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AT 0. CHATHAM ¢

| John S, Williams of Old Chatham, for [
|the opening of Good Hope, a Shaker
|museum, on his property Saturday,

| ery, tools, and housechold articles &

. [cock, and Canterbury. From Mt. Le-

" lings of the kitchen and laundry.

“lare manufacturing devices covering
"leut palm and poplar shoes and pow- b
' | the late Sister Emma J, Neale, whose | .
' unfailing interest made the project |

' |ical bedrooms, and a representative |2
. |collection of furniture of Shaker man-
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SHAKFR MUSEUM :

4,000 Items Depicting |*
Life Of Group To
Be Displayed

Invitations have been issued by

July 22, from 10 a. m. to 5 p. m.
The collections at Good Hope {
were acquired over a period of years, |
and now comprise some 4000 items o
covering meost phases of Shaker life. (W
Housed in three buildings the major |5
effort has been to preserve machin- L

with which the Shakers lived and [J%
worked.

The majority of the collection Of
comes from Mt. Lebanon, but there |V
are also items from Watervliet, Han-

kanon are the complete blacksmith |
shop of the Church Family including
foundry patterns; the carpentry shop
of the Church Family, and the medi-
cine. manufacturing and bottling
room; from the North family furnish-
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Also included among the displays B
| basket-work, boxes, mops, brooms.

dered sage. One building is devoted
to material closely associated with

possible. There will be also two typ- t

ufacture. Printing is covered by a
‘Uroup of volumes of Shaker manu-
facture, and there is also a smal]‘
collection of Shaker manuscripts
The cataloging, arrangement, and |I
care of the collection has in recent !V
years been under the direction of
Phelps Clawson, Honorary Curator |t

jof Ethnology of the Buffalo Museum
|of Science.

i




¥r. H. B. Cilsuson
Chathan
Hew York

Desr Mr. Clauson:

I aporecicte wery much your courtesy
" in letting our group visit the Shaker
collection this coming Bgturday, and I am
enclesing one of our folders so that you
will know why ve are particulsrly inter-
ested in coming.

 There wili be several dozen young
people along with four or five staff
members.

03

Thank you egain.

.

Sincerely yours,

Jerome Count
JC:mj
Fnclosure
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Shaker Museum at OId

WULIIT VLELIL R, - S0 TLLLY iy L

wﬂl show the true growth ?ﬂh

Al alld We Hnupc a Lg&u.wylu..uuud;xl
’ B

e vﬂlage

Chatham House Work
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When a few years ago the last of
the Mount Lebanen Shakers depart- |
ed from Columbm County, they left |
behind them the heritage ‘of more
than a century of unigue,” gallant,
and also -useful living; a heritage

which, since the Shakers are fast|

becoming an extinet set, might so0n

have been. forgotten, were it not for |

the efforfs of a Ccrumpia - County
man, whe, since 1935, has been
working to gather together the sym-
bols and implements of Shaker cul-
ture. i

Fifteen yeazs 4g0, J-c:hn' S.' Wil-
liams of -Old Chatham, realized that
the death knell had already sounded
fer the Shaker families -.on Mount
Lebanon. Altheugh they carried on
with incredible gallantry, following
a pattern of ‘life established in the
eighteenth century by Mother Ann
Lee, foundress of the sect, their
numberq were few and the members
old. Mr. Williams had a sincere ad-.
miration for the Shakers whom Hhe
regarded as people of exfreme faith
and as artisans whose work had an
extraordinary esthetic quality. It
distressed him to see them gradually
disposing of their goods, many of

ithem--musewm: pieces, 1o people iwho

didn’t know the history of the ob-:
jects they bought, cared less, and
would in a few years pmbably throw
them away

indling Sect

OLD FIRE ENGINE

Besides the big barn the collec- |

tion ‘takes up two other smaller
buildings, one devoted teo Sister
Emma Neale. The complete forge
shop of the Church family, Mount
Lebanon ‘Shakers, a medicine shop,
‘typical Shaker men and women’s
bedrgoms, a tool shop, a basket
maklng shop, and several top ex-
amples of Shaker inventiveness,
including a fire engine which was

by ‘the Shakers there. It is said to
be able to throw a one-inch siream
of water 90 feet in the air and is

‘hammer; and a washing machine
which is believed fo be one of the
first, if not the first ever invented,

- are included -in the coilection.

