre waa
a 1srse plnntation and several modern factories,
that produoad the finest beor, whi skey, - .and alcohol
1n tne area and .cutlerny. known throughout the world.
The Rappitea were nmong the first americans to
purohase a steam ensine ;hd utilize gteam power as
a productive force. When the Duke of Saxe-Welmar
vislted Ecoﬂomydiﬁ"laaa, he was particuiériy moved
by the general attitude that seemed %o prevall among
the members: i
With real emotion did I witness this
interesting scene. Thelir factorlies and work-
ghips vere warmed during the winter by means of
pipks connecting with the steam-engine; and all
the workmen had very healthy complexions, and
moved me deeply by the warm hearted friendlliness
with which they saluted the elder Rupp. I was

also much gratified to see vessels containing
fresh, weeet-scented flowers standing on all the
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the machinee. The neatness which universally
reigned tmsetamgvemp respect wortiy of pralge.t
et T ;—-,d

i But as tne Rappitoa grew old, they began to

loee much or thoir orlginal apirit. When Willlam
Alfred Hindn, author or ‘the 1nportant book, . &ngg;gga
gggggn;&i;;{ visited Economy in 1876, he found many
houses unoccupied and the factories idle.?  although
in 1828 there had been more than one-thousand members,
1n'1876 the sroupwﬁnﬁ'dccronaod to about one-hundred,
‘moat ot th-m over aixty ye&rl of age. The 3raup‘
became umnller and amsller until 1t dtebanded in 1905.

. The Separatiste bt_zﬁgrngﬁﬁ.reaamb;eﬁ the
Rappltees in wany ways, were in generai nore redical
end also less sucoeesful in forming aiﬁtépikn community .
In Germany, they spoke agalnst the government and
refused to serve in the army or to educate thelr
children in the publle aquola.ﬁ ThnyAyqusreatly i)//—ﬂ
persecuted but, with the assiatancé 6f séﬁe;wealtny
Bnglish Guakers, they managed to go to the United
Statee and purchage several thousand acres of land
in Tuscarawae County, Ohio. Two hundred Separatists,
led by Joseph Bsumeler, arrived in 1817 and found8d
the town of Zoar., Like the Happites, they had no

1
Calverton, op. 81t., pag¥d.
€ William Alfred Hinde, American Communities, p. 7.
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intentlion of forming & communistic soclety but foumd
a need to do go. after the adoption of communism in
1818, the comwunity began to prosper.

But as they grew richer, much of the original
idealism was abandoned. The Zoarites had begun as
celibates but, in order to lnsure the continuation
of the communlty, they Legan to permlt marriage, and
'Baumeler himegelf was one Of the first to warry.

When Hinds visited Zoar in 1876, he reported that
lesa than one-tiilrd of the coumunity was present at
the;génaral‘meating‘on5sundag, and that toere was
no mcatlng 1n wnich nll nook part., Woat worrled
him EOSL. nowever, wae tne attitude of the younger
gen.ratlon.
raia man 1s so ainuere that ne Praﬁkly
admits that he is a little discouraged about the
future of Zoar--dlegouraged because the younger
generation do not come unaer the same earnest-
ness that controlled the original membders. They
fall into the fashions and. ways of the world,

. and will not brook the prestralnts that religious
Coumunism requires. The unfavorable conditions
of Zoar in thle respect may well excite reflection.
Evidently 1t 1s not engugh that a Community had
a religilous afflatus and intelligent, earnest men
at 1ts beginning, It must find a means to keep
that afflatus alive amd strong, and to replace
its founders, as occasion requires, with mgn of
equal lntelligence and earnestness . .« .

dinds was correct in eaow;na,eonuarﬁ”abaup;Lne future
leadership of Zoar. Although the Zoarites grew steadily

1 .

M-! De 36,
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wealthier, until in 1874 their oommﬁnitieﬁyaa gaid
to be worth more then §3,000,000, they began to
dquabble among themgelves, and the community was =
‘forced to-dissolve in 1898.
Ioarln, unlike the communities alroady
'desoribed, wae baeed entirely upoh i%ig}a and
economic theorles, and not upon religioue belliefs.
Furthermére, it wae an almogt porfectltﬁﬁéag;iaziu
soclety, which made 1t pharply-different from the
S8hakere and moet other successful utoplaz.
m:oma,ociﬂiidri’ F"“*“",', gfﬁfaﬁﬁmﬂnn well
i known al a politioian, editor, lnd hietorical writer
e e published hias Yoysge en Icarie in’ 1840.

In phis novel, he set ﬁnrth:hig 1deae about utoplas

and through 1t became known es & social theorist end
the leader of hundreds of thoussnde of Icarian |
Communiete in Europe. .
Vovare en Icarie 1e, according to Qabnt, a
treatise on morality, philoaophw} end goclal apd
political economy, but Cabet had navarwbxpiotad to
be able to put hie theoriee into prectice:. The Icaria
of this book ieg supposed to be isolated from the world
by mountaine on the Horth and South, a rivér at the
Eaet,'and the sea at the West, The community 1is
: subdivided into one-hundred provinces, each of whidh

is divided into ten communes, and each commune into
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eight villages. Each village is a modern metropolis
with such conveniences as glass over the sldewalks
to protect against rain, and special dust collectors
that keep the community clean. The food is regulated
Iby a committee of aéientists. g0 that disease is
- almost' unknown, ! There 1s a progressive income tax.
and state regulation of wages so that everybody le
| roquirod tn';bfk and there are,nd rich. EVerony
is roquirod to nnrry. The 3overnnont is an almost
penroct damooraoy. 1n whioh uomen can stat‘ thelr
views }nzaaaembly,"but cannot vote. iiost lmportant,
‘ﬁhagp 15 a thorough and liﬁaﬁgl system of education,

-fWhon*ig;ggg;gg_;ggg;gubc;ame popular throughout
Zurope and Gabet had a trenondoua following, he
decided that ho would .xp.rlmant in praotioal
. communism, and in 1847 began to formulate plane for
the establishment of & community in America. Hobert
Owen, the British goclal theorist who had founded
an American utopian communitj in 1825, convinced
Cabet that Texas was an ldeal lﬁoaylon and Cabet
immediately béught one-million of acrea of land tnere.
chbuiiaddmies to become his only if he ocoupled it
before July 1, 1848, but this did not seem to be
& problem at the time.

On February 3, 1848, a selected group of sixty-

nine Tcarians left France to begin constructing the
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new community. When they arrived in America, iaey
found that they oﬁn-ed. only ona-—him.i.rai thousand
acres of wllderness two-hunired [ifty miles {rom
any major river. urtherumors, thay nad Leen
nllod;hod alternate squaree of land lald out in.
' obsslboard fasuion, and in order to lay claim to
: the pieool or land, tney nad to construct a bullding
1_on’.gqh'aquq;g_w1th;n the short tlue remalning until
‘Juiy'firit;ran76b§1dus impossibility.

Nevertneless, they declded to:make Lhe beet of
it, and set themegelves to work conetructing as many
buildinso as possiblc,q24h;;:::;z;égigérig;iﬁggzgu&
They were at first hampered by a lack of practical
' experience, and soon by & outbreak of maluria, wiich
forced them to ronrent Lo hew Urleans. There Lley
met Cabet with his four-lundred and £ifty followers
. and af ter aboutl two hundred Icarians had withirawn
from the group, the remalning two-nundred and eilghty
moved Lo Nauvoo, illiinois. Lauvoo had uatlil then
been the most prosperous town in Illinolis but the
Mormons hus almosted deserted 1t in 18%7. - Thus, ;he
Tearians bad very little difficulty establlishing
themeelves: By 1855 tae colony had aluost doubled
in population, and was running work-shops, rdrms,‘

a distillery, a schiool, and a newspaper. Ilere was

also a theater with 103#13n artists and a musical
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band with about fifty dnslrunentis.

ihoe governwent wae founded on tue princliple
of pure demovcracy, ak Lone ofi'lcers Lad no povwers
olLher than the execution of the decisione of iue
General Aseeubly, which consisted of all adult
‘maless Tue Icarians were prowd tast t&e;r prealdent,
”coﬁld not sell a ouahoi_of corn without instructions
froin the weetlrg of the people."l -

n;tnpugh tals systen geemed to safeguard all
démocratiafgighhu, sous mewbers felt iLhut Cabet. wae
aaaumiug to much power. ﬁhe community sp;i‘ into

& Cabet g;cup and an anti-babat group. In 16850

three Cabet and baree antl-Cabet directors wers
‘elected, and tlie Cabet faction refused. to recognize
the otuer. Violent conflict followed, wili the
anti-Cabet group:ﬁinallyﬂﬁﬁnning and Cabet formally
expalied rrom-tha‘communiiy; ué'left, leading &
group of aboul cne-bunared and eigity followers,
" but died of apoplexy a weok later. iis el 2overs
stafted the Cheltenham Community a few miles from
8t. Loulp but soon went bankrupt apd were lorced
to digsolve in 1EG4, , | _

The Neuvoo group, although weakened Ly Lhe

diviglion of their community, continued uatil 1860,

! Gharles wordhoff, Gomsunigtic Soclsties of
the United States, p. 3¥3.
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when they moved to a new locatlon in Iowa. At this
time they had only thirty-fSkve wembers, but the

J4v4l iiur brought about a new prosperity and by

. 1876 they had eighty-threec wembers and fifty

éppliaationa for wmembarebdp stlll pending.
.fﬁﬁwdintarnal,oanriictsadeveloped; nowaver,
which'lgﬁ Lo th; doﬁplste dissolution of the
eoumuiilty by 1898. The centifal prodleés wid ‘a olash
betwaen the new and old generatlions regarding the
dearee of comaunism in the aommunlty. Tae younger,
parby wanted to abolish the private qariens_and

vineyarde, and to beglin pubilclzing their community

“i 80 that the cogmuniauiu tdeal uduld‘bpoqme wider

known. They also wanted to inorease the industrlial-

“ization of the comiaunity, luprove the educational

facilltliss, and let tha Iocurilan wouen vote. When.
thelr proposals were rejeclted by the Jenaral asaembly.
they demanded a loruwal sepsratlon on theae tarns:

fhat a division of land and atook be made
pro-rata, each stockholder, man, woman and 14,
to be given ten acres of land; that henceforth
we carry on our own affaire, agricultural,-
industrial and Cinancial, as two diatinot bDranches
of one Community; that the land be held on both
sldes Iln usulruct only, eacih branch having the
privilege of mortgaging its land to one-fifth
of 1ts appraised valuation; that eacia branch
admlit to its ranks such new members as 1t may
dasenm proper (births being reckoned as nevw ATRLHE
admiseions); and that the surplus of land remaining,
after the division shall be made ascording %o the
above propoeition, shall be held in common at the
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disposal of both sldes for the use of 1ts new
meubers. In case of death on either plde, if
the peortion held in the name of the deceaged
is not taken up by & new admiegion within a
specified time, the opgoaite«partg shall have
the right to cleim 1t. '

But thie wae alsc rejected, co the younger party
tcok the matter to court, where the charter of the
cdmmunity uaa‘doolared invalid betuuse the community
:mﬁ enbaceu in m&.uLaoturL, athoubulru istered only
. as angaﬂricultural congern. Thﬁ "ounber group

")

relncorporated 1tﬂv1f &g "The Icarian Community" but
falled to erﬂer and ves fcrced to disband in 1887.
The older group.reorganized as "The lew Icarian

Community" and succesefully continued thelir old 1life,

but wade, no effort to sfiguire new members. Thus, when
Cold 4o Mang g¥

they beca&e {gﬁgﬁgggggmanaoe the co*on”, it «lso
disbandad and the property wae 'divided ahonuthhn

membera.

