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".ssHands to Work and...Hearts to God"

Mother Ann's (Ann Lees, 1736-1784) guiﬁing tenets for
her peopls were: “Be faithful to the gospel; be neat and in-
dustrious; put your hands to work and your hearts to God".
Thus reads the master rule of the eldest continuing commun-
istic society in the world today, the United Society of Be-
lievers in the Second Coming of Christ (as they call themselves)
or the American Shakers. We shall herein briefly view some
of the products of that philosophy of life and work.

The Shakers made many continuing contributions to our
culture. Since they didn't believe in waste or in fancy orna-
o mentétion, thé work they did was strong and lasting in its
| | simplicity and functional value. The farm world and the home
| might both ba much Ffurther behind than they are taday if it
were not for the Shakers.

Thé usual procedure for American farmers at the time of
the greatest strength of the Shakers was to plant what and
where they could. Not so the United Society; they sot up a
systam;For the rotation of crops in neatly marked fields.
From those well-plénned acres came aone of the Society's first
and greatest industries, the production of world-Ffamous
Shaker Seeds.

This business enterprise began in 1790 at Watarvliet (then

?;&;} 1. M.F.Melcher, The Shaker Adventure, Princeton, N.I.{ PFrinceton
a University Press, 1941. p. 158, '
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Ty Niskayuna), New York when Joseph Turner, for the Pirst time in

that area, sold the community's surplus farm seeds. Brother

Turner's seeds were such a success that his successor, Ebenszer
Alden, found it necessary to invent a printing box For putting

labsls on seed bags. In ﬁ811, twenty-one years after the first
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sale, David Osborne, Trustee at Watervliet, recorded an average
| annual sale of Gbout $300.00,

; ' with the typical Shaker enterprise applied to this seed

&

bisinsss. it soon became @ major source of revenue for the
A .

Sgﬁiety. Then came the cuﬁcept'of what we now call "guality
‘control®™. One Brather, Morrsl Baker, decided that just any
sead wasn't good enough to be snld}as Shaker Seed. In his
A ‘attempt to improve the seeds in the labelled bags, he soon

{ v , found himself launched }ntu a proéram of ressarch and experi-
mantation which considerably improved the stod; from which the
seeds came and contributed to the study aof ﬁlant genstics.

Mare to his taste méy have been the fact that with his new
seeds on the market, the annuél intake was raised to $1,000.00,

As part of his program, Brother Baker required that ths

Society unite in a written pact to the effect that no "outside
world™ seeds would ever be sold with or as Shaker Seeds. How

many products today can guarantee to be "100% pure"?

After this there was no stopping the seed-peddlars from
\
the United Society. For many years seed wagons roamed the !

cauntryside selling the pure Shaker product. Eventually, ex-
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pansion meant setting up distribution and mérketing placas.,

OF these Albany, Poughkeepsie, New York anﬁ Brooklyn were the
musf prominent. From New York, the seeds ware‘shipped all over
the world, . _ . |

This work in horticulture led naturally into the growing
of herhs, The Shakers waere the first people to systematically
gather and classify herbs. Thess they'snld in dry, o0il and
extract forms. In New Lebanon, New York, the major portion
oﬂ:ths herbs that were grown went into “Corbstt's Shaker Syrup
OFESarsparillé“. a cure-all which was a medicine remarkable
for its healtﬁful composition and purity. The Shaker herhbs
and medicines werse sold in Europe, teo, England being the prime
market, . .

An intaresting insight into how the Shaker religious rules
;nteractedlwith their business acumen was demonstrated in their
production of rosewater. This perfume was made end sold to the
'du£slde world®, although their religion forbade its use. To
remova the temptat;nn of wearing a rose from the Sisters who
worked with them, the flowers were cut without stems,

Fruit-growing was anuther area of agriculture in which
the Shakers excelled. They were the originaﬁors of the quince
apple, Shaker pippin, Shakep greening and a'yariety of sweet
apples for drying., ‘For themselves, the Shakers used the apples
in cider, applesaué%, boiled cider sauce and pastries. They
dried apples in great lofts for their use all year and sold

great. qguantities of their dried surplus,. Their apple business
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gventually Spraad to includa the salling of apple producta

gnd'apple seedlings to the wurld & penple ‘ From New Lebanon

é9pecia11y. apple products such as. sugar and syrup brcunht in
such revenuss that in 1828 ‘the processing or these foods For
sale became a ma jor and separate industry oF th9 Soci?ty.