. Most cf the objects have been ob~

Shakers, but various parts have also
been given by the Shaker families
at Watervliet (Nisayuna); Hancock
Mass.; and Canturbury, N. H.

After Saturday the museum will
be open each day during certain
hours. Application has been made to
the Regents of the State of New
. York, for a- charter and its granting
s cxpecbed ‘within the near futme

:Green-R;ver :

own
l::r A collection of Shakel relics he‘ syl : L
. tielt, should be made and kept in| Miss Mary Louise Grant attended
bical | Columbia  County, not: as' the Prop- |iha races in Ssratoss Saburdas s
-~ _|erly of a private individual but as Tiiris ' T )
‘um\ public frust, ‘a .mem'on'almto B
" | strange group of people who came R
lEF'e. | to this valley and in their own quiet -4
h g | and unobtrusive way made it a bet- [
; ‘er place in which to live. : t
He began this collectnon and e
the ensuing vears he worked at it;°
unceasingly until feday it humbers S
close to four thousand pieces which |~
try, | represent the whole scope of Shaker ;
life and includes everything fr em -a
needle to -a four-ton trip. hammer. |
)eell | While he was.making the collec- |
g in | ‘ion, Mr. Williams had the feeling |t
,)" be 2f racing against time. So much had P
! already been lost and within a few A
ould | rears unless it were quickly gather= |t
this | @ up, everything ‘else would be 8
sone. The - task of gathermg grew
nore and more ievensh : v
rely £
| AIDED BY SHAKERS e
Wl It was ma.de easmr, however, bv g
rge the Shakers themselves. Realizing |
rld. | that the collection. would ‘be their
s 1B ,mplguglent in the years to come,|:
IB= 1 they gave the utmost cooperation, |y,
o a Lspccmlly the lite Sister Emma L
Neale without whose faith and
U help M. Williams  says,- the job
ted, “would have bogged down and per-
ers. | -haps been abandoned. .
s to . Of course many of the things |gih
i collected were old, had not been |eow
0| used in maiiy years, and were not iro,
ion, ! in top condition. Someone had to |mal
ri40i{ o be found to do this all-important
work, and the very person turned
’uld. . up_in the person of Phelps Claw-
one | son, also of Old Chatham. HAR
hen Mr., Clawscen, who is honorary
Curator of Ethnology of the Buffalo =

er-
ced
nds
urs

ug-
one
ute
ton.
lon,
lire
ing

féw
ody
nd-

Museum, is a trained Egyptomolog-
ist, used to picking tiny pieces of
this and that from the sands of the
Sahara desert and working with

them .until the residue of tens of |

thousands of years was removed and
they were restored to a near ap-
proximation of their original . state
and use. The job, then, of taking old
and dirty Shaker machines apant,
cleaning and repairing them, quarter
inch by quarter inch, did not try his
patlence as it would ancther per-

catalcging the collection became his.
He also joined in the hunting down
of pieces and turned up many valu-
able objects,

Ot course, as the ccllection grew
Jarger, housing it became a problem.
Mr. Williams then decided to con-
vert the huge barns on his property
intg @ museum and in the past year
or more that has been done and the
collection has been brought there

ose |

e

and arranged by Mr. Clawson.

The final steps are now being
taken to make the collection a puh-
lic trust and the museum is being
formally opened this Satuldav, July
e

e S =

=

son’s. and the job of preparing and

built at Canterbury, N. H. in 1822] |

operated by 24 men; a four ton frip |

tained from the Mount Lebanon




T‘.ru:.stees S H A I< E RE M USE
CHESTER A. BRAMAN ’i ?&E JOHN 8. WILLIAMS UM

ALrERT 5. CALLAN . Collection Curator
James E. LEATH The Shaker Museum Foundation H. PuELPs CLAWSON
SR AU, OLD CHATHAM, NEW YORK _

Joan 5, WioLrams Telephone
Mary L. WiLriams Owp Caataam 5226

Jan. 5, 1951 e

Dear My, Count:-

They say it is bhetter 1a£e than never and this is very
nearly'never! The very interesting photo which you sent of our old
Chair Shop or Chair Store sign with Eldress Collins in front of same
was received by Mr, Williams last September, was placed carefully in
his briesf case where it gobt overlooked, He is indeed sorry.

I recently went to Canterbury, N.H. and returned with
a huge truck load of Shaker “aterial. A huge windlass, a "tongue &
groove" machine, a Shaker invention of 1828, baskets which we did not
have, a pressing table, very iarge woodbox from printing office, bonnets,
a small press, etc. I am busy getting them in some order and with no heat
in the Museum the work progresses slowly.

