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To Teachcrs and School Com-
mitlees. 

W . & 8. B. I V E S , S A L E M , M A S S . , 
RDBPKOTI'ULLY call the atlenliim of Teachers and School 

Commiuees to a series of Writing Books recently pub-
lished by them, entitled, " T U B N A T I O N A L W R I T I N O 
BOOK, comprhing a aerip.j of seven numbers, tcilh 
Copies adapted to each, prepared icith special reference 
lo the Wa7it3 of the various classes in Schools and 
Acadetnies; % DAVID P. P A G E , Principal of the English 
High School, Newbnryport, and C H A R L E S NOBTI IEND, 
principal of the Aborn St. Grammar School, Salem." 

From a large number of testimonials we select the 
following. 
From the Principals of the English Grannmar Schools 

ill Salem. 
f THK undersigned having examined and well considered 

' T H E N A T I O N A L W R I T I N O B O O K , " have no liesitation 
ill pronouncing it tlie best systuMn, on the whole, now 
before the public, for Common Schools, etc. They have, 
used various systems in teaching this art, for a number 
of years past, and have found tiiem all more or less de-
fective in some important particulars. 

The National Writing Book is the production of two 
•iperienced Teachers, wiio have been smguiarly success-
ful in this branch of learning in our Scliools. It is de-
•igned, and we believe does remedy tlie defects which 
Ihey have found in practice to exist in all otlier systems. 
U commences with large, or round hand; and the pupil is 
kopt in these exercises until the hand is firmly and per-
manently established; and is tlien, by a judicious, but 
not long and tedious gradation, led into fine hand. The 
style is throughout just wliat it should be for learners,— 
plain and substantial.—There is another feature in it 
which is excellent, and will be appreciated by all Teach-
ers,—viz., the copies are bound up in the writing books, 
and will thus always be at hand; and obviate ths serious 
evil of trouble and waste of time in the constant exchange 
of copies. The books are made of the first rate paper for 
•chool purposes; and the publishers pledge themselves 
that they shall continue to bo. The gradation, frcnn first 
lo last, we consider as a great excellence in the system,— 
much beyond all others with which we are acquainted,— 

l uccess i ve 

D. P. GAIMUP. 
AI,BEKT I.ACKEY. 
THOMAS B. PERKINS. 
WILLIAIM LEAvrrr . 

it being lufflciently short, but by perfect, 
•taua. 

E D W I N J O C E L Y N . 
O . 0 . F E L T O N . 
A B N E R B R O O K S . 
J . B . F A I R F I E L D . 

SALEM, March 10, 1842. 
Copy of a Vote of the Sch< 

of Nc 
At a meeting of the Sell 

held April 2, mz-.— Voted, that 
W R I T I N O B O O K , " by Messrs. Pagi 

•I Committee of tha Toun 
}bury. 
il Committee of Newbury, 

t h o " N A T I O N A L 
. . , nd Northeiid, bo 

•ecnmmended by this Board, to be introduced into all tlio 
Public Schools iu this town. E. SAVARY, 

Secretary of School Committee. 
Bradford Teachers' Seminary, March 24, 1842. 

Messrs. P A O E and N O R T H E N D — 
I have for some time used your " National Writing 

Book " in my Seminary, and it affords me pleasure to 
aay that my pupils have made much greater improve-
ment than with any other system I have ever used, and I 
think it is peculiarly well adapted to meet the wants of 
our schools and academies. Tlie excellent quality of tho 
paper and the neat and attractive appearance of the book. 
In addition to ths intrinsic value of the system itself, 
must commend it to those engaged in teaching this im-
portant branch. I, therefore, with great confidence, 
rtcommend it to Teachers and School Committees, be-
Jtevlni that 11 will gira Ibarn perfect satisfaction. 

BteNJ. GREENLEAT, 
Fnntipal of Brui^rd Ttathtrs' Seminary. 

>r> 

From OI.IVUR C.MM.VON. K.?., fri 
Latin Sulnn 

Messrs. W. and S. B. Ivc.'..-1 lia 
'Tlie N'ati.mal Writing Book;" 
merits with those nf oilier systems 
knowledge, it appears tii n'le In pos^ot 
excnlleiiries, and to be reniarkaWv well 
acquisition of a plain, neat, and ele| 
ship. Very respectfully, yo 

SALEM, April 2, 18-12. 
D A N V E R S , M a y 2 3 d , 1 « 4 2 . A t a 

Comi ntlee of the town of Dan' 
VoCed, unanimously. That 

Boric " be recommended by tl 

'Ufthi 

•eftilly » iniiiln,..! 
iri 11 tf i M cnnip,' 

itinc IV a fonie |i.T,iilhir 
hM 111.] 1 

1 slvie 01 I'enn. in-
ob.'t serv.'t, 

O. CARLTON, 
if ihcStlii.ol 

levcrai Sclwols in Uiis town 
A true copy. 