~ Another and slightly unusual business area For tha Shakers
wss stock breeding. nlthough tatally celibate thenselvps. these
amazing people became axparts 1n the theory DF eugenlc brepdinq
of stock animals. Cattla. sheep. gaots, hurae"— they 1paqad
their animals for breeding and sold their young gtock tu 1n-

terested markets as Far away as Eurnpe.

An uutgromth of the Shakers’ growinq nF Field crops was

thair cultiuaticn of’ hroom corn. In 1791, 1t was grcwn in

materuliat with the othar corns; not until 1798 did it assuna
ennugh 1mportanca to be grumn as a single crnp. It uaq only
natural that, with a guod supply nF broom corn in their fields,
the inuantivc Shakers should du somathing to haVB a conatructiue

effect on:the bruom-lndustry. Until this time. broons had been

. awkward round- oOT rangh bottomed affairs mhich accanpliﬁhed

little of their intended purpusa. oFten creating mora nass than
they were to clean up. In 1798 ons, Theodore Batcs of tha Niskayuna

family solvad this, prnblam for housewiues then and now by be=

_ ginning one of Shakerdom s largast and longest 1ndustriee. the

making of Shaker brooms.. . These diFFered Frum the others oF the

‘tima in that they were 8tralghtabottomgd and most Functional.
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¥n ‘order to produce them'in thlsfnew‘shape} machinas had to
,be invented.. And before thay had taolad thEmSBlUEJ thrnuqh

that barrier the ahdkars had dauised a thresher to remove the

seeds Ffrom the corn, a sewing vice to hold the corn flat fbr
stztching. a.‘wrapping machine for putting mira around éhe
broom straw and handle tighter than ever before and a cutting
qu to Facilitata the- slicing of tha straight gdge. A Shaker
bronm gé 30 perfactly cut that it will stand arect on ita
bsiatles with no. support.

For the. manuFactura of brooms you need handles uf the

correct: length and whan cutting thnsa handles on a uartical

saw you must blow the chips and sawdust away. All of this con-

sumas tlma and energy..and ir anything could ?Fend the sensi-

hillties oF a. Shaker g 2 was the masta aF aithar one, 50 a

arnther inuentad a devica built Frcm a seming machina to blow

tha.dust away. This qas a piston in'a confined area which

when forced doun, compressed air thruugh a nuzzle dirpctsd at
tha saw's cantact puint "thus blqming the blada clear.

Since the Society cut all it% own .wood, there were .;a nills
1n all the major 'Famllies' A Sister. while observing tha men
at their work in the mill, noticed how diFFiqult it mas For the

uartical saw to cut a log mith any apead. ahe also noteod that

only part nF the blade was used and that that paﬂt often wnre

out. So. in 1812 this aister, Sarah Bahbitt, canceived the

idea for a clrcular sagxblade. She Fashioned the first Frnm
33 sewing machine, After practicing
copper and placed it of@
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with shingle-cutting, she demonstrated her new device to tha

Eldera and Eldressea nF her c@mmunity. It was soon artsr this

that the First clrcular iron sauw blade was put into use- By the

hew Lebanon Shakers. _.‘Q,,;. o paat \

]

Not too lang after that saw added easw and speed ba their

building mork, Brother Dauid N, Smith 1nuented a tonqua—and-

8reove machina to 1mprowe things even more. It mas natural
4 ,

thqt thp Unlted Soclety wauld be searching Far & Fastsr way to

‘maka a tongue-and-grnoue, since they were great ballpuers in

peg. construction (the 1ast pag-Frame bullding fade in the United
Statas pas, built at tha Nau Labancn community.Awhera it still

stands in Mse today) Not nnly did Brother amith Gl machina speed

'ug the procesa of butlding..lt alaa made a tigﬁter and better-

fitting jolnt than did hand cnnstructlon. f{ﬂ{l 2 _
fer Even though building bacame easler. the, Shakers could ‘not

be, deterred Fram usinq their simple dasigns.” Each building was

.symmetrlcal. with two daors (one for Bisters. one faor Bruthers)

and an evan, placemant af - windoms. The mindows were: lanted out
from the buildxng to allow more sunllght to aﬂtar. Each O%ﬁ was
hald in place by thumbscrews mithin slots, thus .making: lf éasiar
;g;york on OF ;u wash them, Thiﬁ-;g‘a.tygiqalygkampla'UF‘their

Lnuantivengss...almays.tomérd the and of saﬁing time and efﬁort

which coyld. bs spent either at other morks or in”mnrnhip. ke
: i

A Shaker staircase typiFlas th- baauty oF thoir heqr sim=-

plicity of design. - To, enter 8 Shaker bullding a sea its ﬁain
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_carned uith the Flnﬂr on which §¢' bat.- To delay tha meér gnd

.

qatlirway wlth its grace?ul handturned banistar and romFurtabla

.placementaf steps is: really to experlance bnauty of Form and

uﬁtilcy of CDnstructicn 1n comblnaticn.