Gharles Fourler, like Cabet, conceived of &
ﬂtoy&# ﬂhaod‘ontiruly on enlightened social theories.
lie decided that, since Uod hed oreated a mathematically
harmonlous universe, there must be a harmony between
everything that exlsts. Ra_.t.har tmn inod.ify human
nature, he wanted to find Bﬁﬁlexaatlj whnthit actually
1g, and then employ it to oreate a natural utopla.

h
Hinds, op. git., p. 7.
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He found the basis of hia utopla in the passions -
of man, the nntural 1nst1nnts of all Individualu.
whigh, he believed, could be used for social purposes.
Accordins to Wonrier, there are twelve baslc passions
of all men. The firat rive. s8ight, hearing, smell,
taate, and touch, are the aonaltive paselona and tend
to craato elaganoe, rerinement, gnd the cultivation

of all the fine arts.

friendship, lcvo. ambition, and paterniny, tenﬂ to
establish harmonious social relations between men.
But most important are the three "distributive"
passions, the emulative.itha altornnting; and the
composite. The emulative passion creates rivalry of
groups, and can be used t& cradﬁo competition for
industrial improvements. The alternating passion,
the desire for change and variety, can be employed
to destroy the monotony of wepk and make work
agtractive. Finally, the composite passion, the
combination of two or more other passions, permite
pepple to associate and work together.

Fourier's utopia was to operate in a group of
gelf -ocontained co-operative communities known as
phalanxes. Zach phalanx would contain about two-
thousand members and occupy an area of about three
square miles. The main building on each Phalanx
would be the Phalanatery, which would contain all
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the living, eating, manufacturing, and recreational
space needed. Nost of the land would be devoted to
fields, orchards, and gardens. -

Aooording to this ayatem, 1ndiv1dual impulses
rwauld hot bo diacouruaod, as 1ong as thay did not
1ntorrero with the operatiou of the community.
Members of a Phalanx would continue to be individuals
and there would be a balance between individualism
and the mnintenanae of the public good.

' But Fourieriem ie not oompletaly democratic.,
The phalanx was to be ouned &s a Joint atook company ,
.and prorita were to bu di-tributed 'in the ratio of
rivo-twalthn to lnbor, rour-twaltha to capital, and
throo-twoltna to special nkllla. There was no
interest in complete equality, and the communities
were to be governed by a system that was almoet a
monarchy. In short, the class system was not to
be abollished.

Fourler died in 1837, however, and never saw
a complete realization of hig thoerles. The
Fourieristic comamunities in America were founded by
Albert Brisbane, who had studied under Fourier from
1832 until 1834, and who believed strongly in most
of Fourier's ideas. In 1840 Brisbane published his

goclal Degtiny of Man, which contalned a concise

alsc e swr9eslifgs
exposition of Fourieriem andaiiuugsnloausﬂgabztnls
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for adapting Fourierism to America. Brisbane won
the support of lorace Greeley, the newepaper editory
who lent some epace in hig paper for a column on
Fourderism, and also wrote and leet.'ured about the
pouil_:ilitiufof e‘utabnlmmla phalanx in america.

Brisbane, in his book, had modified & few of
Fourier's ideas, but had left most of them intact.
For instance, Fourier had declared t.mt. a mgmbqrship
of between 'on;,_qm one-and-a-half-thousand and a
~capital or _a.bq._lt one miln‘gn france was necessary
to form a successful phalanx, but Briegbane changed
‘thie to four hundred people and four-hundred thousand
i ‘:d.o.l’,la‘rn.' Brisbane also ohnnsod Fourtlcr"ﬁ -statement
+ that 1t was impoesible to aché#ve a co-operative
world without religion, by making religion only a
ﬁeoond-.ry element, |

With these few cmngu. Fourierism became an
extremely popular idea and gained support t;hroushout.
the nation. Fourierist socleties were formed in
Mnsuaqhunet.ts, lew York, lew Jerspy, Pennsylvania,
Ohbo, Illinole, Indiana, Wisconsin, and Michigan,
and in April of 1844 a National Convention of
Ascoclationists (another name for Fourierists) was
held. But most of the more than rort.y Apsociationist
groups were formed without adaquate planning (no
group had more than elght-thousand dollars capltal,
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for instance), so only three survived longer than
two years, and only another three longer than £1fteen
months. The most succesaful were the North American
Phalanx in New Jersey, which lasted for twelve years,
the Wisconsin Phalanx, which lasted for six yeufa,
 and Brook Farm, which lasted for five years but spent
only two of them as a Phalanx.

The wisoohsin ?halaqy.,founded in 1844 was,
conducted on tho soundoat bualnean principles and far
uurpnased the other Fourieriat axporinentn in material
prosperity. Warren Chuse, the founder, wisely advised
the group to pay cash ror‘ﬁhpar lund and to hlfoionly
ru‘iigtle cépadtal romalninngr;ther than burden them-
selves with a loan. DSecause meoet of the members were
experienced farmers, they were prepared to do the work
necesoary to beglina large community. Tuey war&,
however, not very interested in culture or education,
g0 in this respect the Wisconsin Phalunx was below
average.

But as thelr property becaume valuablo, the
menbers began to loge 1nteroat in tna ortginal purpose
of the Phalanx and sold the community to make money.
Thus they siesolved in 1850, making one-rﬁnﬂrod and
eight per-cent on thelr original investments.

"y

according to one observer, "Love of money and the want

of love for éaaociation,uere the causes of 1its breaking
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up,"l
The North American Phalanx, established in

September of 1843, came nearest to the ideal of a
~phalanx and wae generally regarded as the testing-
ground of Fourlerism in America. as in the Wisconsin
Phalanx, the members concentrated on the economics
of their organization,amd, although they raised the
value of thelr property fnom elght-thousand dollars
to eighty-thousand dollars in only nine years, bhey
did little to further culture or education. A tnrae-
: |§ory Phalanetery uith a frontage of ono-bundrod gnﬂ
-firty feet was oonatruetod,1ultelltctltaimﬂnthnﬂﬂtnrda
were laid out, .and workshops were outfitted. The
community was seemingly £it for & long esisbence.

But after twtlvoﬂyasrs the North.imariogn,rhnlgnx'waa

- destroyed by fire,

e

enough apirit to attompt to rabuild, the oomnunity

\afi, because the group did not have

The moat widely kndwﬁ-phaiunx} and-ﬁha only
nineteenth century utoplan colony to gain the affection
.of many important.intellectuals, was Brook Eanﬁé~a
small farm near bebury, Hassachusetts. Founded in

1841-by George Ripley, a Unitarian miniater who had

reeigned his post largely because of his dlssatisfaction

71 Holloway, op. eit., p. 151,
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with the soclal and ethical atandards of his
congregation, Brook Farm was an intimate part of
the Transcendental movement, whnich formed the basls
for much of aAmerica'e literature during the Romantic
Period.

Ripley derived his idealof a "Christian
community" largely from William Ellery Channing,
the founder of Unitarianiem. But Ripley later
conceived of the coamunity as more than Jjust a
religious group; it was to be a new form of 300131 
organization. - He desoribed it as: :

i A community . + » to be formed, to promote
more effectually the great purpose of human
culture, to apply the principles of Justice and

. love to social organizations; to substitute
- brotherly co-operation for selfish competition;

.to prevent anxlety in men by a competent supplyling

ln,thon—of-nooo;gary-wanta;lto'sparantaa_oach
other the means of support.

In 1841, with an investwent of -lese than 15,000 -
- and a membcrahip or lesn tnnn twonty, Brook Fnrm was
gtarted. - The articles. ur Assogiation. provided for
ownorahip of the community by sharea of st.ock.rﬁpr
unlform companlntion for all lnbor, ror free oduostion
and gno of the library, and rargﬁhs*nupport“ot wembers
unable to support themselves. DBut the srbup'did not
adopt complete communism. They attempted to be a co-

1 Calverton, 9op. gl&..rp‘ 198.
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operative community but to retaln thelr private
property; they belleved that the exclusion of
competion from thelr econﬁmiq-syatem wag sufticient
to create a harmonious community..

Unlike most of the American utoplase, SBrook
Farm attempted to preserve individual cultural
values wlthin the context of the community. according
to Elizabeth Peﬁbody, a leading zranscéndentallat
L writer, the Brodk Farmers desired:"to eecuré'as many
houre as poasiﬁlo frbm neceesary ioiif“uwhichlthéjf.“”“

could use “ror tho praduction of intallcatuul soodn.

i‘_ rhoy wantod to provide not only all the necessariles,

but also tha clestnoaa desirable for spir:tual bnalthz'
books, appartus, collections for science, works of

art, Enqjmoann of besutiful smusamont, . M1 oThie

emphusid upon the 1nd1v1dual attraoued the attentlon .

or suoh intellectuals as Nabh&niel Havthorne. hnlph
Wulna Emcraon, and Margaret Fuller, and helped to
oonnoct bho colony wlth the transcendentaliests.
'Althaush Hawthrone was the only of these to Joln the
Farm, the others were frequent visltors and agreed
vith wost of the alms of the communlty.

Une of the most lumportant features of iSrook Farm

was 1te school, probably tne most advanced of its day

. Holloway, 9p. git., p. 127-128,
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ani now regarded as one of the f'irst schools to make
wide uge of the techniques which constitute modern
progresgive education, &ll subjects were electlives,
and students were encouraged to develop their
individual creative abilities. Memorization, and
traditional rules ana resulations were, therefore,
minimized., Timothy Fuller, one of the teuchers,
called the Brook Farm Schoel a place wuere ciildren,

would learn for the {iret time, perhaps, that
all these matters of creed and morals are not
qulite so well settled ae Lo make talnking
nowadays a plece of superogation, and would
learn to diatinﬁuian between trutih and the

"gense sublime,” and the dead dogma of the p  .*
pagt, ‘

The :chool reoolvsd muoh uriticiam Tor 1ba rad1u¢lly

new.- mohhoda, of courno, ‘but did not ahanse its basie =

theories, and nontinusd to teach as beforo.

) Brook Farmera spent moat of their time elther
workins on tha fara or engasing in 1ntelloctual
pursulta. Thny worked about sixty hours a uook from
Eny to Ootobar, and rorty-oignt rron November to |
’ Kpril, but mombora all took'turna at tae Various
types of work &0 that they would not loae interest.
Thie rotgtlon=aystem'was congldered preferable to. a
moro rigid division of labor which would nowever,

' have bean more sffieient.