Sf 

rs, l\!av 2:), lti-12.— 
Tho National Writiiit 
board, to lie used in tlit 

J. M. AUSTIN, 
Clerk 

FIELD, Mass., Sept. 5th, 1842. At a regulaj 
mee'.ing of the School Cimmiittoe nf Ihe town of Slirilig-
f.tld held on Monday, Sept. .'ith, ld42,-

V't)('(/, unanimously, that the series ofWriiini Bnoksi 
published by W. and S. B. Ives of Salem, be introduu*: 
into the PubUc Sclmols of Sprinsrfield. 

HENRY W. LEE, 
JAMES SWAN, School 
ALBKRT A. FO'.SOM, Curnmitte, 
JIARK STAPLES, 

A true Copy, Attest, 
J O S E P H I N G R A H A M , Towtt Clerk. 

From the Principal of the Latin High Schuol i\ 
Newbiirtfport. 

T H E N A T I O N A L W R I T I N O BOOK, comprising a 
of seven numbers, wilh copies adapted to each, 
Messrs. D A V I D P . P A G E ai ' 

I 11 
'tei 

best, 
itly ol' 

ie« 
. br 

is do-
dedly the best systen: 

oecause it is the most 
the mosl practical val 
are exceedingly explit 
general arrangement r 
form throughout. 

The style of writing is plain and can eas 
having in it very few of those flourishe. 
they add to the beauty of an engraved c 
iust about the same proportion from th 
any system which is to be taught. 

If I am not mistaken, the introduction of this B.vstem 

ROGER S.'HOWARD, 
:ipal of the Latin Ilish School. 
;h 14, 1842. 

I C H A R L E S NOR 
lave ever used. I say the 
achable," andconsetpi 

The directions for using then 
and the system of ruling and 
irkably simple and nearly uni-

l.y be imitated, 
s, which, whila 
opy, detract in 
i eicellenc, of 

,nd desirable art, 
Prin 

N E W U U R V P O R T , M a r 

The subscribers. Instructors, of Newbnryport, expreaa 
their concurrence in the above recommendaiion, 

S. L. CALDWELL. ELIAS NA.'=ON. 
EBENEZER SAVARY. J. i\I. BRADBURY. 
JAMES WILLIAMS. CHARLES C. DAMK. 

From the Teachers of the People's Literary InslituH 
and Gymnasium, Pembroke, N. U. 

Having examined the " National Writing Book, com 
prising a Series of Seven Numbers," by Messrs. North-
end and Page, we do not hesitate to give it as our opinion, 
that it is a work admirably calculated lo meet the wanta 
with " special reference" to which it was prepared, and 
that it will be found at the same time both highly useful 
to the learner and convenient to the teacher. Thenlaa 
of tho series is plain and judicious, and the stylo of tha 
copies at once elegant and practical. 

J. KINSMAN, Principal 
J. W F ^ O N , Tea.ner in Penmanship. 
J. D. PHILBIUCK, Instructor. 

PEHURDKI, April, 1842. 

From the Instructors oftheAndover Teachers' Scmt 

lied " The National Writing 
press our approbation ol tha 

We have carefully ex: 
Book," and are happy ti , 
general plan and the execution of the work. In our esti-
mation it more fully meets the wants of Schools than 
»ny other system now in use. 

LYMAN COLEMAN, 
ANDOVIB, June 22,1842. WILLIAM H. WEUJI 
K i - To ha had of or thr«ugh awty Bookacllar lo ttw 

Ifxited Sines, 



R E M A R K S . 

MAW teachers, hoside ihc ;'iil)scrihnr$, have long 
I'i'll ihe need of a system of coiHes arid Writing Books 
combined, in arriingenient so simple as to be perfectly 
understood by all classes of pupils, and in style so plain 
as to be. witliin the abilily of the persevering, success-
t'lilly to imitate. 