In theirp' runms.~thevUn1t9d leieuerS‘buiiﬁ'ali ihé cééinats
-iﬁto tha halléﬁ' This’ allomed Fur‘more uqable ‘room pace and
made it aasier to claan the Fluor.» ‘Another” 1nnauation For tha
.aﬁ&e purposes were: %ha rumﬁto? pegs one atill ﬁees aruuﬂd the
walls GF a; Shaker roﬁm. at about eye halght. Oh thesea wera hung
ei& ltama-that ‘ware’ light enough and not in usa at the' mament.
g¥en excess chaira.-f‘ﬁ: j PR e, -‘ﬂ'aﬁ l‘t

For aasa nF both hahging and sitting, the Shakars 1nvented
rtha unif‘urml‘y dasigneﬁ thrae-alat-babk chaip, ' Theqe are’ Famous
-thrqughout tha world fnr their com?art and dufﬁbility.. This last
quality came from tﬁgﬁb unique doubls-muv;; 5aat cnnstructinn.
moat wovan ‘seats have ahe layer of- cahing. bqt Shakar rhafrs have
buu9 an upper'one to suﬁport the sitfer and 'a lcwar ona tn ‘Support
the upper.? It might be axpacted af the Shakars ‘that they not only
lsssaned the depreciation of the chgir 1tselF but were ﬂlof con=-

o

téar on carpets and ths marring of . Plours. they added anethar
innovation: to their chair-design. This was a Small wondan ball
Flat on the bottom,. which Pir into the base nP the chairleg 1ike
aﬂbqll-ﬁearing. This allomed the chair to tlli slightly as needed

while maintaing. stationary ‘the polnt oF contact with the Flonr.

,Tha chair 1ndus§ry becapa 60 prosEFraus that the . mount Labanon

Jnl\'

?amilyﬁ in 1862, construgtad a chair factory buildlng with a




A
v

B

rarga showruom mhara ;ha‘chalrs warq displayad 1n raom sattings.

une satisfiad customqﬁ whn wrots: to tha Society commpnting on

thp*cumfnrt af his. Shaker chair was Abraham Lincmln. who pracadad

tha‘lata Qxasident Kapnpdylp‘rpcqubmlth alShakap slatback in

1

the White Houses . in b TS T ”wf
wd . Not all le*tera nf commag%atiun related to the chai:s. The

e :
iﬁifard Hquse cf Phi&qdalphia. tha Amarlcan House in Buatnn.

R
Mbllard‘s Hutel in. Waphingtun. D C. and the Pulﬁ%an Palace Car

"«t M,

£ghpany ars a Fem af thoae who expressad their gratituda Fnr

e dapendability and utillty of the Shaker Nashing machine.

‘ This 1nvunt1an ‘had baen patentad by the Community in 1858. At
FthB=Philgdalph1a antennial Exposition in 1376. this maahing

nachine wpn @ gold deal., A 'custamar satisfébtimn suruay

e ! L

tmqnducted in 1875 inﬁicatad that psnpla who had purchasad thair

E

ﬂnachlnas in, 1859 had naithet rapaired nor, replﬁcad them. nnr

'ﬂid they mant to., Nat anly was the, 1daa of a market aurvey

;%nusual at that time,. but the rasults of this one would pleasa

fany of’ tnday s manufacturers. %.,;_.

" The: .Shakar.. ingenulty lad thﬂm even gpta tha field oFﬁmetals.