1 Lindeay swift, Bz

and Visitors, p. 74.
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Despite 1ts great intellectual appeal, Brook
Farm never became a financial succesas. Horsgover,
many'eanscrxative newgpapers satirized or caricatured
it, some politiclians unjuSuly attackad 1t ae a center
of free love, and many other paOpla found ways to
denounsce it. B8y 1843 it was almost ruined financlally
and thers was little hope of obtaining sufficlent aid
through contributions. It was at this polint taat the
Brook Farmers bagan teriously to uonaider tna advantasos
" of Fourierisnm. £l
" Brlabana OOHV1nGad {pley and the other membara
that the. change to Lourlerigmvu;;hbermit the colany
to continue, e0 in 1844 Brook Farm officially becane. a
phaianf. This ohanga providod somo financial relier.
VL but lampletely daatrqwed “the 1ntallectual 1ife’ of the
community. Instead of interesting discuselons, there
wers now lbns:dﬁll lectures about the intricacies of
Fourier's tneories. The individual ‘m onee been sid-.
important” at Brook Farm, but af ter the eohversion to
Fourierism, the individual wae only a part of a larger
sozial mé'cnlzie.-'rnany the the new members of Brook Farm
were artisans and mechanice who gantad a comrortablo
way of 11fe but had 1little or no interest in the
original intellectual theories of Ripley and his
disciples. Commenting on tie change that nhad taken

place, Hargaret Fuller declared:
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The community begins to seem a mechanical attempt
to reform socigiy. instead of a peotic attempt to
regenerate it.
fmereon had the same idea in mind, and stated:
If FPourler's system were really carried out we

should all be reducged to a set of machlnes and
individuality uouéd become a lost word in the

Englieh language.
beapite these many attacks, the 5rook Farmers
actively worked at building a tesmendous phalanstery,
wniph was completed in the spring of 1546, The day
cafter its completion, however, it caugat fire and was
burnt to the ground. iost of the members did not Have
tnn"aptrit€§o ;oph11d, gnﬁw;r,tnoj had, bhi?quﬁo§mcd‘ 2
nonreuaonab;e way of obtalning more money . Thus the
group rapidiy dédlinod; from one-hundred wemberes bef ore
the fire to 1pls”§b§p“r;rty'six month after it. The
next year, Ribley was forced to sell the Farm in order
. to get enough money to' cover some of the many debts
.. that ha@rgpqumulatodg
By the end of the nineteenth century, most of

Ehe utoplan experimente had come to anm end and the R

| g@mf*ﬁramptm B8P £PR: 0 OVPAE BBRNAAY LY o40ndd Lhd8n

by himself to bater his condition. They promised a

3
Calverton, gp. g¢it., p. 215.
2 Ipid., p. 215.
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more prosperous life to those who Jjoined a group and
worked actively for the communal good. As America
became more industrialized, however, the small
utoplian communities couLd‘nop compete with the lure
of newdy formed 1nduatr1;; tsi;ttract new members.
The promises of the utopian groups were no longer
gtrong enough to offset the stronger promises of the
American free-enterprise system. The latter seemed
to offer most of the economic advantages of the former,
without the many personail restriotions usual in the
" utoplas. The aootarian oommunition, which itiahnhill
'ﬂ&hﬂ&ﬂ&ﬁg&t&ﬂ&&l moanasc to arfer, in gonarnl lasted a
little longer than the other groups. - But as Ameriocans
became more 1nvolvod 1n ‘the prmt.&oanues of life,
'uvan the_roligioua sroupa ‘had ditrioulty in obtaining :
~bonverta. The communities that drew most of their
memberahip from tbo Europaan countries were doomed
when social reforms in,Eggopo slowed the influx of ".-
wOrkerd BeeKing & Deter 110w in Amerioss  — -

In thie country, too, the coming of soclal and
ooonomic ref orms 1n1urod ‘the utoplan movements.
Idoaliste turned thﬂir efforts toward bettering the
lot of all Amerioanl, instead of bullding isolated
"perfect" communities. It 1s in this forw that the
utoplan movement can béiadid to stlll persist in

American life.
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INTRODUCTION

For those who are avare of the exlstence of the Shaker Soelety,
the importanse of this sﬁet gseems to be only in the realm of
history - the history of religion, the history of American thought,
and, perhaps, the history of Utoplan Soelalism. Although it soems
natural to relegate the Soclety to the past, there are less than
fifty Shakers living today, there are aspects of Shakeriem that
have influenced contemporary soclety, ®.g.; functionalism in
modern art, production methods, machinery (esps the elreular saw).
It is the purpose of this paper to discover, after a prolonged
diseussion of the economlie aspeets of Shalkerism, one of the
important eontributions of the Shakers to the pasty Bhat is, %o
the history of Utopian Soelalism. It is also ibs purpose to show
that the Shakers could be an important example in the economic
world todays This will be done by smalysing the economie success
of the Bociety and deducting a concept whieh, the author balims;
ghould be resognized snd employed by contemporary soslety as a
corrective to the eapitalist system.



The United Sosclety of Believers in the Second Appearanse of
Christ eame tp be known to the world as the Thaking Quakers bee
gause of the shaking dances in their religlons ceremonles. For the
sake of brevity, they were ealled 'Shakera'. The Shakers had their
origin in the English Quaker Church and in a sest of French Prophets,
the Camisaprdsy who believed that the destruction of the world was
imoinent and that Christ was about to appear for the second time.

The United Society was founded by James and Jane Wardley in
England, about 1747. In 1958, Ann Lee, a blacksmith's dsughter,
joined the order. Because of her iﬁrung personality and her in-
gpired utterances and visions, she soon became the leader of the
movement. In a vision, 1t was revealed to Amn that God possessed
"two natures, the masculine, the rmmw, each distinet in fwnciion
yet one in being, Co-equals in m&w‘ that she had been amnointed
"Ann the Word", the Bride of the Lamb, and that the seeret of man's
sin lay in "the premature and selfeindulgent use of sexual unionw.”
This vision also brought with it "the Command %o abstain from such
indulgenee™. Research into the 1ife of Ann Lee reveels thet she
was herself wnhapplly married (later diwroed), and that her four
_ ehildren all dled in infancy. This pcrhnps accounts for the import.
anee that Ann placed on celibacy.

1., Vhite and Taylor.
QMO* 1905'- B
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The eembral dootring of the Boclety was that the second
SPDORTANGY of Christ bad manifosted itself in Mother Amn Lee, that
she vas the ”#mi#iﬁuﬁl rogeneration® and the "mew birth® of the
Chardnt epirit, anmmmmﬁanfmmwaww
God, duty to msn, sepavation froln the world, prastical pease,
slmplieity of langusge, ¥ight use of property, and the virgin 1ife®,
In the praetioal applieation of thely fhith, the Shakere inoorporate
od with a ¢alibate lifes

inbarent :m ‘
m - gy < e

In May, 177%, Ann Loe sailed to New York with eight followers.
fme of the members of the 1little band was of sufficlent means to
purehase a plece of land near Albany, in a place then lnown ae
Wigkeyune (Watervitet), In 1779 e veligicus vevivel took plase in
MMM?M,MMVWMWMMMWM
at Wokeyunn. Three representatives; two of them being Baptist
prenchers, were sent to investifate the commmmity, These nem roe
and woment living together in a celibate soclety, holding all goods
in eommon, working industyicusly with thelr hands, and preashing
that Christ hod come o deliver all believers %o o porfect, m”s;

1. Green and wells. A S . -
¢ Abany W R 11823+ pe sy -
vo* Be éimnle Pe-6. 5 i Vo,
ocieties of thﬁ United “tates. De 135,

2, 'Nordhoff, Ihe Communistic




-3-

evérlasting 1ife) "was the work and truth of Bod". Visitors began
soming to Niskeyuna in erowds during the middle of 1780, and many
were converted to the Shaker falth.

nomenon of revivallsm is not peculiar to the American
gcene, In fact, most of the explanatioms of it pertain more to
Buropesn revivals than to American omes. The explanation that re-
liglous doctrines that resulted in socialism were the result of the
need for an outlet for suppressed aspirations of a submerged
people does not entirely fit the pleture of revivalism in Americe
in the seventeen and eighteen hundreds, The converts that tummed to
these sests, and this is particularly true of the Shakers, were
not the submerged masses. They were, instead, mainly oprosporous
farmers and craftsmen, Among the Shakers, it was these converts
that furnished the initial investment that made communal 1ife poss-
ible. Nor can these sects be regarded as sublimated expressions of
revolt agalnst a hostile soclal enviromment. The persecution of the
Shalkers was the consequence rather than the ecause of their relig-
ious and soelal ideas. It appears that the phenomenon of revivale
ism in America can be explained only with reference to the chare
aater of the Ameriean personality. These were a people searching |
for a good 11fe and willing to risk everything to attain higher \
and higher levels of it. They had achieved political freedom and
now wished Christisn perfection end freedom from sin. It is inter
esting to note that the Shakers were extremely successful in
recruiting new members from the revivel meetifgs. Considering the
fact tﬁnt they preached celibacy among agricultural people %o wvhom
childpen were an economic asset, and that they offered a ceptain

1 The lednmeny "’g'c'w"""’b Second Rppeanig. !\\\ac\“‘t \Eo , p. A
4 “"’*‘A ““"""” e F“‘"\’x“‘ 03 . The Community & nd ustoves
3 : 0 - L’i’.
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rigid 1ife to people that wore searching for freedom, ome would
imagine the revsrse. However, children are not necessary to do
chores vhen one has "brothers® and “sisters®; and freedom 1s not
the opposite of order,

slm,qu doctrines so fulfilled the expectations of
'&he radical revivalists that some of them were
persuaded in spite of the sacrificies imlwﬂ.
The ko:ﬁm revivalist was W’ more
preoccupied with release frem sin. Shakers
met this need with thelr rigorous but concrete
efhics of self-denisl...The great problem of the
revivalists had been the inevitable relapse into
sin which followed the waning of revival fervor.
The Shakers met this Lssue by boldly asserting
that perfection was ntinm:!.,i a vay of 1life
rather than a state of mind,

This ml;r conversion encouraged Ann Lee and her followers,
and, in 1781, she started eastward to spread their falth, Wherever
they went, they were followed by severe persecutlon, and in Mut,
1783, were driven from New Lebanon.

When Mother Ann (as she came to be called) disd in 178%, the
foundations had been laid for colonies in -!nﬁnghm, Harvard, and
Shirley, Massachusetts; Enfield and Mtum, Hew Mpmhim.
Alfyed and Sabbathday Lake, !him’ Waterviiet and New Lebanon, New
Tork; and at Enfield, Comnectiout. After Amn lee's death, Father
James Whitsker succesded her as head of the order, and in 1783, he
direeted the building of the first Shaker Chureh in New Lebanon.
This vas comploted in the early part of 1786, and from this date
on New Lebanon was the home of the seet. Joseph Mchm, one of

1, BEgbert and Persons, 'as Vole Is pe 134,
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the first converts and also one of the original theee investigate
ors, became the leader of the Soelety following Whitokerd death in
1787, One of Mescham's first mets was to notify those wesidents of
New Lebanon vho had moeepted the faith, that they could become
members of the Shakers upon applicetion. At the close of the year,
membership sxceeded one Inmdred persong,

Elder Joseph organized the Church into commmities holding a _
common propertys The supreme body on esrth was the Central Ministey,
a selfeperpethating group, loeated in ths New Lebanon sesiety,
Following the Shaker prineiple of equality of sex, theve were two
female as well as boo male Ministers. The suthority of the Ministry
was all-noompassing, and its pover was apparently checked only by
mass appeal from the BDelievers. The system of government of the
Shalter soelety could be called theosratice They belisved that the
funetion of temporal authority was to teach and enforee the word
of God on ¢arth, However, the connotation of repression of the
individual vhelh theoeracy usually implies should not be applied
to the Shaker sysbem, Within the authority of their spirlitual and
temporal 1ife remained serupulous regard for the spiritual integ-
rity of the individual, This assured s high degres of practieal
equality, partioularly the equality of women on all levels of their
soalety.
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AR R
ed by the demoeratie system.

The basic social umit of the Shakers was the "family®™. These
were composed of both male and female members and ranged in
numbers from a mere handful %o more than one hundred, The Shakers
belleved that they-had derived the econsept of the family from
their bellef in the dual sexvality of the Godhead - Christ wvas God,
the Pather; Anm, God, the Mother. The splrit of love here revealed
had at last made a trmly spiritual soaial organization possible,
The model was the family, brothers and sisters living together
undey the guldance of God, the Pather and Mothers It was & "soclal
organization, permanently founded on the prineiples of equality of
the sexes, virgin purity, wworldliness, the cenfession of sin,
and commnity of property", The family was presided over by an
Elder and an Eldress, appointed by the Central Ministry, who led
the family in spiritual concerns. Deacons, m;mssaﬁ and m.mu;
also appointed by the Central Ministry, supervised the temporal and
economic 1ife of the family. The Deacons and Deaconesges provided
for the support and convenience of the family and regulated its
industry. The Trustbes regulated business and made all transactions
with the world. Each of the trustees kept a separate business
aceount, and the two registers of disbursements and receipts were
compared by the Minietry at the end of each year. Distribution of
Mmghthsotﬁaeora%remumdwm supervision of the

dfes Vol, I 137.
" ’ h’énlf'g‘
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Deagons or Trustees. The products of the famme and ships were ob.
tained directly from the heads of these departments, articles were

purchaged from the world by the Trustess, and these were distributed
according to need by the Deacons, '

The combination of Femilies in a parﬁak\mr area Tormed a
Soclety. The Central Ministry appointed Ministers for each society.
While these Ministers were generally in charge of inter-family re-
lations, their main duties were to instruct and train neophytes and
to go out into the world to preach when 1t was desirable.

