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To Teachers and School Com-
mittees,
W. & 8. B. IVES, SALEM, MASS,,

RausprcrruLny call the attention of Teachers and School
Committees to a series of Writing Books recently pub-
lished by them, entitled, “Tug NATioNAL WRITING
Boox, comprising a series of seven numbers, with
Cupies adapted to each, prepared rwith special reference
{o the wants of the various classes in Schools and
Academies ; hy Davin P, PacE, Principal of the English
High School, Newburyport, and CHARLES NORTHEND,
principal of the Aborn St. Grammar School, Salem.”’

From a large number of testimonials we select the
following.

From the Principals of the Engiish Grammar Schools
in Sulem,

¢ Tue undersigned having examined and well considered

'"Tue NarioNar WriTiNg Book,” have no hesitation

in pronouncing it the best system, on the whole, now

before the public, for Common Schools, etc. ‘They have.

used various systems in teaching this art, for a number
of years past, and have found them all more or less de-
fective in some important particulars.

The National Writing Book is the production of two
experienced Teachers, who have been singularly success-
ful in this branch of learning in our Schools. It is de-
signed, and we believe does remedy the defects which
they have found in practice to exist in ail other systems,
Ut commences with large, or round hand; and the pupil is
kopt in these exercises until the hand is firmly and per-
manently established; and is tlien, by a judicious, but
not long and tedious gradation, led into fine hand. The
style is throughout just what it should be for learners,—
plain and substantial.—There is another feature in it
which is excellent, and will be appreciated by all Teach-
ers,—viz., the copies are bound up in the writing books,
and will thus always be at haud; and obviate the serious
evil of trouble and waste of time in the constant exchange
ofcopies. The books are made of the first rate paper for
school purposes; and the publishers pledge themselves
that they shall continue to be. The gradation, from first
10 last, we consider as a great excellence in the system,—
much beyond all others with which we are acquainted,—
it being sufficiently short, but by perfect, successive
slevs,

EDWIN JOCELYN. D. P. GALLOUP,

0. C. FELTON, ALBERT LACKEY.
ABNER BROOKS, THOMAS B. PERKINS.
J. B. FAIRFIELD. WILLIAM LEAVITT,

Savem, March 10, 1842,

Copy of a Vote of the School Commiittee of tha Town
of Newbury.

At a meeting of the School Committee of Newbury,
held April 2, 1842 :—T'oted, that the ‘ NATIONAL
Writine Book,” by Messrs. Page and Northend, be
recommended by this Board, to be introduced into all the
Public Schools in this town. E. SAVARY,

Secretary of School Committee,
Bradford Teachers’ Seminary, March 24, 1842,
essrs, PAGE and NORTHEND—

I have for some time used your ‘‘ National Writing
Book ”” in my Seminary, and it affords me pleasure to
say that my pupils have made much greater improve-
ment than with any other system I have ever used, and I
think it is peculiarly well adapted to meet the wants of
our schools and academies. The excellent quality of the
{npor and the neat and attractive appearance of the book,
n addition to the intrinsic value of the system itself,
must commend it to those engaged in teaching this im-
portant branch. I, therefore, with great confidence,
recommend it to Teachers and School Committees, bs-
Moving that It will give them perfect ratisfaction.

BENJ. GREENLEAF,
Frinefpal of Bradford Teashers' Seminary.

1
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From Quiver Cantvon, Baq., Prinvipol of the Pub’ie
Latin Schuol, Nulem, Moss

NMesers. W, and S. B, lves,—I have carefully examined
‘The National Writing Book ;”? and, comparing is
nerits with those of other systems of writing within riy
konowledge, it appears to me o possess some peealine
excellencies, and to be remarkably well adipted to the
acquizition of u plain, neat, and elegant style of Penman-
ship, Very respectfully, your ob.’t serv.'t,

Sacewn, April 2, 1842, 0. CARLTON.