G &:J

-Fba thesa bgcame readily available. Thay usad ﬁﬁﬂ‘ copparf‘iran

ﬂnnd pewter;. from thesa thay fashioned pails, pots. pana, taapots

'?and fluid storage, cans. Unsatiafiad with tha methoﬂ af their

“iday, the 50ciety 1nvented a 1eakproof seam FOﬂethB manufacture

Pre e

' 48
of. metal cuntainara Fur storing. f}quids. This ‘seam is Q&ill used
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,1n.tha cunstructlon uf mstal pails and was- usad in all. can'

'qﬁ;$§ruction until th vepy racsnt Invention af tha spamlesa

Mo
)

L%ﬁ The 5hakara were. also reaponsibla For the deualopment of
tha metal Ren; ;point, Thase pninta were manuFacLured oF brass

tq watsrvliat priur ta 1819; thq machinss for the rulllng and

ph "

.ﬁytting af the metal wara 311 Shakerpinuanted¢ «Aftar 19?0 the

nq;nts wers. mada of s4luap and in that year théwunnamed inunntor

'i., '
p#qta that ha had '..gmy new sheara with mhich I have out 292
gnﬁ in 14 minutes .2 ‘gy31825.JNgu Leﬁanon,pangasSgprndpcing

i | } .
/ ; i
il L \ s

-pepds.or aala,‘ , “Jmh.w 5»~.. o nﬁ--ﬁ‘ SR
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;,‘ ‘The mnrk,g? the Shakera naSLnot limltad tu 1igh néiélé; :

itpey alsu made many lnnnvations 1n casting. ﬂ&ubably tha hast-

'ﬁ 11‘

kP”P” ‘of thelr heavvuitsma la the. Shakar stuva. All oF its parts

P

gara cast lroq,pnd allfaurfaces are Opan to nir mouement For

(Braater hgating pnwar. ,hlthnugh thq stovas cauld thus bs quite

spall. not. an dnch of avan thls was, wasteda a lsdge was, aFten

.put araundathe bottcm fur the haathg of Flatirqns and umall pots

:mnra Fashipned Pur &Bﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁtha stqyetop tu prapara small qqpntitiea

. ’N‘

i
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ﬁﬁﬁi All of thasa 1nuent1qns and improvementa -are but a; Fem of

~thg hundrada deuised by tha Shakara For both utility and cnmfnrt.

uThey also 1nuented tha csrem propeller. ths harmnw, tha ihreshing

'W
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g \'.

g2. J S m1111ams. Ccnsecngted Inganuitz. Uld Chatham. Npm York:

The §haker Tuseum. nundatian. 1947. Pe. 3.
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machine, the pea sheller, the first horse buggies in America,

the triphammer, the epple corsr and cut nails, There is liter-
ally no facet of daily'liFe whggh they did not make more produce
tive or mdre pleasant., Everything from apple dryers to modern
mothods of market rasearch owes a debt of thanks to the Shakers
and to their simple faith in God Who, they believed, guided their
hearts and hands to the Right way. It is peossible that we might
all be as constructive as the United Society of Believers if we
could adhers as faithfully as they did to their example: "Do ali
of your work as though you had a thousand years to live and as

'yau would if you knem you must die tomarrom".3

3. BEEEPcOb et al, Guidehook of the Shaker Villags Work Group.
New Lebanon, New York: 1968, p. 1.
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F-M Yorkers win

state contest again

The Fayelleville-Manlius sen- the nine trophies for the hest
for High School Elkkhorn Yorker historical essays, “The Baron
Chapter for the second sucees-
sive year has won first place in )
the highly spirited exhipit| He was was one of the final-
competition at the annual York-|ists candidates for the Steven C.
er Convention in the Was]ﬂngtq Clark $4,000 memorial scholar-
Armory in Albany, ship, which was won by Dale A.

Fabius and East Syracuse|Rice of Addison,

Yorkers also won awards. Rabert Cobb Jr. of the I-M.
| The Yorkers are junior histo- Yorkers was also an award win-
rians who are enrolled in histo-|ner in the essay contest with his
'ty clubs in grade 712, spon-|manuscript, “Hands ta Work —
‘sored by the State Historical As-|Hearts to God.”” Tony Marx of
sociation, ‘ the F-M Yorkers won a Who

The exhibit for the F-M York- Who's Trophy, an award given
lers, the first place plague, was|to the top 20 individual Yorkers
the sixth top award for thelin the state. '
school in 11 years. Warren Petty, sponsored {he

Their exhibit entitled, “Ameri- top place I"-M group.
can Avchitectural Styles,” was| The Fabius Yorrkers, under
deemed fo be of high profession-|the direction of Mrs. Margaret
al quality by the judges. Cox, won two exhibit awards

Ldward Pasto Jr., president|with a model of the old Pompey
of the Lake Oniario District Academy and an excellent work-
Yorkers was the Elkhorn exhibit|ing model of (he famed Eisen-
chairman. Pasto also won one of hower Lock of the St. Lawrence

Visits Manlius."