Aside from the religlous standpoint, the division of the Shaker
soelety into families had distinet economic advantages, Hach family
wag an indepandent economic unit and was largely self-sustaining.
While each family provided for its own basic needs, there was some
specialization as far as manufactures were concerned. The Bouth
Family at New Lebanon, for instance, specialized in the mamufacture
of chairs, while the Canterbury commmity in New Hampshire was noted
for its medicinal herbs. If one family sufferyed a reverse, it
sould thus be limited to o given area and repaived wvith the aid of
other families., Occasionally, several familles would unite in an
industry or business verture or meintain s common store for merufac-
tured artizles.

The community life of the Shakers developed spontaneously,
without benefit of soclalist theory. The practieal perfectioniem of
the Believers could not functicn smoothly within society, and withe
draval from the world was inevitsbles Theraz is no evidence whatever
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that Shaker communltarisniem was underteken with any kuowledge of

previouns secelallet theory or experiments, but rather, that
communism was the natural cutgrovwth of the Shaker falth.

Many of the sarly sonvests were prosperous léndmers; and 1%
became customary for those without property to gather on thede
properties and work them jointly. Others continued to live apart,
gathering together for worship only. The pattern establish by
Joseph Meacham for the first comunlty at New Lebanon was a pattern
of governmental structure and not of communalism. Bven with the
founding of this first community, the Shakers had no formal pattern
in mind for comunity lifes Their practices grew out of the daily
needs of group work and worship.

To gonstitute a true chureh of Christ, there must
necess be a union of faith, motives and of
mtaﬂsta all the members who eomposge. 115. There
mest be "ome body and one bread"t and n@thin&
,ahwtetthumianmmmsammti te a
true ehureh, which is the body of Christ.'

Commmity of property, a concept of practical rather tham
theoretical origin with the Shakers, besame one of the basic prin.
eiples soon afteor the organization of the New Lebanon society.
Joseph Meacham made one of the sarliest sbatements eoncerning comm-
on goodst

All members ofthschnrehhaveajustm equal

right to the use of things, aeccording to their
au-gur and neede; no differance ought to be made,

Pe 136;

Yol. 1.
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between Elder or younger in thi mumx or
temporal, than that uhi.e:h is is :tor
the peace and unity, and good of &ho vhole, '’

At first ineluded in an oral agreement, the firat written statements
gonserning these agreements and rules for mambership were signed in
1795, The fourth artiele of that covenant stateds
A1l members that should be. recelved into the
Church, Should possess one Joint Interest, as a
Religlous right, that 1s, that all should have
Just and Bqual rights and Privileges, according
%o theiry needs, in the use of all ngs in the
Gutreh, Without Aty @1ffevencs belng made o
'-aamiafmtamrefusb t in, €0 long as
we remain in Obedience to the er and Governe
ment of the Church, and are holden in relation
as mmbern. All of the members are likewlise
Mdms asccording to thelr abilities, to

maint rt one Joint Interest in tmiaa,
mcmf%rmity %o the order and Government of the
: ; 3

Those who were newly converted were received inbto the novitiate
order and were al.tmd to retain thelr own proparty and family re-
Ii.timhipa. In the junior order, the uss of property was given to
the Soclety, but it was retumable upon withdeawal. In the highest
order, the Clnarch Family, the sonsecration of time, talent, and
property was an irrevocable step sealed by the signing of the
Covenant, The property of each society was held in the name of the
Trustees for canyen

enee and for legal reasons.

The majority of the property ascquired by the Shakers came from

s ;;-. Wew TLebanon, N.¥.
ﬂt Pe &2
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donations of new property-owning members. Beesuse the Society met
withia certain amount of antagomism from the outside world, they
had to be particularly careful to avold legal entanglements, There
fore, the rules concerning domation of property and its distribution
wers mm&hr rigid, The first rule was that no property of any
sort could be accepted unless the domor was fres from debt and free
from the demsnds of heirss If only ome member of a family joined
the Soeisty, and guestions arose goneerning the dishursement of
funds, ™t was folt right for the Father to heve twlse ae much as
the Mother, the Mcthw twlce as mueh as the Son, the Son twice as
mich a9 the Mughtar’! Fm‘ther protection wae afforded by the "di&-
gharge™, a forr signed by any seceders, mieh roleased the Soolety
from eny subsoquent demand that might be made for property or
gervices. In return, seceders wera granted sums from ftwenty tc- 8@V
eral hundred dollars and usually clothing and a set of tools %o
start 1ife anev in the outeide world, Vhenpa membor goimd the
Society an inventory was taken of his or her mtrihuﬁm* and if
the member loft the order an stiempt was wade to return the equive-
lent.

While subsfistence rather than affluence was their aim, the
Bhakers managed to achleve both. Through mutual help, sueceseful
industry, thrift, the conversion of people of property, the Shakers
prospered. Savings were chiefly invested in land, shops, and supp-
lies, Hired laborors cultivated these outlying farms, and houses

l.
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were tullt for thems Fow of the families Lupt accurate umm; so
it io fmpossible to indicate the rate of inerease of thelr prospere
itye

The longlevity of the Shaker soclety eannot be attributed to
thetr epiritual sinserity slones Yhe shief distineticn botwsen the
Shakkers and other, short-lived, communitarian seets 1z thely thore
ough econcede organization, Thus, 1t is to the agricultural and in.
dustrial success of the Sheler commmities that e:uu long 1ife
must be attribhuted,

At the basis of the esemomie strusture of the Shaker comvmmit.
fes was a stwong affilistion between thelr weligious bellefs emd
thelr work atiitudes, The towm labor was used in s dual sense, dew
noting both: spiritusl and temporsl values, In worshdp they labored
to perfeet o spiritusl kingdem on sarth, and they labored Ath thely
nands £6 build a sovnd and groving temporal orders

mmwmm,@;ﬂwn
mﬂhmmﬁmm mwurmwm

mammm
mmmmm 3 m&mmm
oseupational life.\'

Perhaps the rost interesting of Mother Amnts tenghlngs were those
sonserning labor, eraftsmenship, and work habits.




"Paut youyr %o work and give your hearts

P ”"m hlle:gMﬂMm
e vears

wonild M must ¢ tm‘

orops um ground and guch
man may with mam:” '100&% a 'h’lﬂling.

Work was made a part of the Ohaker religlon and so became an aet of
pletys The most menial servies asquired s dignity of its oum, ALY
members of the Sosiety were expested to maintain a common imterest,
and, therefore, 81l had o work with their hands for the bemefit
of themselves and the west of the Family to which they belonged,
Mingisters, Klders, Deagons, were sll employed in some msmmal ooe
upation,

As vork was a religious attitude, sonseeration and mot com. ,
pulsion lay at'the basis of the Shaker econcmys There vas a recoge
nition of individual abilities, age, and sex in assigments to work.
Also recognized wers the satisfastions that come from a diversity
of ocecupations, The Shakers believed in "variety of labor, for vare
iety of oceoupation iz & sourse of plum."‘zh far as women were

congerned, as advanced as the Shakers were in theilr attitude toward
the equality of vomen in leadership, they held to the time-honoved
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belief that the woman's place was in the house and the man's oute
of«doors. All members were employed in some mamal occupation, The
Shakers umderstood the virtues of moderate rather than excessive
toll, Work was to remain a satisfaction of 1ife on earth and was
never to become a drudgery.

Shakers do not toll severely. They are not in

a haste to be richg and they hmre fmmd that

for thelr support, economically as they live,

it was not neces to make labor painful.

Many hadds make ﬁﬁt works and where all

are interested allke, they hold tzhuti labor

may be made md is mde a pleasure.

In every industry a careful division of labor was carried out

under the direction of caretakers, subordinates tc the deacons.

Bach brother and sister had a specific task at a specific time,

The haaiu of the Shake r economy was agriculture. They number-
ed among t;ha first to develop agriculture as a eoordinated activ-
ity, to bring it from a household seale to that of msa-pmﬂuntim,
and o introduce combination of labor to the field. While all
oceupations were marked with some sort of a spiritusl omotatim;
~ this was particularly true of agrienlture.

The esareful study of agriculture was exalted
gmsmkmmma nd of rell cusrim:l
ey looked upon the soll as someth to be
redeemed from "rugged barrsnness 1nto smiling
fertility and bam «" This thungh‘lz is expresg-
ed in many . Dixon (in Hew America 9.321)
found the &l ars believing t > you woul
“have a lovely g:dan shoald nw a 1w01y
1ife,® and in in&mduetion to the Gardener's

1., Nordhoff. Ths
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To indisate the total seope of Fhaker agrlelture 15 slmost
imposeible, Almost every sonseivable type of produce was rulsed in
one or another of the Shakter fomilies, Leave it suffiee to say,
that the Shakers used the flold and ovehard to their utmost ade

vantages, ralsed stoek and poultry, and processed all dairy products.

While sgriculture wvas the basis of the sconomy, industries
developed early im the 1ife of the Shaker seelety. These ineluded
garden seeds, medieinal herbs, broom and beush making, Samning,
baskets, Imitware, and ohairs, There wers many shops in cach fam-
ily, each furnished with the latest equipment. Many of the meehines
and timeesavers vere inventions of the Shakers themselves, They
 ave eredited with inventing, among other things, the first eireulay
sav in Amerdes (presumably imvented by s womsn who #av it in a
vision), the commen clothesepin, out nails, and a double-spimning
head. They designed their own printing press, mower-and.reaper, and
& rovolving harrow, The présence of largs mumbers of workers in
these eooperative ventures neeessitated sortain organizaticnal and
inventive practicss of which the Fhakers were leaders in Ameries.
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Beveral different methods of conducting business were adopted
by the Shakers. Cne practice; which origimally appllied to many
kinds of commodities and was later employed cnly in the garden
seed business, was %o oconsign goods to esteblished agencies, to be
sold on a conmission basie, Another was the establishment of rege
ular routes to sclicit orders and deliver goods, Certain manufact-
ures were sold at :‘amily stores on & r_atail bagisy while others
were sold vholesale to distributing houses in larger business
centers, Many Shaker articles thus gained a wide reputation. Prome
inant among Mh products were the Shaker garden seeds, brooms,
mediginal herbs, and Shaker chairs, The latter were handled in
quantity by such concerns as Marshall Field in Chicago, Lewls and
Conger in New York, and in leading Boston heuses. The Shakars were
m:*woly shrewd businessmen. "f the Shaker soclety, it was former-
1y & sort of proverb in the country that they always sent the devil
to market,® " |

Iney Wright succeeded Meacham in 1797, and duwring her admine
istration the movement was extended to Ohio and Hentucky. During
the second quarter of the Nineteenth Century, the Shakers reached
their pesk, with a total membership of about six thousand.,

- There was,; in the elghteen~forties and ﬂfbﬂ.w; another )ﬂdh
spread spiritualist movement in the United States. Between 1830 and
40, membership in the Shaker soeclety seemed to reach a leveling offy
that 1g, vhile the mmber of members did not deeline, there wers

i1« Bnmerson, R.¥Ws The Con aR A ford
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fov nev veorults, Mad spiritualiss yetained its relipglous affilistion,
this new vevival might have provided soll for mipsionary setdvity,
But the spiritmalion of the revival turned in the direction of free
im, anarehlen, and materialem, three areas in strong opposition to
Shalker prineipless By 1874, the Soclety had resorted to advertising
in the newspapers for members, offering a "eomfortable home for 1ife
to those who would embpege Shaker prinelpless

