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COLUMBIA COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE, f

I, HENR\ B. HALL, Clerk of the County of Columbia, and also Clerk of the 
Supreme and County Courts, being; Courts of Record held therein, do hereby

whose name is subscribed to the certificate of 
the proof or acknowledgment of the annexed instrument, and thereon 
written, was at the time of taking such proof or acknowledgment, a NOTARY 
PUBLIC in and for the County aforesaid, dwelling in said County, commis­
sioned and sworn, and duly authorized to take the same. And further, that 
I am well acquainted with the hand writing of such Notary Public, and 
verily believe that the signature to the said certificate of proof or acknowledg­
ment is genuine.

In Testimony Wiiekeof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the 
said Courts and County, this ^///j day of 187'5
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Plaintiff
ai/aimt

Defendant,

Summons,

M'lS'di'l1 iL I'lUl'JPT.
Plaintiff'.': Attorneys, 

346 Bko'adway,



Supreme Court of tlie State of New York* 
City and County of New York*

NOTICE OP LIEN,
X-X -X-X -X -X -X -X -X -X -X -x-x-x *-x~x-x~
L 0 T T I E B Y R D S- A -L- L- • - • 

against

erf ef ^0^4^

Cct^CO-d

<=>5w—,

TAKE NOTICE that I have a claim and lien upon any judgment 
that may be recovered by the plaintiff herein or any settlemet 
effectedoherein for my fees costs and disbursements which 
have-been or may necessarily be incurred herein and you-are 
hereby cautioned to-make no settlement herein except with rae 
Dated New York March 31st 18864 - --- ...

- • GEORGE H HART
Plaintiffs Attorney
346 Broadway N*Y* City* N*Y*

V
r

X
f'.

X

'w.,fc



‘U^jJconrt.of'ffcjU (Stojttj of- 'UerrJfC •

&lkj?<UccC y^'* 1’ y'”'k- '____ *

Plaintiff 

- ,~7—~7~’ Summons■utS ,

, ^ ---- ,.C^ f/j! C&ju.y
Defendant if)

To the above named Defendant
i

Jou ate ^t^bg summoned to answer the complaint in this action, and to serve

a copy of your answer on the Plaintiff’s Attorneys within days after the service of this
summons, exclusive of the day of service, and in case of, your failure to appear, or answer, Judgment will 
be taken against you by default, for the relief demanded in the complaint.

Dated, ft,.Z/. faOAcX «3/ 1884, .

/ ZlZar-qej %> i HART MjMMMp, Plaintiff's Attorney I, ■
P. O. Address, No. 346 Broadway, New York City. Tj No. 346 Broadway, New York City.
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IfaUffigAwBifehafi, '
Plaintiff's Attorneys, 

346 Broadway,
New York City.
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Supreme Court of the State of New York* 
City and County of New ■'ork*

x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x ~x-x~x-
L O'T'T^I'E- B Y R D S A L L >rn NOTICE OP LIEN,

a-*~t — - - . r , . ^

X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-d-x-x-x-x-x-x-X-X-
TAKE NBTIGEVthat I have a claim and lien upon any judgment 
that may be recovered by the plaintiff herein or any settle­
ment effected herein, for my fees, costs and disbursements - 
which have been or may necessarily be incurred herein and 
you are'hereby cautioned to make-norn settlement herein except 
with me* “■ „ . ..... ... „„
Dated New York March 31st 1886*

.................... -- - “GEORGE H. HART
Plaintiff*s Attorney —

346 Broadway N*Y* City* N*Y*



yO/^i^7?Zc/court, Chf tfCCZ& a//Z^o~
4&2/2/^/ New York’ ^

&/ &rc&C'

Plaintiff
tfffi ■ . c? against _

*ffcks/-cs<y^
^r_ -rftjts /ffeS.Px'tS&tst GcvCtt^C* ffffC<xV<cSl^

(pvt^cv-ta clo <^Cc(t^' f
ez^f^ciC- 9'7-leit*t*<x-^-csrr c'ff- rf&ts

<>y&c-cxs£tf off- dix^tcsct' Defendant *3

Summons—
Cc/ty ctfvcC Ccr**-t^f */■ ‘Metis'* 

'^Zer-Af'

To the above named Defendant

jjou are l;i(r([bg summoned to
answer the complaint in this action, and to serve

a copy o£ your answer on the Plaintiff’s Attorneys within days after the service of this
summons, exclusive of the day of service, and in case of your failure to appear, or answer, Judgment will 
be taken against you by default, for the relief demanded in the complaint.