Seaway. Another Fabivs Yorker
Barbara Steves, alsa won a eov-
eted Who Who's trophy.

Oswego Catholic Yorkers won
a cerfificate and a speeial
award for their archilecural
survey projects In the cily of
Oswego. Mary Kay Stone also
was ane of the lop nine essay
wrilers who received a speeial
award. .

Sister Philomene received her
five year pin as sponsor, Eliza-
beth  Short received g Who
Who's trophy.

The Roundhouse Varkers of
East Syracuse Middle School
under the direction of Russell
Sager. produced an exhibit on
candle making which featured
the Mueneh-Kreuzer Candle Co.
This exhibit received a cerlifi-
cate of merit,

Morve than 2,600 sludenls from
across the stale pailicipated in
the conference held from Thurg.

day through Sunday.
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Yorkers Win Top Honors

For the second year in a row,
Fayetteville-Manlius High School
Yorkers have won top prizes in
the  state-wide
among junior and senior high
school students interested in
history. Yorkers are members of
clubs sponsored by the New

t: “York State Historical Assn. The

prizes were awarded Saturday
after a two-day conventlon in
. -Albany.
It was the sixth top award !or
F-M Yorkers ‘in 11 years of
“competition. . -

THE SENIOR HIGH Elkhorn
.Chapter won first place for the
'exhibit, on American
‘architectural styles, and Elkhom
chapter president Edward Pasto
Jr., won the top trophy for his
essay  about  Baron - Von
Steuben’s . visit to Manlius.

competition

Warren. Petty - is the Elkhorn
chapter advisor.
Other F-M prize winners are

Robert Allan Cobb, son of the

Rev. and Mrs. Robert Cobb,
Woodchuck Hill. Rd., for his
essay on Shaker communities in
New York State and' Anthony
Marx, son ~of Mr. and Mrs.
Kenneth Marx, 110 Sims PIL,
Fayette\rllle who = received a
Whe's Who trophy, given to the
top 20 individual Yorkers in the

"state.

Yorkers from I‘ablus Central
School, led by Mrs. Margaret
Cox, won. awards for their
models of the Pompey Academy
and the Eisenhower Lock of the
St.” Lawrence Seaway. Barbara
Steves, a chapter member, won a

"Who's Who trophy.

ROUNDHOUSE YORKERS

OF East Syracuse ‘Middle
School, directed by Russell
Sager, won a certificate of merit

for their exhibit on -

candlemaking, featuring the

Meunch-Kreuzer Candle Co. -
Also attending  the

convention were representatives
of the Wellwood Yorkers, with
their exhibit on the Syracuse salt
industry. :

Golf Classes

Three Y.W.C.A. golf classes
are scheduled in Fellowship Hall
of Fayetteville United Church
each ' Wednesday morning
starting May 28. There will be
four lessons in each class. Class
size is limited. Call the Y.W.C.A.
for registration.

, Top individual- Yorker prize winners are, from left Hobert Cobb and Edward Pasto Jr., with trophies
" won in the Governor's Essay Contest, and Anthony Marx, a Who's Who winner. The display of American
_architectural styles, right created by the F-M Senior High Yorker Chapter, won first prize in the
~state-wide competition. The exhibit features plexiglas models of various styles and pictures of local

. homes. It is now at the senior h|gh I|brary and will be shown in Fayettewlie and Manlius.
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PHE LEBANON SHAKERS 1780-1929.

An unfamilisr chapter in American History for front
and

A possible future development.

cover.
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Before the end of the War of Independence, a curious
experiment was begun in the region along the New York-
Massachusetts border, where the Berkshire Hills start their
steep descent to the valley of the Hudson River, It was an
experiment unique in our history -- socinl, economic and
religious -- of great interest to all who care for the past
or the future of America,

It sterted in the year 1780 with the gsettlement, on
the southern slope of Mount Lebanon, of the persecuted people
ealled Shakers, converts to a strange new religion, whose
foundress, Mother Ann Lee, enjoined celibacy upon her follow-
ers., Under the Leaders who succeeded her, they rapidly built
up a series of some twenty self-supporting settlements, in all
of which the members worked with their hands and all property
was held in common, It was the only successful example of
communism on a large seale to be found in the world, and from
all parts of Europe and America visitors flocked to Lebanon
to talk with the Shakers and to observe thelr way of life.