Danvers, May 23d, 1842, At a meeting of the Schoo
Comt iittee of the town of Danvers, May 23, 154

Voted, unanimously, That “The National Writing
Bock *” be recommended by this board, to be used in the
several Schools in this town, J. M. AUSTIN,

A irue copy. Clerk

SeninGrIeELp, Mass,, Sept. 5th, 1842, At a regular
meating of the School Committee of the town of Spring-
Lzld held on Monday, Sept. 6th, 1842 —

Veted, unanimously, that the series of Writing Books,
published by W, and S. B. Ives of Salem, be introduced
into the Public Schaols of Springfield.

HENRY W. LEE,
JAMES SWAN, Schoal
ALBERT A. FO".SOM, { Committe
MARK STAPLES,
A true Copy, Attest,
JOSEPH INGRAHANM, Town Clerk.

From the Principal of the Latin High Scheol is
Newburyport,

Tue NAtionaL WritiNGg Boox, compriging a series
of seven numbers, with copies adapted to each, by
Messra, Davip P. Pace and Cuartes NORTHEND, is de-
sidedly the lest system I have ever used, 1say the best,
pecause it is the most ** teachable,” and consequently of
the most practical value. The directions for using them
are exceedingly explicit, and the system of ruling and
general arrangement remarkably simple and nearly uni-
form throughout.

The style of writing is plain and can east.y be imitated,
having in it very few of those fourishes, which, whila
they add to the beauty of an engraved copy, detract in
just about the same proportion from the ezcellence of
any system which is fo bz taught,

If T am not mistaken, the introduction of this system
will greatly diminigh the labors of teaching this difficult
and desirable art. ROGER S, HOWARD,

Principal of the Latin High School,

Newusuryport, March 14, 1842,

The subscribers, Instructors, of Newburyport, exprese

their concurrence in the above recommendation,
S. L. CALDWELL. ELIAS NASON.
EBENEZER SAVARY. J. M. BRADBURY.
JAMES WILLIAMS, CHARLES C. DAME.
From the Teachers of the People’s Literary Institule
and Gymnasium, Pembroke, N, H,

Having examined the ‘ Natioual Writing Book, com
prising a Series of Seven Numbers,” by Mesars. North-
end and Page, we do not hesitate to give it as our opinion,
that it is & work admirably calculated to meet the wants
with ‘“special reference’’ to which it was prepared, and
that it will be found at the same time both highly useful
to the learner and convenient to the teacher.  The plan
of the series is plain and judicious, and the style of the
copies at once elegant and practical,

. KINSMAN, Principal.
J. WESTON, 5'ea.ner in Penmanship,
J. D. PHILBRICK, Instructor,
PEMDROKE, April, 1842,

From the Instructors of the Andover Teachers' Senu

nary.

We have carefully exnlnilfelxl ““The National Writing
Book,’’ and are happy to express our approbation o1 the
general plan and the execution of the work. In our esti-
mation it more fully meets the wants of Schools thaa

any other system now in use,
LYMAN COLEMAN.
ANDOVER, June 22, 1842, WILLIAM H, WELLS

3= To ba had of or threugh every Bookseller in the
Unitad States,
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Mawy teachers, beside the subscribers, bave long
telt the need of a system of copies and Writing Books
combined, in arrangement so simple as to be perfectly
anderstood by all classes of pupils, and in style so plain
as to be within ‘the ability of the persevering, success-
fully to imitate.

In the preparation of the National Writing Books,
it has been a prominent objeet with us to avoid the
prevailing defects of other systems. These defects in
part, are; Ist. A too rapid transition from the ele-
mentary principles to the more difficult and even
Horid styles of writing, tending to discourage the
learner in his vain-attempts to keep pace with the
suceessive lessons.  2d. Some systems have changed
both.the style and the size of the writing in each suc-
cessive number or book, so that the learner has not
time to become a proficient in one style, before he is
called upon to abandon it for another. 3d. In some
systems the style has been euntirely unsuitable for
classes in schools; the writing in some nuinbers being
su very *fine’ as to defy suceesstul imitation with the
pen,—and even could this- be done, the acquisition, for
the purposes of utitity, would be of no value. Insome
there has also been too much of flourishing and orna-
ment to be practicadle in schools. 4th. In many, the
machinery has been altogether too complicated to be
used without great labor and care on the part of the
teacher. 5th. The paper of which many of the boolks
are made, is wholly unfit.