Az the world sbout them grev further awvay frow thelr religlous
ideas, the Shakers of the Nineteenth Century tended to place the
commanal aspecte of thelr scelety above the religious, This was pare
tieularly true of Elder Frederiek ¥, Dvans, the most motable of the
later Shakers. Bvang, an Mnglishmen by birth, was perhaps the omly
important Shoker with e Imowledge of Seelalist theory, Before join-
ing the Shalters, he had bean & reformer - for land veform, the
rights of labor, and against tho U,8, Bamk and other momopolies -
and later 8 Soelaliste After trying life in several commmitlies in
the United Ststes, he fnally joined the Shelers at Mb, Lebamome
Bvans told Charles Wovdhoff, soofalist historisn, thats

zooounts for the eurtallment and eventual abandomment
of almosgt nvmmmatmmmm during this Infm poriod, is

l: Hopdhoff,
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a matter of sonjosture, In all likelihood, howover, this was eaused
by the faet that the decline in mmbers was aecompanied by an ever-
ineressing ratio of vemen to men, Thus, the sisters industries (herd
gathering, spimming and weaving, hommets, baskets, knitware, dairy
produsts) gradually assuned the greatest eeonomie importances

The Shakers were extremely shrevd in the business world, and
thisy along with the exeellence of their products, emabled them %o
amacs a goodly fortune, particularly in land amd btuildings, A1l means
vhigh were not used foi wmmumm, in and
outside of the fmmily uni¢s. Evens was quite disturbed about the in.
consisteney of this situation with Shaker commmal beliefe. fe felt
that a community should be suecessfully selfesuffisient, but that it
should mot attempt to enrieh 1tself beyon# this point,

Hopaovrer vo mwmm Yo ought to
- make no nore % nm&mh u:w?e:m

mhnm go as to lay by

It wae only in these later years that the “hekers developed
anything that eould be considered a Soelalist theery. This was &
theory that related the Shoker commmity to soclety se a wholes It
was this very relation that gawe impotus to the fowmntion of the
ideclogye As the “hakers deslimed in mmber and bocame less and less
selfepustaining, their relation with the vorld beoame more and more
inportants The ideplogy whie! developed at this time did not differ
greatly in spirit fyom other provailing Sosialist modes of Thought,

le Wﬂs l Pe 162,
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Following the seven epochs of the millenial era (history i divided
into religlous periods according to the Shakers, rather than the
seonomie periods of Marx) the "new earth® promised in the revelation
of sf-.. John would appq@r. The result would be the perfection of
gecular demoeracy.

Men and women would them be found to partlei-

ate equally in social and i1tieal privileges:
End for tivation would distrimited by the
state, and would revert to the state upon the
death of the cultivatorj education weuld be free
and universal; doctors, lawyers, priests, specue
latorsy soldiers and customs collectors d be
unnecessaryj poverty, anxiety, eonflict and war
would be known no more. The heavena™ in
these last times would be the Shaker socleties,
still living apart from the world and filled
with "spiritusl celibates"; but to whom the
eltizens of the nev earth would turn for moral
guldance and spiritual insight,. '-

Although it was only in the area of religion that the Shakers
meant te influenge the outside world, and it was only in this area
that they did missionary work, Shaker influence was and still is
widespread in other areas, With this in mind with the knowledge
that commmnitarianism was not a motivating factor but merely an
outgrowth of the Shaker falth; it 1s interesting to note that the
Bhakers were considered an example by early Socialists.

Rebert Owen, Ninetsenth Century English socislist and reformer,
meouraged in his plans to develop a self-suffi-
elent soclalist community in the United States by reports of the

was unquestionably

1. BEgbert and Persons.

L DT
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snuocess of the Shalers, He visited several Shaker femilies befure
orgenizing the New Hapmony group, ™ the Dgonomlisg, the literary
organ of the Owenites, Robert Owen weote!

nmuﬁqwmammmm
ﬁ mgla&ftmm,
ehmmlﬁMwMQ.

it 1 acting
m - and disgusting mﬁﬁﬁm*::nm bl

Anothey reformer of the same pericd was A.J, MacDonald, In an
attempt to sho/the advantages snd beneflts of comwmmdtapianiem, he
drafted the following notes im 1843, comparing the stendard of liv-
ing attained by the Shakers with the living eonditions of average
mechanigs and Pammers of the tine,

T
mirsings
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mmummﬂmmm
L5
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and and :
dde mmﬁ %

to the groatest extent was J.M. Noyes, Ninetbenth Centwry Americsn

goclal reformer and founder of the (nedds Commmity

m n of the Thalers had dmm
'“ roly th o e m.m&-.

WM mm&mﬂm«um
S i mmqm Ny oy

o _-V 'a‘:
mnm@m ' Mwbmuhmwm
and Mm Mﬂimuﬂ; is very doubtful

, WMM&MWM
' muumummx
¢ existed before them and gone

The first part of this statement ¢on be readily believed, for it is
nerely & statement of fasts The Shakers did develop commmism in
the United States, and they were suceossful, The seeond stetement,
however; must be taken for wvhat it 1s worth - an opinion.
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The most intsresting thought of all is that of Ralph Weldo
Emerson. He felt that the Shaker experiment was not one of Soow
1alism at all, but of & new form of Capitalismm, The Shakers defin.
itely fumetioned on a commmal basls within the confines of their
commni tiess but in every aspect of thelr deallnge with the outeide
world, the Shakers functiocned as a corporate capitalist.

¥hat improvement is made, is made forever...

‘this Capitalist never dies, his subsistence was

long ago secured, and he has gone on now for

long scores of years in adding easy compound

interests to his stoek.''
Emerson wust thus be defining Capitalism as & mode of distribution
alone. However, as mmny definitions as Capitalism has, almost all
would sgree that 1t ig primerily a mode of production. Im this
aspeet the Shakers were definltely sceialistic.

In every aspect of thielr economic 1ifs, the Shakers schieved
that for vhileh Nineteanth Century Utopian Soclalists sought. What
was the factor that enabled the Bimkws to develop a suegessul

mndity while the others failed? Granted, the Soeclety eventually
developed an economic siructure based on sound prineiples that no
other communsl sect ever had, but how then would you aceount for
the fact that the Soelety managed to survive for fifty years or so
without any real organization? Being produsts of, amcng other t_:hmgt;
the modes of thought in contemporary psychology and the Twentleth
Gentury business world, tuc other possible motivating factors come
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to minds -~ sustenance snd competition, The latter can be eliminated
for this purpose, for the individual Shakers regeived neither
monetary nor laudatory gain for the memufacture of a produetior the
completion of a chores As far as sustensnce ig concernedy; this is
a basic drive in all human belngs, even unsuccessful oness It
appears that the motivation here must be an ideological one. As was
mentioned befbra;fevnry aspect of Shaker commmal life developed
from their religlous prineiplec. Each task zccomplished, each pro-
duet finished was 2 rededicetion of the individual to a religlous
idea. It was a reaffirmation of faith - a conerete expression of a
spiritual perfectionism, If ome 1s to look on the surface, the moral
that will be drawm ls,thatyin order for & growp to be economically
successful with the motivation of compstitiom, they must bs spiritual
perfectionistes However, from a trusly penetrating analysis, T think
2 more widely applieable concept can be deductady thet is, epeh
individual must achieve some versemal goel in his vosstional life in
order to aehisvu anything more then baré subsiastenhee without re
sorting to competition. Tt may be the love of the work or the pleas-
ure from the result, or merely a deep sense of sk&lsfaction from a
task well-done. The Shakers have set a very high example for us.

Sound eonstrugtion and perfecticn of workman-

ghip the Shekers viewed as indispensible

evidence of man's uilli;ggeag to labor faith-

fully and honestly according to God's holy

ordinances+.they achieved a funetionalism

that funeticned in fact without bensfit of

elaborate theory. Their intention was to

eliminate beauty. But in spite of themselves

they achieved it in forms so pure, so naked-

1y simple, so free from all self-conselous~
ness, as shame the artilicial artlessness
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ard mevetricious chastity thet characterizes so

W tleent modern oreations. So 1t
is & kep | ture, ne lsss than Shaker
polity ul{.s for consideratlion from a later

3 Olle ™’

We should not assume...that the Shakers were
unhappy because they were subjeet to restrictions
- and vepressions that might seem to us unbearabla,
The facts pf Shaker -‘mmshigr:}.om, deny :
unhappiness. No one who wes frustrated, repressed,
discontented, or ill-adjusted to 1ife could have
- produmed such simple and elequent work, which
g:m_ thes the aiy of ' .11% and 1S llment.
It is only when we begin to east an eye on the
tortured furniture, g:gr@ and tawdry trappings,
8

and the tesque upho of the "world" at the
mmmﬁntmmmtm products of
frustration and neurosis. Whatever fhe WMF sts
might make of the peculiar religilous attltude o

~ the Shekers, the Shakers themselves found fulfill-
ment in $t. 2 - : ‘
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When a problem arises in & society, it usually takes a strong

‘
’

group of people to take hold of it and to seek a solution. This is
the story of the Shakers. They were spiritual adventurers who tried
an experiment in buman brotherhood and attempted to understand the
human spirit.

The early Shakers came mainly from the lower middle class. It
was started because some of the people were disturbed about the social
and economic evils of society, and the uglier side of human nature.
Because of this reaction about the world around them, the Shaker reli-
gion was started in the hope that they could get away from the world
and its evils.

Jean Cavalier, a French baker, was the leader of the Camisards,
who were considered the spiritual ancestors of the Shakers. He and his
friends went along the French countryside predicting that God's kingdom
on earth was soon to arrive. In this kingdom, he told that the people
would be free from the eviles of the world. As his followers started
to grow in size, they began to be persecuted and tortured because of
their different religious beliefs. For this reason, Cavalier and a few
friends escaped to England in the early 1700's.

In 1747 James and Jane Werdley Jjoined this new movement and
announced that there was going to be a second coming of Christ very
shortly. They believed it was going to be in the form of a female.

The Wardley's added new fire to the movement which had been losing its
strength.

In 1758 Ann Lee, & daughter of a blacksmith, joined the order,
and scon by the vigor ofher personality became the accepted leager of

a new movement.




Ann Lee was born in Manchester, England on February 29, 1736.

She had no schooling and so she wes unable to read or write. In her
early teens she worked at a texile mill. At 20 she became & cook at

a public infirmary. In September 1758, she joined the dissenters led
by Jemes and Jane Wardley (Wardlaw). They had to have seml-secret
meetings in the British Isles because they were persecuted for their
strange belief. At this time they hadn't formulated e doctrine for
this new religion becsuse they hadn't really decided on the exact rules
and principles for the religion.

On Jenuary 5, 1762 Ann Lee got married to Abraham Stanley, a
Manchester blacksmith who had worked for her father, a lusty, good-
humored fellow, but unsuited to the woman he had wed. The next few years
were critical ones. Four children were born ol tke marriage, all of vhom
died in infancy. Ann saw the deaths of her children as judgments of her
“eoncupiscence" Because of this, she was unsble t.o sleep peacefully.

Remorse and misgiving, in time, developed into the comviction
that only by full cmortification of the body, could her soul be purified.
She therefore deprived herself of the everyday things that "her soul:
might hunger for nothing but God".2 Prom this, believing that she could
become pure if she deprived herself of the customery luxuries, she became
80 weak th.t.nt times she had to have her friends assist her in getting
up. After purifying herself, she felt that she would-‘ncon closer to
God.