The center of interest was the Church Family, which
served as the pattern for all the other Shaker socleties and




-l
was regarded by them as the center of the Shaker faith in
America -- "the spiritual Mount Zion, whence the law and
gospel went forth to bellievers", There the curious visitor
can l_tlll see the broad filelds once tilled by the Shakers;
great dwelling-houses and barns built by their labor; work-
shops where they made implements, furniture and clothing;
and most impressive of all, the immense meeting-house erected
by Moses Johnson in 1824, where the members of the Soclety
held their Sabbath gatherings and practiced the strange
ritualistic dance which gave their sect its name. Even today,
the meeting-house is an object of admiration, as one marks
its hardwood floor, lald with sueh skill that the Joints
between its boards are still hardly perceptible, and the
strange barrel-vaulted roof of heavy osk timbers pinned to-
gether with wooden pegs. There is no bdbuilding comparable
with it in Amerieca.

Throughout the countryside the Shakers proved them-
selves to be worthy and desirable neighbors, proverbial for
cleanliness, thrift and honesty. In their settlements they
brought up and educated hundreds of orphan children. When
disaster overtook neighboring cities, they sent generous
gifts of food and money #o folim the sufferers,- for ex-
ample, at the time of the great fire in Troy, N.Y., and at
the terrible epidemic of yellow fever in New York City.
Everyone was better for their presence and example.

With sueh a history of accomplishment, one regrets to
find that the Bhnkor settlements are today in grave danger of




extinetion. MNost of their people are now advanced in years,
and of late it has become harder and harder for them to carry
on their life together. Taxes are heavy, labor is hard to
secure, and they cammot well maintain themselves in their old
homes. Many of their communities have already disbanded and
g0ld their property. Unless something arrests the process, a
few years more must see the transfer of the last of their pro-
perty to other owners, who may break it up into small holdings
or devote it to purposes so different from those to which it
has been dedleated that all visible memorials of the Shakers
may be destroyed.

To avoid this fate, and to save for posterity the most
interesting and significant monument of the Shakers, it is
proposed that part of the property of the Church Family at
Mount Lebanon be acquired and placed in the hands of a board
of Trustees to be used as a boarding school for boys. This
S Mok wen Siis nthnsloskis muetrd of She Ruliwn.  B5 has
also been approved, as practicable and wise, by the heads of
several neighboring schools, whose co-operation and goodwill
are assured if the new enterprise is started. They have in-

spected the property and found it admirably adapted for the
purpose proposed -~ bulldings in good repair and of ample size,
!’11 heated and equipped with electrie light, and with a fine
water supply. The site is 1deal from the point of view of
health and environment, and near enough to Pittsfleld to make
supplies, medlcal attendance, ete., readily available, Modern
plumbing alone will be needed to make the present equipment




satisfactory.

To purchase the property from the Shakers the sum of
$150,000, is required. This will enable the surviving mem-
bers of the commmity to retire to one of the dnlung-ﬁom-s,
which they will reserve for thelr life-use, and will ensure
proper care and medical ettention for the aged and infirm mem-
bers of the Society, during their remeining years.

In return for this sum, the Chureh Family will transfer
to the Trustees of the School some 400 acres of land, with
the various community buildings and the springs which supply
water to the establishment.

The School will be organized as 2 non-prefit-making
corporation, under the lews of the State of New York, with a
board of trustees made up of men and women of recognized stand-
ing in New York and the neighboring States, eympathetic with
ite aims and ideesls as outlined below:

It will be 2 non-denominational school, controlled by no
religious sect, but open to those of e2ll failths.

It will take for its own the old Shaker motto, "Hands to
work; hearts to God", and will attempt to teach its students
to prize such distinetive Shaker virtues as industry, sincerity,
and simplieity of life.

In its classrooms and workshops its membere will learn
something of the dignity of labor and the joy of co-operative
effort; 4in its meadows and quiet woods they wlll have oppor-
tunity of feeling the mystery which makes men humble and
reverent; and its o0ld meeting-house will become again a




“5=
gathering place for those who pray that God's spirit may dwell
among men.