In tlie preparation of tbe National Writing Books, 
it has been a prominent object with us to avoid the 
prevailing defects of other syrtems. The.se defects in 
part, are ; 1st. A too rapid transition from the ele-
mentary princi|ilcs to tiie more nitlicult and even 
Jiiiriil styles of writiiig, tending to discourage the 
learner in his vain attempts to keep pace with the 
successive les.sons. 2d. Some .systems have changed 
both the stijlc and the she of the w riting in each suc-
cessive number or book, so thai the learner has not 
lime to become a proficient in one style, before he is 
called upon to abandon it for another. 3d. In some 
systems the style h:ia been entirely unsuitable for 
classes in .schools; the writing in some numbers being 
so L-tri/ " fine'' as to defy siicce.ssful imitation with the 
pen,—and even could this be done, the acquisition, for 
the purposes of utility, would be of no value. In some 
there has also been too much of flourishing and orna-
ment to be pritclirnble in schools. 4th. In many, the 
machinery has been altogether too complicated to he 
used without great labor and care on the part of the 
teacher. 5lh. The paper of which many of the books 
are made, is wholly unfit. 

At the instance of numerous friends, and under expeii-
mcntal conviction of the necessity of some improvement 
in this department, the undersigned have attempted to 
meet the wants of the great body of teachers, so far as 

their own experience and the valuable suggestions of 
others could enable them to do so. 

It is presumed the airangement-or this system will 
be found to be free from confusion, and the transition 
from the easy to the more diihcult exercises so gradual 
n.s to eiirouriigr. rather than dishearten the learner. 
One dimtiim a"s to the di.-tance of the writing applies to 
all the books but the tith and 7th. (See " Directions.") 

The tti//e of writing is strictly plain; and the size 
of the line hand undergoes but one change. For 
most praciical putpo.ses the writing in minibers 4, 5, 
and 0 is suliiciently fine, c.^pecially for boys. No. 7 
was prepared more particularly Ibr the use of girls, and 
such as pir/cr a finer size i.hai'i number fi. 

'J'he copies are a close imitation of the hand writing 
of one of the anilior-s. If teachers will require the 
devotion of more lime and attention to tbe writing of 
coarse hand, it is confidently believed that they will 
find their rewanl in the impmvenient of their p'upils. 
One who can write a good coiir.se or co|>y hand, will 
find it comiiaralively easy to learn a good running or 
fine hand. 

Such as it is, then, v c unite in dedicating this hum-
ble ellbrt of ours to the "TK.^OIIKKS or YOUTH IN 
•rni; U M T K D STATKS," in the hope that it will not 
only alleviate their toils in a very important and 
laborious department, but greatly promote tncir 
success. 

PAVIT) r . I 'AGE, 
C H A R L E S N O K T H E N D . 

SAI.E.M, January 1, 1S12 

D I R E C T I O N S T O T E A C H E R S . 

1. Let the copies be cut from the book, one at a 
time, and placed at the top of the page for which it was 
designed. 

2. In all the booksJi((6^/iand7/;ittic-n'riting should 
be ill every l/iirtl spnce, or, in other words, ii/ion every 
third Vim ; a n d in the and 1th u p o n every line. 

3. Insist that each exercise shall exactly fill the 
spaces between the perpendicular lines, neither falling 
short nor running over Ihcm. Insist, also, that the 
number of characters in the elementary principles shall 
correspond with those in the copy. IC?" This is the best 
method to teach distance. 

4. Renuire all turns to be made without raising the 
pen. [ C ^ It is a v e r y pernicious but very prevalent 
habit to raise the pen. 

0. The hair stroke should always be made with the 
right hand corner of t h e p e n . 

6. Insist that the scholar insert all marhs of punctu-
ation as in the copy. 

Also insist that the scholar continue to write " coarsc 
hand," until he c,an do so with considerable ease and 
proficiency. This will render the acquisition of the 
"fine hand''' a much less dillicult task. 

7. In the 4lh and 5tli books the writing should fill 
just OHC/(«//the .space between the l ines; the ruling is 
OM eighth of a n i nch a n d the altitude of the writing 
should be one sixteenth of an inch. 

8. Require that the pupil should ".Sr! np" Avhile 
writing. The eyes of beginners are almost always too 
near their paper or book. 

0. See that in making the a, d, g and q, the pupd 
does not first make a perfect o and then join the other 
pari. These letters should be made without raising the 
pun. ITT* Show the class (upon the black board or 
otherwise) how this can be done. 

10. Let the books almuys be collected and placed 
upon the teacher's desk at the close of the writing 
hour, 'ind occasionally devote a half hour to the ex-
amination of the books in presence of the scliool, with 
such commendation, reproof, or general remark as may 
be called for. This will stimulate the learner and save 
very many disfigurations of the books. 

H . In the 5th,6th and 7thbooks,let thc pupil write one 
half of the last page first, leaving the other half until 
he has filled up the book. This will show the degree 
of improvement. 
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