If wars do not upset the world we shall be open May 1at
and I ghall be looking forward to seeing you at that time.

81 ely,

H, Phelps Clawson,
Curator,



wi KER M j i OFFICE OF THF PRESIDENT
%IUJ)CEF R A. BRAMAN 6’6 SHA USE U M

Telephone
tBERT S, CALLAN

Owp Cuamaam 5271

?iq;&g i‘_ﬂi?m The Shaker Museum Foundation

S Vi o OLD CHATHAM, NEW YORK Divector
RoceEa WILLIAMS H. Prrrps Crawson
JoEn 8. WiLLiaMs _ Telephone
Mary L. WILLIAMS _ Orp CraTHAM 5486

July 21, 1951.

Dear Mr. Count:=
I wish to thank you on behalf of the Trustees in becoming
a patron member of the Iuseum. Our membership list is growing and it is
a great hélp to us in trying build up our collections which as you know is
not easy to doe
I personally want to thank you and to tell you it 'is a little
like heapinz coals of fire, etc. because I felt last Sunday that I did not
do as hospitable & job as I should have done. You know Brother Ricardo was
over and he is a mine of information on so many things about which I &am
a depp well of ignorance. I hope no one felt I was rude, as I did not intend
to bes
I do hope you will find time to come over yourself aﬁd see the
new additions, not only.to the display area, but to the collections.
Thanking you again for your generosifty,

sincerely,

//

. Phelps Clawson
Director.




JOHN 8. WILLIAMS

Old Chatham, N. Y.
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April 22, 1953

Dear Mr. Williesmss

I am sending you under g
separate cover a facsimile of a rai
road poster which I unsarthed, whiﬁ
T thiak will be of interest to thes
Musean. It is dated in 1852 and tells
of special trains being T™un to Hudson
for people who want to visit the
Shakers at Mt. Lebanon. It provides
a quaint bit of atmosphere and shows
to what extent visitors travelled to
the Shakergsettlement in those days.

. I sw happy te present it and hope you

will find 1t of interest.

Sincerely yours,

Jerome Count



Trustees

CHESTER A. BRAMAN
MRgs. ROGER BRUNSCHWIG
ALBERT S, CALLAN
Mgrs. W. Gorpon Cox
Dr. CarrL E. GUTHE
Mrs. PAuL HAHN

C. D. JACKSON

James E. LeaTH
DonNALpD MILLER
ALFRED OGDEN
Roger WiLLIAMS

~ Jomn S. WiLLiaMs

Mgrs. JoHN S. WILLIAMS

Mr.

sHAKER M USEUM

The Shaker Museum Foundation
OLD CHATHAM, NEW YORK

e

May 29, 1953

Jerome Count

285 Madison Avenue
New York, New York

Dear Mr., Count:

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
Telephone
Orp CHATHAM 5271

Director

H. PreLps CLawson
Telephone

OrLp CuaaraamM 5486

We recelived your letter and also the facsimileg
which is unquestiocnably of very great interest.

I hardly need tell you how much we appreciate

your continued kind thoughts and interest con-
cerning the Museum.

Very sincerely yours,

V0 | By

John S. Williams

JSWeefl



Trustees /
CHESTER A, BRAMAN

MRgs. ROGER BRUNSCHWIG
ALBERT S. CALLAN E SHAKER M US E U
WitLiam F. CHRISTIANA *{B M
Mrs. W. Gorbon Cox

EVEREX ;EE} Giotey The Shaker Museum Foundation

Mgs. PAuL HaHN OLD CHATHAM, NEW YORK

C. D. JAcKsON

Jamves E. LEATH

DornaLp MILLER

ALFRED OGDEN

Rocer WILLIAMS

Joun S. Winniams July 13, 1955.
Jorn S. WiLriams, Jr.

Mgs. Joun S. WILLIAMS

Mr. Jerome Count,

Work BEduecation Fecundetion,
0. Box,

o

o

sfield, iMass.