It is hoped that there will be a wide-spread response to
the invitation to subscribe to this plan for saving a monument
so significant in the history of the Berkshires and the upper
Hudson Valley. Pledges may be made conditional upon the sue-
ceseful ralsing of the whole sum needed for purchasing the
property, and they need not be paid before the summer of 1929,
A prompt response, however, is essential,if we are to save the
property. If sufficlent funds are fortheoming, the purchase
will be carried through at once, and the new school will be
opened in Beptember 1929. |

Pledges should be sent to Charles S. Halght, Treasurer,

27 William Street,
New York City, K.Y,

Some of those associated in the plan as outlined above are!
1, Sister Emma Neale, New Lebanon, N. Y.

2. Mr. George VanSantvoord, Hotchkiss School, Lakeville, Conn,
3. BWr. Winthrop M. Crane, Jr., Dalton, Mass.

4. Miss Eliza Kellas, Emma Willard School, Troy, N. Y,

5. MNr. Horace D. Taft, The Taft Sechool, Watertown, Conn,

6. Rev. Crane, Richmond, Mass.

7. Mr, Charles 5. Haight, New York City, N.Y,

also : Miss FHall Pittsfield, Mass.
H
to be secured if possible !t Rev, Mr, Crane Richmond, Mass.
another from New York City.
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To be printed on front (or back) eover of folder, if
degired:

"The great houses stand ready to become once more
the centre of hopeful communistic aetivity. The wast
acres gathered at sueh cost of toil, fenced with boulders
dug by strong hands from the hillsides, the mighty barns
reared of stones that once whitened the broad green fields,
all awailt the new inflow from earth's earnest seelkers after
glmplieity and the right gifts of labor, They will abide
a8 they have already stood for a century and a gquarter,
ohjeect lessons of thrift, integrity and noble ideals."

Sister Anna White: Shakerism and its lMessage.
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A Biographical Scetch of F.W. Evans

Bernard Weitzman

Fredrick Evans was born of George Evans, and Sarah White.
Fred's mother died when he was but four yéars of age, adn
he was thrown in to live with his relatives, aﬁnts, and uncles
at Chadwick Hall., He was treated there as the black sheed
of the family because of his apparant dislike for book learning.
However, once left to his own devices, Fredrick began reading
any thing and everything that he could lay his hands upon, and

soon the prosses of self-education was well underway.

Evans relatives soon got tired of supporting him, so they
shipped him off to America to lime with his brother G.H. Evans.
Living in close proximity with his brother he was naturally
profoundly infleuenced by his brothe®s political outlooks.,
G.Hs Zvans started the land reform movement in this country,.
In conjunction with his elder brother he published a number
2 -RaR of books, among which were;

I; The WorBihgman's advocate.
2 The Daily Sentenel
3, Young America
Fredrick and his brother organized the land reform party
which later came to be called "The Locofoco Party". The

orogin of the name "Locofoco" is as follows:

On the evening of the Twenty ninth of October, I825 The
Democrates held a presidential nominating convention,
The land reformers in an in the party revolution severed them-

lves from the party taking with them more than half the party



membership., The conservatives walked out in a huff turning off
the gas and leaving the hall in darkness as they went.
A ery was raised "Let there be light", and there was light.
Throughout the hall Locofoco mathes were ignited,and applied
to candles and thereupon a glorious illumination resudsted
bringing on &% cheers for the Locofaéo matches, The name “Locogbco
took hold and remained,
The platform of the party was as follows in part:

I, The rizht of man to the soil.

2.,A bolition o7 the U.S. Bank,

3, PFreedom of the publick lands.
4, Home steads made inalienable.

5. Abolition of all laws for the collections

of debts.
6, Alien of the lavorer upon his own work for his wages.
.7. Equal richts for men and women in all respects._
8. Abolition-of imprilonment for debt.
e A- general bankruptey law.

I0. Abolition of chattel slavery and wage slavery.
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II. Land limitation to one hundred ahd siity acres.

While carrying on his work with the "Locofoco Party)
Evans continued his self education, putting to full use
photographic memory, Finally, giving up his work with the
party, he went to Ithica to school himself under an Episcopa
lian minister, Under the minster he recieved what he believed
to be the greatest anffl most important lesson of his life,

"Live so you will always be able to respect yourself",

He then apprenticed himself at Sherburne Four Corners
N.Y., To learn the hatters trade., While at his new home
Ffedrick had free access to a library of wvaluable books
.and became aguainted with the works of Voltaire, the Koran
and varied other religious works,., Evans became a fanatic 1
materialist and remained so until joining the Shakers,
being a materialist he became a communist, and fired with
enthusiasm wzlked eight hundred milesto join a community

in Ohio.