Dated,/^. “Z/r ff&C'lC/C<£/ 188^ *?/. ^taigzrAf-

HART ft POi I Oil, Plaintiff's Attorneys,
No. 346 Broadway, New York City.P. O. Address, No. 346 Broadway, New York City.



(ir/aimt
Plaintiff

Defendant £
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HART

Plaintiff's Attorneys,
346 Broadway,

New York City.
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Supreme Court of the State of New York* 
City and County of New York*
X-X*-X-X-X-X-X-X-X~X-X-X-'C-X-X-X~X-X-
LOTTIE BYRDXSALL

against

Ocz-C£e<ciC-

O^-CL-Ae^^ (otSOsMsO cc-a

&2-*-rt^£y r'f- c£fe-<Ux*Ay erf- Ccl£6-c£t

JNUJ. iUEi OF LIEN*

X-X-X~X~X-X-X~X-X~X-X-X~X~X-X-X-X-
Take notice that I have a claim and lien upon any judgment 
that may be recovered by the plaintiff herein, or any settle­
ment effected herein for my fees costs and disbursements- 
which have been or mafr necessarily be incurred herein and you 
are hereby cautioned to make bo settlement herein except
with me* - -- .......................
Dated New York March 31st“1886*

GEORGE H. HART
Plaintiff's Attorney

346 Broadway N*Y* City* N*Y*



\^4 + ci-PST^G 0L J4G/A AOI.K*

<&*UjO Court, offAoJtcUl ojL^Jt&ur V/WT-S^■

J&Cjg^cL &OUMtJ4 Sem ¥o'k> '

J^attca

Plaintiff

tfu^e^Cc/. et- <£k«ag^ lS^/6^ * " -‘
^ <srr ff^^ vf^-.Py esrc^'£^-

- ' v - - - -
Defendant o

Sum mom-
d^. e^/G^Sz^-y 0t^y^r_

To the above named Defendant

I|ou m ^tifbg summoned to answer the complaint in this action, and to serve

a copy o£ your answer on the Plaintiff’s Attorneys within <MJJ: ,L/7\Juff/ days after the service of this 

summons, exclusive of the day of service, and in case of your failure ter appear, or answer, Judgment will 
be taken against you by default, for the relief demanded in the^omplaint.

Dated,^.Y- yyLGU^L 3 /. 188 ^

/ 11A It.11" SS EKIIIE Plaintiff's Attorneys,

P. O. Address, No. 346 Broadway, New York City. No. 346 Broadway, New York City.
» r



against

A * S /jOz t-f-c < <-<

^ /
tyO<?xt,

9^

mmt

Attorneyfor Defendant^

Bw service of a notice, of wiiich tiie within is a
copy, admitted this.................,k_
of... ....................................18..c>‘.l£

J?7
day

Plaintiff s A Homey



Notice of Appearance.—570. John Polhemus, Printer and Mf’g Stationer, 102 Nassau St., N. Y.

a £1
llul- /

ayainsi^

'Ju icUc-ie

^ , 1 agmnsL r >
'W t / ('j- / f ^, l r d</, £ l/6i /jua /<a - /

A /^ <i-« •' ^ 1(a+aSj,cY Sor+e A Crf r-f/;< <?t'. At \
Co.C-Ce c/ ’TXa KiA<u ’'ieofi uA*t ao ££o/sa,

ft <"< L>£o>..<^~C OCo*-&f H-/V t - l 0'/ U&SL
Va CLty ,/ AA -* •' ^ ^ -J- • l- "

> Notice of Appearance.

ISxxt:

SLO'CIA trf' /@-f f-f+XJisa A'n ^rS f/taM

^ ^ ‘ ...QtvfZL Aa ^/ty rfec <- ^ Y €e^; - ,
appear in this action, and that / fXAJi........ retained as Attorney £ for......................................
therein, and demand that a copy of the Complaint and sill papers in this action be served on .
.......■,-A-L.il^............................... at (.h.(.A..l office, number. *-■&, \A.fej ...b*'

Mew York, (.... :>£.. ^/ ...... 18. (

Yours, &c., )