After the death of her last child, Ann took a larger role in the
Wardley's order. The Wardley's mectings served as a source of comfort
as wvell as a place where she could release her emotions.

Ann Lee's days of soul searching and agonizing ended by her famous
vieion which signalized the birth of the Shakers. This vision came to




her vhen she was in prison on the charge of disturbing the peace. In
this vision she pictured Jesus telling her that ahe was going to be

the leader of this new religion which would be a way of life leading

to the spiritual perfection over the dead body of man's physical nature,
proving that self-denial can bring greater ecstasy than self-indulgence.
The four foundation principles were : L1l. confession of sins; 2. commun-
ity of goods; 3. celibacy; 4. withdrawal from the world.

After this vision, Mr. Wardley acknowledged Ann Lee as the spirit-
ual head of the society.

As the Wardley's order grew, tales of strange worship with shaking,
"tongue-speaking and dark prophecies, spread throughout the menor and the
surrounding towns. Charges of fanaticism, hﬁruy, even of witcheraft,
were raised against the sect, breeding a spirit of intolerance and lead-
ing eventually, to overt acts of oppression."3

Some of the members left the society, becsuse they lacked the
courage to face persecution, The handful that rmmd‘ strengthened
themselves by being loyal to one another and in the firmness of their
convictions.

The Shakers would have been unmolested if they kept their religion
and daily practice of living, separated. Instread, after having made an
honest public confession at & meeting, they went back _1nto the world
determined to sin no more. This idea of practicing what you preach
(wvhich was done by the Shakers) was one of the reesons the Shakers had to
leave England. The Mﬂ, after hearing sbout the English colonies in
Anerica wvhere democracy u;d freedom were being discussed, decided to
travel to America. So on May 19, 1774, they set sail from Liverpool,
England to New York. The Wardleys remained behind; their part in the

great adventure was finished.



John Hocknell, who arranged for the voyage to America, paying a
large share of the passage money, also bought & tract of land in Albany,
New York where the Shakers first found a real home. During the summer
of 1176, they worked at Niskayuna, New York (near Albany), draining and
clearing the land putting up buildings, preparing the soil for crops,
so'.that they might become & self-sufficient community. For the next
three and @ half years they worked and worshipped in peace that seemed
like a heavenly interlude between the persecutions and hardships they
left behind in England. BSome of the members began to get restless, fear-
ing that their mission had come to & dead end since no new members ceme
to join them. Mother Ann was not worried and promised that in a little
while there would be many in search for the Shaker gospel. Mother Ann
Lee vas right. In the spring of 1779, New Lebanon, New York became the
center of religious revival meetings which were common in American colo-
nies during the last half of the 18th century. It is claimed that these
rovinll were started because of their reaction to deism. This took
place during the American Revolution. The revivalism was a form of
hyntolru springing from the fear and unfulfilled desires of religion and
wvar. The theme of the New Lebanon revival sermons was the second coming
of Christ. The people were ready to make any sacrifice to follow anyone
who would led them to a fuller, tﬁ.rmaruro.

Soon after, most of the hysteria had died out. The few who remain-
ed didn't give up hope 'imnnding a wvay of life leading to the spiritual
perfection over men's physical nature. Finally the revivalists in New
Lebanon learned about the Shakerk gospel in Albany and adopted it. In
a few yesrs, New Lebanon became the center of Shaker life in the New

World.




One of chief reasons why Shakerism out-lived some of the other
societies of its tim e was because of its thorough organization on the
material side, and its success in agriculture and Mtry.

Shaker industries were set up to supply the needs of their society
with an eye to the demands of the outside world. Both the farm and the
shops functioned tovards each of these ends. The products of each vere
as necessary for the well beng of the Believers as they were useful in
the world which lay beyond their secluded domsins. The Shakers tried to
use each item they made or bought to their best advantage, md in doing
80 thzy improved the particular item.

Entrance 1ntothiuﬁunhinmlv.dnotonlyfnodatrmnll
involvements but a full dedieation of all personal property. !hfl meant
that in order to become a Shaker, you had to separate yourself fromthe
outside world and allo give up all faur personal properties to the Shaker
" church. As Mother Ann Lee eo well put it, ™fo work is to worship",h
ind that the Believers ihould, "put their bands to work and their mm
to God."? |

Every incoming member was sssigned to the work which he or she
could most pm_ﬁuhly do. If a man was engaged in a particular trade
before entering the Shakers, he usually found thegpportunity to continue
in this seme trade once he joined the Believers. Some of the brethren
had two or more trades. The Shakers also believed in "variety of labor,
for variety of occupations is a source of pleasure.'® In the daily
Journals kept by some of the brethren and sisters, they state that the
variety of chores and tasks were often a part of a daily routine, and
that expression of satisfaction or relief were common in the diariesvhen |
the diarist was about to enter or leave some particular occupation in

vhich a system of rotation of labor was practised.




The actual business affairs of the society were under the direction
of trustees. There were 2 of these officers in each order who could be
removed by the dders of that order. Each of these trustees hpt an
aceount of ell disbursements and receipts, and the two registers were
then compared by the ministry at the close of each year.

The society was not "one great community of temporal interests,” 7
but was divided into conmunities or families, each having a separate
orga.ﬁiut:lon.

The reasons for the division of the society were that they thought
that the management of the property would be less difficult and "that in
case of & grest loss by one Family the others help bear the burden." &
The trustees also bought end sold products to the ocutside world as well:
as to other families.

In such industries &s tanning, broon--lking, the cultivation of
garden seeds, the extraction of juices from barks and plents, manufacture
of W-, hats, gloves, fans, baskets, and the production of furniture
they carried out a careful uﬂsion of lator. Each member had his or her
appointed job at a certain time. In these early group activities of the
Shakers, one can recognize the starting of large scale or mass production
enterprises.

Their spiritual destiny accounts for the progress in the applied
sciences and the success in business. They were working for the ends
which were more stimulating and significant than personal advancement.

The proof of their genius for efficiency and improvements is shown
in their many inventions and labor-saving d.evices.A The inventions
catered not to frailities of human nature but to the genuine needs of

society; the inventions were meant to serve a real need.




The Shakers achieved an enviable reputation for their reliability
and honesty end their uniformity of high quality goods. "Nearly ell of
their many valuable invéntions have been unpatented. To the Shaker,
petent money savors of monopoly, the opposite of the Qolden Rule."® If
one Pamily needed a piece of equipment which they didn't have, they would
borrow it from another family or from the outside world.

Beveral different methods of conducting business were adopted by
the early Shakers; the consigmment of goods to established agencles; the
establishment of regular routes for the purpose of soliciting ordu.'l and
delivering goods; the retailing of manufactures; wholesaling of products
through distributing houses; and also exchange. Some of their best pro- -
ducts were garden seeds, brooms, medical extracts, chairs and fout
benches. Because of the Shaker regulations, most of the productswere
sold for cash. The principals and rules of the society forbade trustees
or assistants from doing business on credit.

According to the Shaker philosophy and religion, beauty was ocne of
the devil's snares to catch the worldly-minded. For this reason they had
no interest in the theories of esthetics, but they had a profound interest
in practical techniquew. They were craftsmen with pride in their craft,
and pride in the contribution of their handling of their craft. Every-
thing was for usefulness not for display. They were concerned with the
strength, lightness, and suitability for their products. Shaker funciion-
alism is really summed up in the Shaker phrase that, "Every force involves
a form."¥

The informelity found in Shaker life and culture gave the Shakers
their besuty and their distinction fron other societies. The English
founders belonged to the artisan class which was very little removed from
the peasants. Most of the United States members also came from the same
class in society. The Swedishied & lot of influence in Shaker dress and

furniture.




The best period of craftemenship fell in the era just before the
Civil War. This happened because the original desire for simplicity
and order was still warm and creative. The furniture was simple because
of this passion for essentials, rather than leck of imagination. YThe
craftsmen labored for neither master nor mrket demand, but for a commun-
ity which he believed would be timeless.'l

Mother Ann Lee was convinced in equal rights for women. For this
reason all women who entered the Believers were coequal with mﬁ in all
the privileges and responsibilities of leadership and labor. Much of the
time the Shaker sisters were occupied by such domestic tasks as washing
ironing, cooking, cleaning, ménding, and taking care of the many girls

. who were placed in their care.

Religious emphasis was placed on order and cleanliness, and since
most of the dwellings were rather large, you can see that the househcld
occupations represented no small undertaking. The work was carefully
organized and through routine a high standard of efficiency was maintained.
The system of rotation in such places as the kitchen kept the necessary
routine from being monotonous. Some of the other duties of the sistes
was to help the brethen in the herb and seed garden, print labels used
on herb packages, made paper and cloth bags and helped inthe preparation
of apply sauce.

The Shakers used to get their recretation by dancing and singing
after a long days work. Music and dance also played a large part in
their religious ritual. Before the 1700's neither dancing nor singing
showed any ordered form. The songs were syllables or phrases repeated
over and over again in the key that the singer chose. The aances which
consisted of whirling and leaping had no regulerity of rhythum and had

no planning for gneral effect. The first songs called solemn songs were




chanted vithout.. words. The earliest dancing was called promiscuous al-
though this didn't imply the mingling of sexes, but dmply unorganized
individual dancing in the sister and brethren groups.

Singing and dancing were either spontaneous outward expressions
of inner Jjoy and exaltation or exercises of l.basenent_ and the trampling
08 sin underfoot. It was a "laboring to get good." 12

' Unlife the time of the Shakers vhen people were able to get eway
from the evils of the world, today unfortunetely we aren't able to-xI
-sometimes feel sorry that I am not able to get away from some of the
present-day horrors such as the atomic bomb and prejudice. Since we
are not able to get away from the evils by leaving the world, we should
follow example shown by the Shakers who tried to make a better world.
The Shakers got what they worked for and yet by worldly standards, fafled.

Perhaps this judgment is not the final om:f




FOOT NOTES

l. Edward D. Andrews, The People Called Shakers,
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1953) P. O

2. Ivid, p. 8
3. Ibid, p. 9

+s BEdward D. Andrews, The Community Industries of the Shaxcrs
(Albany; New York State University, 19 3_)_ p. 30

5. Ibid, p. 30
6. Ibid, p. 31
7. Ibid, p. 36
. IWld, p. 36
Y. Ibid, p. 39
10. Marguerite F. Melcher, The Shaker Adventure,
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1941) p. 193
11. Ibid, p. 195 |
12. Ibid, p. 219
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Dear Sib and Jerry,

o - ngfs very orfy’iﬁ took, me so long
“W‘ but lately I have

been really tied down with work. A side from
the regular school homework I have also
been involved in sports. In the fall I was
on the Junior Varsity Soccer Team and now
I'm on the Junior Varsity Basketball Team.
I am 8lso involwed in a few of the school's
activities whiech just adds a little more to
my mass confusion.

I was sorry that I couldn't go to
Winter Reunion but due to baskebball practice
I wasn't able to go. From what I heard,it
was a lot of fun and everybody got something
out of it. By the way, are there skiing rates
for groups? I was wondering because I belong
to a ski group in Great Neck and I thought
that we might be abke to go to Shaker for a
day or so.

Please send my regards to Peter and
Itm sorry I put you to all that trouble
about the records.

. ‘ - X;(,-}-':‘,C_L (X (.‘ /. %) : Y
‘ﬁ? f( H”‘f)"il')("f"é"‘ W font, Niay r"‘f";; NJ,)/: “4 ‘-L\-ZCAi}LG g Ra—
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SHAKER SYMBOLIC MUSIC

An old form of Shaker music conslsts of a single
line of symbolic notes written below the appropriate
words, Conversion to conventional notation 1s not dif-
ficult though not necessarily obvious.