After EZvans had been in the community for two months
it was dissolved becausé of religious dissent among it's
members, Fredrick holding many lenghthy discusions with
members of the community decided to form a new community

being careful to eliminate all possible religious troubles.

Avans was deputed to travel and obtain information
as to a suttable place to start the new colony. One of

his first stbps was at Mouht Lebonon, On a sunny day



Evans arrived on a sunny day in the month of June 1830,
énd was directed to the north house as the proper place
to obtain information. He was recieved with such inthus—
igsm that he remained for a number of days. TFredrick
then returned to his friends, gave tham the information
he had gathere@ and returned to Mount Lebonon to live out

his remaining life in honol,peace,and security.

Reflerences as follows:

I, The American Past

b Y

2. An Autobiographie of A Shaker

Paze



On Fehrua&y 29, 1736 in Manchester, England, a girl child was
born to a blacksmith., Little was it thought then that Ann Lee was to be=-
come the leader of a religious movement that was to sweep the Lebonon
countryside in America. Ann Lee, like others of her time, could neither
read nor write, but went to work at an early age. In 1747 she joined the
Society of Wardlys who were offshoots of the Quakers, In 1758 she joined
the order of "The Uniteé Society of the Believers in the Second Appearing
of Christ" and due to her unusual vigor and complete bejief in the movement
she became the accepted leader of the new order,.To all that saw her, she
seemed to be "sourrounded by a wall of God's protection". She became so
engrossed in the reéligion that she began to have revelations, Two things
kept reappearing to her; one that she was the second appearance of Christ
for God was both male and female, and two, that not until both sexes were
separated could complete spiritual attainment be aquired, In 1774, Ann Lee
set forth from England with 8 followers for New York City. Arriving there,
" they all separated to earn their living. John Hocknell, the only one who
had any money, bought some land a few miles from Albany at Niskeyuna, That
spring they all gathered there and set up the first Shaker settlement in
this country, During the winter of 1779, after a period of great persecution,
a religious revival took place here in New Lebonon and brought the Shakers
many converts, New Lebonon became the center of Shaker activities and hany
families were set up here., Shaker locations were always chosen with a view
to practical activity.

Most of the Shaker converts came at an early age to live in the
family., They were usually either orphans or had benn given to the Shakers
by their parents. At the age of 21 years, the person could either take up
the "covenent relationship" and relinquish all property and give up the right

. to receive wages;:or they could leave the order and go out into the outside




world.

Sometimes whole families would join the order of Shakers, and due to
the opposition to dissrupting family ties, the Shakers were divided into two
orders, the Adamic and the Spiritual. In the Adamic order husband and wife
were allowed to live together and enjoy sexual union, but only for the
production of offspring. The Spiritual order, like the nuns of the Catholie.
church, were completely celibate, for tﬁey believed that all their energy
should be directed toward the attainment of spiritual heaven on earth and
after death, .

Perfection in work was a keynote with the Shakers, They believed in
variety of labor for " variety of occupation is the source of pleasure?

Many articles were made for public consumption, but only those articles

whieh did not tend toward extravagance and superfluity, for all decoration
was considered sinful, All articles they made for outside usé were also used
by themselves., The Shaker articles had the reputation for excellence and per-
fection.

In relationship to work, each member of the community was given work
suited to his abilities and both men and women were equal.

Not every member of the community took care of the business, but the
trustees, who were a group of Shakers with equal number of men and women,
took care of all business affairs of the community.

Because of the lack of personal property, there were no misers and
nothing was hoarded or "made to perish for want of use"-"production and '’
improvément at their highest, waste and destruction at their minimum"

The Shakers were known for their generosity and in the days of pros-
perity, no one was ever turned away from their door,.

Now the Shakers are dying out and soon the religious group that

became known because of it's communal and celibate way of life will be no




-3_
more,V#ith their spiritual and religious way of life is going their excel=~-

lence in crafts and the belief that all men should strive for peace in

this life,

Wimi Isaacson

Aafarances-

1) New York State Meussum Handbook 15
«The Communliby Industrles of ths Shaksrs- by Edward D. Andrews PhD.-1933

2) Shakerism or the Romance of a Religion- by J.M, Phillippi- 1912

3)_Shakers- Compendium with blograchies of Mother Ann Lee- by F.W. Evans- 1859

4) Testimonies Concerning the Character and Vinistry of Mother Ann Lee- 1827
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