Paa
P

Dear Mr. Count:-

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
Telephone
OrLp CHATHAM 5271

Director

H. PHELPS CLAWSON
Telephone

OLp CHATEAM 5293

the

seeir

=

0

Sincere




July 18,1955

W.J.S.Willims

The Shaker Museum

0ld Chatham,New York
Rear Mr.Williams:

I am honored to &ccept my election to the

Bozrd of Trustees in your worthy project. I hope
% can make some constructive contribution to the

oard, ‘

Sincerely yours,

Jerome Count

Jeifg




JorN S. WILLIAMS Wircriam F. C
¥ Presid;nt a@ SHA-KER M USE U M Secreta:;;RISTmNA
OLp CHATHAM 9-2271 (Y Hupson, N. Y.
MUSEUM The Shaker Museum Foundation Inc. H. PuELPs CLAWSON
OLp CHATHAM 9-2111 OLD CHATHAM, NEW YORK Director

Orp CHATHAM 9-2118

November 28, 1955.

Mr., Jerome Count,

Work Education Foundation, Inc.
PO Box Pittsfield, Mass.

Dear Jeromes—

I have been trying to find time to contact you and spend a
little time with you, but se far this month it has nroven.lmoow31ble.

We have finished ¢ new building at the Museum and are im the throes
of setting it up for exhibition purposes.

I would like to talk to you about the sahorarshln idea, and
naturally, I still have the Sﬁamgﬁcollectlons on my‘mlnﬁ “Et"the
present moment, I am sure I will have a week diedrmstarting‘about the

9th of December, and I hope then that we may be able to get together.

R P AT A e e AR e

Thank you for the newspaper c¢lirpings, which I thought
were excellent publicity. I am going to try to get some of the local
papers to pick up and use this part of Mr. Colby's column.

Looking forward to our getting together,

Sinecerely yours,
%«mmw.

JSW:F




JoHN S. WILLIAMS <ER WirLiam F. CHRISTIANA
(YBE SHAI M USE U M Secretary

President
OLp CHATHAM 9-2271 Hubpson, N. Y.
MUSEUM The Shaker Museum Foundation Inc. H. PHEL.PS CLAWSON
Orp CHaTHAM 9-2111 OLD CHATH AM, NEW YORK Director

Orbp CHATHAM 9-2118

Jamiary 5, 1956.

Mr. Jerome Count,

Tiork Eduecation Foundation, Ine.
PO Box,

Pittsfield, Mass.

Dear Jerome:-

I failed to get in touch with you sooner, as the weather
was cold, and we had To pretty much limit our aectivities at the Museumn.
I did, however, talk to Dr. Corey in Albany, znd learned from him that
for the present at least, the State is going to retain its Shaker collec-
tion, and they plan to at least get it eleaned and orgsnized. Just what
the future will bring I do not know, but at least I am trying to keep
everything on the friendliest of terms.

Mrs. Williams and I are taking a European trip for two
months, starting next week, as it is the only time I can get away. I

will then be in contact with you about the middle of larch to lay the
ground-work for our coming season. If it is mot too late I would like

to review the scholarship metter with you at that time.
Hoping you and Mrs. Count have a good winter,
Sineerely,

?Jm;n;.,.

JOW:F




WiLLiam F. CHRISTIANA
Secretary

Hubson, N. Y.

Joan 8. WiLLiams
President

Owp CeATHAM 9-2271
H. PHELPS CLAWSON
Director
OLp CEHATHAM 9-2118

MUSEUM
Orp CrHaTHAM 9-2111

July 25, 1956

Mr., Jerome Count

Shaker Village Work Camp
New Lebanon, New York
Dear Mr. Count;

I thought you would be interested in the enclosed
clipping from the New York Herald Tribune., New York
Times, last Sunday, also had a fabulous story three-
guarters of a column long in which you are also men-
tioned, but I de not have an extra copye.

You have probably seen all the mentions in the
local papers., I am just sending the New York Herald
Tribune in case you did not seeilt.

I hope you will be able to come to the meeting 7ag47—2%x%ékj?[
when all plans will be finalized for the festlival.

~Yeurs v truly, g} /-

i = / / y % ,4! Ay -

G/ Peovme, fﬂ?é///
. 7

EBS/pg (Mrs. Eve Brown Schimpf) v



JoHN S. WIiLLrams

WiLLiam F. CHRISTIANA

President %BA1<ER M U S Secretary
OLp CHATHAM 9-2271 Q“Q) 5’ 0 Hupsow, N. Y.
MusguMm ‘/’f H. PHEL-PS CLAWSON
OLp CHATHAM 9-2111 The Shaker Museum Foundation Ine. Direotar

OLp CHATHAM 9-2118
OLD CHATHAM, NEW YORK

August 16, 1956

Mr, Jerome Count
Shaker Village Work Camp
Lebanon Springs, N.Y.