At the instance of rumerous friends, and under experi-
mental conviction of the necessity of some improvement
in this department, the undersigned have attempted to
meet the wants of the great body of teachers, so far as

REMARKS.

their own experience and the valuable suggestions of
others could enable them to do so.

It is presumed the arrangement-of this system will
be found to be free from conlusion, and the transition
from the easy to the more difficnlt exercises so gradual
os 10 encourage vather than dishearten the learner.
One direction as to the distance of the writing applies to
all the books but the 6th and 7th. ﬂS«:c “Directions.”)

The siyle of writing is strictly plain; and the size
of the fine hand undergoes but one change.. For
most praciical purposes the writing in numbers 4, 3,
and 6 is sufiiciently finc, cg lly for boys. No. 7
was prepared wmore particularly for the use of girls,and
stch as prefer a finer size than number 6.

T'he copies are a close imitation of the hand writing
of one of the authors. It teachers will require the
devotion of more time and autention to the writing of
coarse hand, it is coniidently believed that they will
find their reward in the improvement of their pupils.
One who can write o good conrse or copy hand, will
find it comparatively easy to learn a goud running or

. fine hand.

Such as it is, then, we anite in dedicating this hum-
Lle effort of ours to the “Teacners or Yourn IN
e Usitep Startes,” in the hope that it will not
only alleviate their toils in a very important and
laborious  deparunent, but greatly promote tneir
SUCCESS,

DAVID P. PAGE,
CHARLES NORTHEND.

Sares, January 1, 1542,

DIRECTIONS TO TEACHERS.

1. Let the copies be cut from the book, one at a
time, and placed at the top of the page for which it was
designed.

2. In all the books but 6th and 7th the writing should
be in every third space, or, in other words, upon every
third line ; and in the 6¢/ and 7tk upon every line.

3. Insist that each exercise shall exactly fill the
spaces between the perpendicular lines, neither falling
short nor runmng over them. Insist, also, that the
number of characters in the elementary principles shall
correspond with those in the copy. 057 This is the best
method to teach distance.

4. Require all turns to be made without raising the
pen. 07 It is a very pernicious but very prevalent
habit to raise the pen.

5. The hair stroke should always be made with the
right kand corner of the pen.

6. Insist that the scholar insert 21l marks of punctu-
ation as in the copy.

Also insist that the scholar continue to write ¢ coarsc
hand,” until he can do so with considerable ease and
proficiency. This will render the acquisition of the
“ jine hand”™ a much less difficult task.

7. Tn the 4th and 5th books the writing should fill
just one half the space between the lines; the ruling is
one eighth of an inch and the altitude of the writing
should be one sizteenth of an inch.

8. Require that the pupil should “Sit wp” while
writing. . The eyes of heginners are almost always too
near their paper or book,

9. See that in making the a, d, g and q, the pupil
does not first make a perfect o and then join the other
part. These letters should be made without raising the
pen. 057~ Show the class (upon the black board or
otherwise) how this can be done.

10. Let the books always be collected and placed
upon the teacher’s desk at the close of the writing
hour, and occasionally devote a half hour to the ex-
amination of the books in presence of the school, with
such commendation, reproof, or general remark as may
be called for. This will stimulate the learner and save

very many disfigurations of the books.

11. Inthe 5th,6th and 7th books, letthe pupil write one
half of the last page first, leaving the other half until
he has filled up the book. This will show the degree
of improvement. :