An interlinear arrangement of the old and conventional .
forms is shown in Figure 1. The old form consists only
of the words and the symbols below them,

The following information expléins and supplements
the figures,

The songs were used for worship as devotional hymnms,
prayers, and during exorcising dances. Of necessity, the
latter had a strong, Qteady beat.

At rare times, some intended note is beyond the voice
range., In this case, 2 pair of notes 1s shown; the lower
one 1s the alternate,

The songs were written on lined writing paper; these
lines help identify the intended octive. Every note has a
unique symbol within an octive range. Notes related by an
octive are shown by the relative positioning of the notes
around a casual reference line,

All songs are written in C Major or D Minor (or in the
Dorian Mode). The singers use a relative key; 1. e., 2
C Major song might be sung in F Ma jor for the singers

convenlence,
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The note duration is changed by: 1) a suffixed dot
to indicate one aﬁd one-half times the orginal values,

2) a vertical bar for doubling the original values, 3) a
dash above or below the note to indicate one-half of the
original value, 4) a double or triple dash above the nd e
to indicate one-fourth or one-eighth of the original value;
5) a slur across several notes to show that the effective
duration is the sum of both original notes; and 6) a
combination of these notations., The notes.(symbols) with=
out any.dots of dashes éhdﬁld be éonsidered a one-fourth
note,

The related scales and time values are shown in Figure 2,

The rhythm and tempgare indicated at the beginning of
the song by a fraction, a small number, and/or a symbolg

_The prefixed fraction written in many of the Shaker songs
is not a time signature as in conventional notation,

Each song belongs in one of two clkasses: 1) an even
number of notes per beat as in conventional 2/4, 4/4 time
or 2) sn odd number of notes per beat as in conventional
3/8 or 6/8 time, This division can be seen in the rhythm
and temmp indication at the beginning of each song.

The songs are not divided into measures; therefore, the
translalator must decide to measure a song into 2/4 or 4/4,

etc,

The rhythm and temp conversions are shown in Figure 3,
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The following procedure may help one to transcribe the
old notation into the conventional notation;

1, Write the words below the staff,
2, Agsume initially that the song is written in
either 4/4 or 6/8 time, Cf. Figure 3.
3. Translate the symbolic notes into conventional
staff notation. A note with no time adjustment
(1,e. suffixed dots or associated bars) is a 1/4
note,
4, Assign appropriate bars to indicgte tl® measues,
It might be helpful to sing the song and identify
the important natural first beats at several places
in the song. Calculate the full measures forward
and backward from these key notes., This may help
to make pickup notes more obvious,
5, Place repeat signs in the proper places,
Usually, the song is in two parts. (Each part is
sung twice inrsuccession and the total song is re-
peated as often as is desiréd.)-
6. The beginning and ending measure of each part
will sometimes need adjustment in order t o complete
the measure satisfactorily.
7. Prefix the correct time signature and the key
notation if D Minor is intendéd.
8. At this point, the song may be in an awkward

key. Tran51§£§ it to a convenient relative key,



Figure 3: Rhythm and Tempo Sicnature

X g 4 or 2 time; where X denotes tempo, and the 2
4 4

indicates that thers will be two ma jor beats per measure,

(See Figure 1b for exgmple,)
‘ Length (inches) of s£ring

_ X ¥ notes/minute of speediometer
Kdagio 1 80 22
Largo 2 91 17
Allegro 3 106 12,5
Presto 4 128 to 160 , Be75 to 5,5
-
6 or _ 3
g = "8 4 time; where N denotes tempo
(See Figure la for example.)
s S Length of string (inches)
N 8 notes/minute of speediometer
1 106 1245
2 122 905
3 142 T
4 170 to 213 4,75 to 3,125
5 213  3.125
6 250 to 300 2,75 to 1.5
7 300 1.5
L - _140 x 10° L = inchet
: f = frequency (cycles/minute)

These values have been adopted from an old bogk printed

at New Lebanon in 1843,
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Robert C, Opdahl

SHAKER SYMBOLIC MUSIC

An 0ld form of Shaker music consists of a single line of
symbolic notes written below the appropriate words, Conversion to
conventional notation is not difficult though not necessarily
obvious,

An interlinear arrangement of the old and conventional
forms is shown in Figure 1., The dd form consists only of the words
and the symbols below them,

The following information explains and supplements the
figures,

The songs were used for worship as devotional hymns,
prayers, and during exorcising dances, Of necessity, the latter had
a strong, steady beat,

At rare times, some intended note is beyond the voice range,
In this case, a pair of notes is shown; the lower one is the alternate,

The songs were written on lined writing paper; these lines
help identify the intended octave. Every note has a unique symbol
within an octave range, Notes related by an octave are shown by
the relative positioning of the notes around a casual reference line,

All songs are written in C Major or D Minor (or in the
Dorian Mode), The singers use a relative key; i.e.— a C Major song
might be sung in F Major for the singers convenience,

The note duration is changed by: 1) a suffixed dot to
indicate one and one-half times the original values, 2) a vertical

bar for doubling the original values, 3) a dash above or below the
1



SHAKER SYMBOLIC MUSIC

An old form of Shaker music consists of a single line of

symbolic notes written below the appropriate worde, Conversion to

conventional notation is not 4ifficult though not necessarily
obvioue,

An interlinear arrangement of the old and conventional
forms is shown in Figure 1, The dd form consists only of the words
and the symbols below them,

The folleowing information explains and supplements the
figures,

The songs were used for worship as devotional hymns,
prayere, and during exoreising dances, Of necessiiy, the latter had
a strong, steady beat,

At rare times, some intended note is beyond the voice range,
In thie case, a pair of notes is shown; the lower one is the alternate,

The songs were written on lined writing paper; these lines
help identify the intended octave, Every note has a unique symbol
within an octave range, Notes related by an octave are shown by
the relative positioning of the notees around a casual reference line,

All songs are written in C Major or D Minor (or in the
Dorian Mode)., The singers use a relative key; i.e.,- a C Major song
might be sung in F Major for the singers convenience,

The note duration is changed by: 1) a suffixed dot to
indicate one and one-half times fhe original values, 2) a vertical
bar for doubling iho original values, 3) a dash above or below the

1




Robert C, Opdahl

SHAKER SYMBOLIC MUSIC

An old form of Shaker music consiste of a single line of
symbolic notes written below the appropriate words, Conversion te
conventional notation is not difficult though not necessarily
obvious,

An interlinear arrangement of the old and conventionmal
forme is shown in Figure 1, The <d form consists only of the words
and the symbole below them,

The following information explaine and supplements the
figsures,

The songs were used for worship as devotional hymne,
prayers, and during exoreising dances, Of neceseity, the latter had
a strong, steady beat,

At rare times, some intended note ies beyond the voice range,
In this case, a pair of notes is shown; the lower one is the alternate,

The songs were written on lined writing paper; these lines
‘help identify the intended octave. Every note has a unique symbol
within an octave range. WNotes related by an octave are shown by
the relative positioning of the notes around a casual reference line,

All songs are written in C Major or D Minor (or in the
Dorian Mode). The eingers use a relative key; i.e.- a C Major song
might be sung in F Major for the singers convenience,

The note duration is changed by: 1) a suffixed dot to
indicate one and one-half times the original values, 2) a vertical
bar for doubling the original values, 3) a dash above or below the

1
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note to indicate one-helf of the original value, 4) a double or triple
dash above the note to indicate one-fourth or one-eighth of the
original value; 5) a slur across several notes to show that the
effective duration is the sum of both original notes, and 6) a
combination of these notations, The notes (symbols) without any dots
or dashes should be considered a one-fourth note,

The related scales and time values are shown in Figure 2,

The rhythm and tempo are indicated at the beginning of the
song by a fraction, a small number, and/or a symbol. The prefixed
fraction written in many of the Shaker songs is not a time signature
as in conventional notation,

Each song belongs in one of two classes: 1) an even number
of notes per beat as in conventional 2/4, 4// time or 2) an odd
number of notes per beat as in conventional 3/8 or 6/8 time, This
division can be seen in the rhythm and tempo indication at the
beginning of each song.

The songs are not divided into measures; therefore, the
translator must decide to measure a song into 2/4 or 4/4, etc.

The rhythm and tempo conversions are shown in Figure 3.

The following procedure may help one to transcribe the old
notation into the conventional notation:

1, Write the words below the staff,

2. Assume initially that the song is writtem in either 4// or
6/8 time, Cf, Figure 3,

3. Translate the symbolic notes into conventional staff notation,

A note with no time adjustment (i.e. suffixed dote or associated
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note to indicate one-helf of the original value, 4) a double or triple
dash above the note to indicate one-fourth or one-eighth of the
original value; 5) a slur across peveral notes to show that the
effective duration is the sum of both original notes, and 6) a
combination of these notations, The notes (symbols) without any dots
or dashes should be considered a one-fourth note, '

The related seales and ti;e values are shown in Figure 2,

The rhythm and tempo are indicated at the beginning of the
song by a fraction, a small number, and/or a symbol, The prefixed
fraction written in many of the Shaker songs is not a time esignature
ag in conventional notation,

Each song belongs in one of two classes: 1) an even number
of notes per beat as in conventional 2/4, 4/4 time or 2) an odd
number of notee per beat as in conventional 3/8 orl 6/8 time, This
divielon can be seen in the rhythm and tempo indication at the
teginning of each song, -

The songs are not divided 1ntc»l measures; thﬁrafore, the
translator must decide to measure a song into 2/4 or 4/4, ete,

The rhythm and tempo ccmrsioﬁs are shown in Figure 3,

The following procedure may help one to transeribe the old
notation into the conventional notation:

l, Write the words below the staff,

2, Assume initially that the song is written ia either 4/4 or
6/8 time, Cf, Figure 3,

3. Translate the symbolic notes into conventional staff notation,
A note with no time adjustment (i,e, suffixed dots or assoclated
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note to indicate one-helf of the original value, 4) a double or trifple
dash above the note to indicate one-fourth or ono-eighf.h of the
original value; 5) a slur acrose several notes to eshow that the
effective duration is the sum of both original notes, and 6) a
combination of these notations, The notes (symbols) without any dots
or dashes should be considered a one-fourth note,

The related scales and time values are shown in Figure 2,

The rhythm and tempo are indicated at the begimning of the
song by a fraction, a small number, and/or a symbol, The prefixed
fraction written in many of the fhaker songe is pot a time esignature
ag 1in conventional notation, -

Fach song belongs in one of two classes: 1) an even number
of notes per beat as in conventional 2/4, 4/4 time or 2) an odd
number of notes per beat as in conventional 3/8 or 6/8 time, This
diviaion can be seen in the rhythm and tempo indication at the
beginning of each song,

The songs are not divided into measures; therefore, the
translator must declde to mamro’l song into 2/4 or 4/4, ete,

The rhythm l.nd tempo conversione are shown in Figure 3,

The following procedure may help one to transeribe the old
notation into the conventional notation:

1, Write the words below the staff,
2, Assume initially that the song is written in either 4/4 or
6/8 time, Cf. Figure 3,
3. Translate the symbolic notes into conventional staff notation.
A note with no time adjuetment (i.e. suffixed dote or associated
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4.

5.

7o

bars) is a 1/4 note,

Assign appropriate barsg to indicate the measures. It might
be helpful to sing the song and identify the important
natural first beats at several places in the song. Calculate
the full measures forward and backward from these key notes,
This may help to make pickup notes more obvious,

Place repeat signs in the proper places, Usually, the song
is in two parts, (Each part is sung twice in succession

and the total song is repeated as often as is desired.)

The beginning and ending measure of each part will scmetimes
need adjustment in order to complete the measure satisfactorily,
Prefix the correct time signature and the key notation if D
Minor is intended.