Dear Jerome:

I can't thank you enough for your untiring
efforts in behalf of the Museum Festival., Thet
it was & tremendous success, you already know.

The results were highly rewarding, but more
than that, the day itself was a triumph so far
as the public was concerned., On all sides we
heard comments of praise and admiration for
the interesting snd diversified program, with
particular stregs on the Shakér singing and
dancing.

None of this would have been possible
without your interest and cooperation. Words
cannot fully express my apprecistion---so I
shall merely say, with all my heart, %thank you.

Sincerely,

John 8, Williams

€5 Dot ot et bnard Ypmat’ Lok,
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Hemphill, Noyes @&, Co.

MEMBERS NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE
15 BROAD STREET
NEW YORK 5, N. Y.

HanNOVvER 2.4120

April 16, 1957,

Mr. Jerome Count,
Sheker Village Work Camp,
PO Box Pittsfield, Mass.

Dear Jerome:—

I am enclosing the lMuseum's new pamphlet on Sheker inventions.
L can say that the Courler Press has done sn outstanding job, especially
with the illustrations. We plan to sell this pamphlet for 50¢, which I
believe 1s a reasonable price, as it contains 13 illustrations. Should
you wish extra copies will you please advisge Phelps.

Just a reminder, our new anmual meeting will be held on the

first Saturday in June, which is June lst this year. Will advise you
concerning this later,

Sincerely,

W

JEW:E



Yqon

TINDIY 2 THUQD
HUHMEV A HOZITAM 88
O A S 80Y WEHA

Mey £0, 1957

Dear Jolin:

Included in some of the material at

Hancock I found these two ftems that you might
want to have: One is a memorandum of the meeting
of Shakers in 1887 in reached the decision to
discontinue the extensive seed snd medecine busi-
ness --certainly a fateful step in the descent of
the Society. The other is a draft of a petition
to the New Hampshire legislature comcering the
laws of inheritance as it affected the believers.

Many thanks, agéfin for all your help.
Incidentally, you mede the right decision concer-
ning the clocks. The second one is definitely not
Shaker, Ricardo said.

Sincerely yours,

Jerom& Count




Hemphill, Noyes &, Co.

MEMBERS NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE
15 BROAD STREET
NEW YORK 5. N. Y.

HanOVER 2-4120

Hay 10, 1957,

lir. Jerome Count,
Shaker Road,

New Lebanon,

New York.

Dear Jerome:—

I have not written you further concerning your letter of
early 4pril until now, as I have been doing considerable work for the
Museum at Hancoeck. This time the Shakers are in good hands, and all
prices have been on the very high side; in fact, very often far too
high for the lluseum, and I am sure very much too high for you. L,
naturally, did not attemtp to acquire anything for you. I did get a
few nice things for the Museum, but much of the best even slid through
my hands.

Sorry I could not produce.

Sincerely yours,

ﬁxﬁié \K};ﬁgL@&Aua
+.

JSWsf



JouN S. Winriams

President

OLp CHATHAM 9-2271 Q&)
4

MusEuM

WiLLianmt F. CHRISTIANA

6ﬂ AI<ER M USE[/ Secretary
4

Hupsow, N. Y.

H. PHELPS CLAWSON
Director

OLp CHATHAM 9-2111 The Shaker Museum Foundation Inec.

OLp CHATHAM 9-2118

OLD CHATHAM, NEW YORK
‘ Avgust 6, 1957

Mr, Jerome Count
Lebanon Springs
New York

Dear §F““”

I just want to send you & word of appreciation for
all the effort and time you spent on the Shaker
Museum Festival,

You'll be glad to hear it was more successful than
lagst year. In fact, if it gets any more succeassful
I don't see how we can handle the crowds.

I am sure that much good was done for the museum and
we will have a continustion of succesgss for the rest
of the summer,

Again many thanks.
Very sincerely,
r}ﬁ*

John 8, Williams
President

JSW:me



THE COUNTS
Shaker Road
New Lebanon, N. Y.

Dear PFriend:

Did you know that the very first garden seed-packing
industry in this country was started by the esrly-
American people, called the "SBhakers?" Or that in our
early history, thelr garden herb products were sold all
over the world and were known for their outstanding
quality? As a gardeger myself, I mmg surpriged to
learn about these things. I believe gthat you, too, may
be interested to hea# about the workmthat is being done
to preserve the fasclnating gerden-lore left to us by
these remarkable people.

Much of the Shaker's precious lore was in danger of
being lost until recently when museum historians and
students, working in a2ll fields of our American culture,
engaged in unearthing this important heritage. Interes—
ting examples of these studies are the recent feature
articles in the well-known magazine, "Antiouesg.!

My husband and I are proud that we, too, are able to
have a part in this significsnt work.. Living at the
original historic Shak?r gettlement oh Mt.Lebanon for
over ten years, we are‘engaged in restoring the higto-
ric buildings and putt}ng the gardens?’back to produc-
tive use. We have been fortunate to have encouragement
from the few remaining members of the SBhaker Society.
They have kindly shared with us original recipes of
garden and cullnary treasures used long ago at the for-
mer home of the Shakers here at Mt. Lebanon.

Now for the first time, we are fortunately able to
share with Amerlcan homemakers one of the most unusual
garden products that has come from our study and work.
Shaker Herb Tea, a unique beverage, is prepared from
a subtle blend of finest tea wlth the elusive flavor
that could only be imparted by a number of home-grown
herbs.



JoBEN 8. WILLIAMS WiLLiam F. CHRISTIANA

President Sﬂ AKER M U SEO Secretary
Yy

Orp CHATHAM 9-2271 Q&) Hupson, N. ¥.
" H. PuerLps CLAWSON

. 9-21 11 L ecton
( )LD CHATHAM
Ihe Shaker Museun] F“undatlon Inc—. OLp CHATHAM 9"2118

OLD CHATHAM, NEW YORK
May 18, 1959

Mr., Jerome Count
Shaker Village Work Camp
New Lebanon, N.Y,

Dear Jerome?

After checking on the cost of our new booklets, I
find we can let you have them at 25¢ a plece, which
allows us a small profit and still allows you an
adequate profit at your store.

I was happy to know you like my efforts.

We enclose the Museum bill for $25.00 for the 100
boocklets.

Sincerely yours,
3

John 8, Williams

JSW:me
enc.,




JoBN 8. WILLIAMS
President

Orp CuaTEamM 9-2271 (“b@

MusEuM
OLp CHATHAM 9-211

Wirriam ¥, CHRISTIANA

B AKER Secretary
S My E@){

Hupsow, N. Y.
H. PueLrs CLAWSON
1 Director
The Shaker Museum Foundation Inc. Orp CHaTHAM 9-2118
OLD CHATHAM, NEW YORK June 2, 1959

Mr, Jerome Count
New Lebanon
New York

Dear Jerome:

I'm writing to tell you, as I think you already know,
that Charlotte Shaffer has agreed to act as chairman
for the Museum Fegtival again this year., Due to her
other activitles, she will hot be able tp take hold
until July 1ste

She will be here, however, on week ends and we thought
it wise to have a preliminary meeting on Saturday,
June 13 at 10:30 A,M, The meeting will be at the
Museum office.

I sincerely hope, if you possibly can, you'll be
pregent,

Sincerely yours,

Johnagi Williams
President

JSWime




JoHn S. WILLIAMS
President

OLp CHATHAM 9-2271

MusEom
Orp CHAaTHAM 9-2111

WiLLiam F, CHRISTIANA

, SHAKER ' MUSE \ Secretary

Q&) 0 ) Hupsow, N. Y.
(g ‘4{ H. Purres CLAWSON
X P Director
The Shaker Museum-Foundation Inc. OLp CHATHAM 9-2118

YORK
OLD CHATHAM, NEW Aygust 10, 1959

Mrg, Robert L. Wood
Shaker Village Work Group
P, 0. Box 1149
Pittefield, Mass.

Dear Mrs, Wood:

Thank you for your letter of July 21lst and please forsive
the delay in answering.

As you know, we were in the midst of pre?aring for the
Shaker Festival. We are sorry we couldn't use your
group, but our plans were already formulated when we
received your letter,

If you wish, you may contact us again next spring at
which time we will give some consideration to your group.
Of course, we do have an exhibition of spinning and
weaving at the Festival which has been very satisfactory.

Again, meny thanks for thinking of us and get in touch
with us again.

Sincerely yours,

j)}ﬁétﬂhyafi <:7a4ﬁ%i};@/
Muriel Collins
Asst. Treas.

it