At this point, the song may be in an awkward key, Translate

it to a convenlent relative key.
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8.

bars) is a 1/4 note,

Assign appropriate bars to indicate the measures, It might
be helpful %o sing the song and identify the important
natural first beats at several places in the song, Calculate
the full measures forgard and backward from these key notes,
This may help to make pickup notes more obvious,

Flace repeat signs in the proper places, Usually, the song
is in two parts, (Fach part is sung twice in succeesion

and the total song is repeated as often ae ig desired,)

The beginning and ending measure of each part will sometimes
need adjustment in order to complete the measure satisfactorily,
Prefix the correct time signature and the key notation if D
Minor is intended,

At thie point, the song may be in an awkward key, Translate

it to a convenient relative key.
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7.

bars) is a 1/4 note,

Assign appropriate barg to indicate the measures, It might
be helpful to sing the song and identify the important
natural first beats at several places in the song. Calculate

the full measures forward and backward from these key notes,

This may help to make pickup notes more obvious,

Place repeat signs in the proper places, Usually, the song

is in two parté. (Yach part is sung twice in succession

and the totl.l song is repeated as often as is desired,)

The beginning and ending measure of each part will sometimes
need adjruptmnt in order to complete the measure satisfactorily,
Prefix the correct time aigrntﬁ and the key notatiomn if D
Minor is intended,

At thie point, the song may be in an awkward key, Translate

it to ‘A convenient relative key,




Figure 3: hm Te 8

X =4 or_2 time; where X denotes tempo, and the 2 indicates
2 4 4

that there will be two major beats per measure,
(See Figure 1lb for example,)

Length (inches) of string

X 4 notes per minute e er
Adagio 1 80 22
Largo 2 91 T -
Allegro 3 106 12,5
Presto 4 128 to 160 8,75 to 5,5

N
i—g- or -2-— time; where N denotes tempo

(See Figure la for example,)

Length of string (inches)

N 1/8 notes/minute of speediometer
1 106 12,5
2 122 95
g 142 | o
4 170 to 213 4.75 to 3,125
5 213 . . 361235
6 250 to 300 2,75 to 1,5
Te 300 1.5

L = Oufc 03 L = inches

f = frequency (cyclee/minute)

These values have been adopted from an old book printed at New Lebanon
in 1843,
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THE SHAKER'S

HANDS TO WORK AND HEARTS T0 GOD-

This was the motto of that remarkable group known as Shakers,
whose workshop 1s on exhibit in the JUNIOR MUSEUM today.,

The Shakers were, like the Puritans before them, one of the
many groups who have fled persecution in the o0ld world and
found refuge ih Ameriéa, but they have particular significance
for us in this area because their first settlement was in
Watervliet, then known as Niskeyuna, (the Indian name for good
maize land), in 1776. They were led by Mother Ann Lee, a
courageous and hard-working woman, whose religious message
Spread to many places. Mother Ann Lee is buried in the
little Shaker cemetery in Watervliet. At New Lebanon, (or
Mount Lebanon as it is sometimes called) New York, and at
Hancock, Massachusetts, were two of the important Shaker
settlements in this vicinity. New Lebanon, in particular,
set the pattern for all the other Shaker cormunities to follow.
Here was set up the Shaker system of goevernment, which included
elders and eldresses, deacons and deaconesses, and trustees,

to carry on the religious teachings, to enforce the social



i

rules, and to run the practical business affairs of the

Shakers for well over a hundred years, Shakers never married.
The sisters and brethren lived in Separate quarters in the

same house; each had a separate set of duties to perform,

and met together for common worship,

Separation from the world did not, however, mean cutting
off all worldly associations. The Shakers desired to work
out their own salvation, but they maintained themselves by
developing at an early period several industries which brought
them into many business relationships with the outside world.

The purpose of our sxhibit here at the Junior Museum is
to show how, through objects used in the everyday life of

the Shakers, we become more conscious of the rich natilonal

inheritance they left us. Shaker products are symbols of

|

f
their creed, free from all unnecessary ornament. Their '

(
furniture is unpretentious, like the people .who made it. L

It is perfectly simple, but not plain, and each piece geems to \
have an didentity of its own. Unless a thing were useful, it }
|
was superfluous. They worked for perfection in everything. /

Farming and gardening were the chief employments at the o
three Shaker settlements in New York State, Besides raising
broom corn for brooms, sweet corn for the dried sweet corn
industry, and horticultural products for the garden seed and

extract business, the Shakers made mops, mats, fans, dusters,

clocks, oval boxes, horse-whips, buttons, fancy baskets, cloaks,
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fur and wool hats, bonnets, and many other things. They
developed a chair-making business which brought them great
fame, and the following little verse shows oven their flair
for advertising:

Should any one care

for a good Shaker chair

At Mount Lebanon, N.Y. let them call,

We have them just right

Cherry color and white

And can suit both the great and the small.

At the height of the Shaker movement, just before the

Civil War, there were Shaker communities in Massachusetts,
Connecticut, New Hampshire, Maine, Kentucky, Indiana and Ohio,
with about six thousand members, But after the Civil War
they began to decline. Wars and depressions limited their
funds, competition deprived them of their industries. Fewer
and fewer converts, and especially few children and young
people came into the movement. Today there are only three
active groups, in Canterbury, New Hempshire, at Sabbathday
Lake, Maine, and at Hancock, Massachusetts, with somo thirty-

five members. They are proud of their past, and hope that

some day their society will live again,
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The two "Shaker ladies" in our JUNIOR MUSEUM are dressed
in authentic Shaker costumes, and the room in which they stand
is 2 reproduction of one of the Sisters' workrooms. Here we
see the peg board that was part of every Shaker room, so that
chairs could be hung up during cleaning, and upon which outside
clothing, clocks, and tools could be hung, for to the Shakers
order was Heaven's first law, Pegs on the outside of wood-
boxes, on furniture, and on cabinets held brooms for the immediate
removal of a speck of dirt, for "there is no dirt in Heaven."
Here also is the tailoress's table, with its fifty-four inch
ruler, the pair of Shaker shears, and the sewing machine, where
the Sisters worked diligently on the dresses and cloaks which
they wore, and sometimes sold to the "world's people", as
outsiders were called, The sewing chest and button box, and
also the tailor's goose (which is an iron) and the trivet,
were, of course, part of the Sisters! equipment. The Shaker
stove in our room was a Shaker invention, and the Sister used
it to heat her iron too. The piece of woolen cloth which

one of the Shaker ladies holds was woven and dyed by the Sisters,
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The large chest you see as you enter the Shaker room is a
wonderful example of Shaker cabinet work, and inside you
may see some of the Shaker hats and bonnets, and the molds
on which they were made. Notice, too, the famous Shaker
chairs,

On the floor undernsath the smaller table is a Shaker
rug, and the unpapered walls, the shining floor, and the
plain finish of the woodwork all help to create the Shaker

atmosphere.,

In the corridor of our Museum the cases contain
maps of the Shaker settlements, and more examples of Shaker
industry. Here we see a basket molded in a graceful shape,
one . of their beautiful oval boxes, a mebal pen, and a clay
pipe made by them. Here also is a large brown seed box, and
inside some of the seeds, medicinal herbs, and sieves made
from horsehair and silk and used in breparing medicines. The
labels, too, were distindtively Shaker products, for which
they invented special machines. The Shakers were among the
first in this country to practice a more or less sclentific

gathering and classifying of herbs for medicinal uses, Some




of the herbs were cultivated, but a large number were found
wild, and gathered in woods and fields by oShaker children.
Rose water, attar of roses, and violet water were other
products they made and sold in large quantities and in many
places.

In the smaller case we see a picture of the Mount
Lebanon "family", There is also an old account book of the
Meneely Bell Company, of Troy, showing an entry of sale of
one of the famous Meneely bells to the Mount Lebanon Shakers,

We can see from the articles on display in the third
case how Ingenious and inventive the Shaksrs were and how
indebted we are to them today. The modern broom we show
1s a direct result of the inventions of the Watervliet Shakers.
Shaker brooms were outstandingly good brooms, well-sewn, for
one of the Dbrethren had invented the pierced needle with which
this work was done. Before the Shaker design, brooms had been
round, but the Shaker brother developed a two- jaw wooden vise
which flattened the rounded broom and it was then sewn to
hold its form.n The Shaker broom is almost a symbol of
Shakerism, Lts manufacture was one of their favorite
industries; they never disgraced it by making it stand behind
a door, but it was always hung up against the wall when not
in use, The clothespins we use today are also based on

a Shaker design,



The circular saw in our case is credited to
Sister Sarah Babbitt, - the story 1s told that while
watching some brethren saw, she noticed the lost
motion, and the idea of a2 circular saw came to
her, She made herself a notched disk out of tin,
this she slipped onto her spinning wheel, and
finding it adequate to saw shingles, told of her
work, which resulted in the one-pisce metal
circular saw still used today,

The Shaker sweater shown has a characteristic ohaker
knitting stitch, ard many fashionable stores feature this
bulky type of sweater today, The sweater in our case has
on it the letter "W" for Williams College, whose students
purchased many of these sweaters from the nearby Shakers,

The preparation of wholescome food was considered
important by the Shakers, and they achieved a considerable
reputation-for their recipes and meals. They were among
the first to advocate a greater use of vegetables and fruit,
and the use of whole wheat grain in making flour, Our modern
Shaker cookbook recrea tes some of their dishes and tells of

the ingredients to be used,




Undoubtedly today the most widely appreciated and
best known product of the Shakers is their furniture,
cabinet work, and architectural design: The reprint from the
magazine "HOUSE AND GARDEN" in our display devotes a large part
of this issue to illustrating the use of Shaker designs today.
Shaker built-in cabinets are studied and copied in many modern
houses, their furniture and the small objects which were part
of their everyday living are being collected as contributions
to American art, and the plans of their various buildings,
both inside and out, are often followed today, They have an
order and balance which are timeless.

The list of their inventions, designs, and labor-
saving devices is a long one; very few were patented, but
were made for the whole world to use. They have left an
indelible impression on many phases of our daily lives for

which we may all well express a feeling of gratitude,




If you would like to learn more about the Shakers,

you might read one of thse following books:

THE SHAKER ADVENTURE by Marguerite F. Melcher
THE PEOPLE CALLED SHAKIRS by Edward D. Andrews
THE COMMUNITY INDUSTRIES

OF THE SHAKIRS by Edward D. Andrews,

(New York State Museum
Handbook 15).

Or perhaps when you are out for a drive some pleasant day,

you might stop at the liount Lebanon villages off Routée 20,

as shown on our map. There you will see the long, five-
story stone barn of the North Family; the arched-roof Shaker
church of the Church Family, in the Darrow School area:

the old Shaker schoolhouse, the stone apple drying house,

and further up the mountain the o0ld chair factory of the

South Family in the Shaker Work Camp area. On the other
side of the mountain, in Hancock, liassachusetts, is the
famous circular stone barn, and an old Shaker burying-ground,
You might also like to visit the Shaker Museum at 0l1d Chatham,
New York, which contains a fine collection of Shaker industries,
and, even nearer to us, the most extensive collection of all-

the New York State History Collection at 1260 Broadway, lMenands.
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And when you pass the Ann Lee Home, which was
built by the County of Albany on land purchased from the
Watervliet Shakers, or watch the planes at the Albany
Alrport, remember that here was the first home of these

valiant people, and that we are proud that they chose

this site,

THE SHAKER EXHIBIT IS ON DISPLAY AT
THE RENSSELAER COUNTY JUNTOR MUSEUM

From October 11, 1957 to Feb, 15, 1958,

This booklet has been compiled by Mrs. Samuel Rezneck
and Mrs, Marcus L. Filley of the Museum staff,

The cover was designed and adapted by the Shaker Village
Workshop Group from a Shaker "Spirit Drawing" made by
Sister Hannah Cohoon in 1854, entitled "Tres of Life."
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