Po / Esq

VC (?A/a/a//

Attorney Sfor Defendant i

Plaintiff s Attorney
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Supreme Court of the state of Uev; York

ity and County of New York

X-'/I-X-

LOT!? I E L Y N D S ALL

against

I5ENJAN1N GATE; hOEINdT VALENTINE

tructeec of tiie United Society

of Believers called Shakers Prod V- Evans as

Elder superintendent andHanager

of the North Family of the Society

of Believers called Shaker;

K-K-X-X-X-X \r*m Vri

On the annexed affidavit of William

the ;C3rd day of June 1886

’ E D that the %ime of the plaintiff

’{andelh verified

1T>1;,Sv *-

aintiff to

serve his Complaint herein be, and the same is hereby 

extended Twenty days from date*

Y
Dated Low York June 2tfrd 1886. ^

City and County of Mew York ssi wSn ' rn
uivlux^to^Ttj, vHo^lcUlX/

being duly sworn says; that he is Managing Clerk in 

the office of George H Hart the Attorney for the plaintif 

That the office address of said Attorney is Number 346 

Broadway in the City of New York.

That P* and D* Mitchell Egds are the Attorneys for the 

defendants and whose office address ic Number 137 

Broadway in said City,

nvun','i~ i-’'.*1’* “i V-^---- ---- - ..........*■ - * i- - ----— j
•'.hat this action was commenced by the service of sUJBTOons



on said defendant on or about April lo-<h ICbG,

5?laat said defendantsappeared, herein by their caid At­

torneys on or about April A4tli 188G • 

hat plaintiffs time to serve her complaint vras extended 

twenty days from hay 14th 133G, and twenty days from 

June 3rd 1386, by stipulation*

That no other extension of tine to serve said Complaint 

has been granted by stipulation or order and no previous 

application for the annexed order has been made to any

Court or Judge*

That owing to the actual and continued professional 

engagements of plaintiffs attorney and of deponent* 

plaintiffs attorney has been and will be unable to 

properly prepare and serve a complaint herein within 

the time now limited and desire an order extending the 

time so to do twenty days from date*

That the next circuit of this Court is appointed to be 

held in the month of October next as deponent verily 

believes*

That from the statement of tfoo case in the action made 

to de ponent by the: plaintiff deponent verily believes 

that the plaintiff lias a good and meritorious cause

of action#

'That this application is made in good faith and not 

for the purpos e of delay.

Sworn to before me tliis 

33 rd, day of June 180G#

ftyfu 'u,

M-yCchr^G1
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Supreme Court of the State of New York

City and County of New York

x-x-ac-x-x-x-x~x-x-x~x-x-x-
PLACE OP TRIAL 
CITY A COONTY OP 
(NEW YORK*

Mary Charlotte Byrdsall fotherwiao 

kaova as Lottie Byrdsall
t
)
XPlaintiff

agsiast j smoS*
Benjamin Oates Robert Yalentine Tl^Stees t 

of the Cfclted Sosisty of Belierers called (

Shakers » »W»» *» J

Superinteadent sad Manager of the North )

family of the Sooiety of Beliot*** t

tailed Shakers Defendants* I

*To the ahoee Imped defendants^
- « ■

YOU ARB HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the tcmplaint in this 

aotiem# and te serre a eepy of year answer en the Plaintiff's 

Attorneys within twsnty days aftsr the serwlee of this suranoas 

esflnslwe of the day of serrleef and in ease of your failure to 

appear or answer, Judpwnt will he taken against you by default 

for the relief demanded in the Cmsplaint,

■** "** » ■ H. HA..

Plaintiffs Attorney
346 Broadway— Mew York City*

P* 0# Address, Mo C46 Broadway* Mew York City*



*• i |HKM JLUBK
* __ __________ _. OT.T.1 j? QQQMAA Qk_____

-

^ fiupreme Court of the Ctate of Hew York.

City and County of New York.

x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-

M A K Y C H A H L 0 rC T E B Y ^ D S A L L 

othervdse knovra as Lottie Byrdsall
'¥

against

Benjamin Gates Robert Valentine Trustees of the 

United Society of Believers called Shakers 

Fred W Evans as Elder Superintendent and 

Nanager of the North Family of Society of 

Believers called Shakers*

x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-

?he CompiflJLnt of the plaintiff by George H Hart her Attorney 

respectfully shows to the Court*

1* That the defendants are the Elders, Superintendents, Man­

agers and Trustees of the United Society of Believers called 

Shakers , a religious Community or Society, who chiefly do 

business and reside at Le^banon in the State of New York, 

and are constituted and appointed to hold all the property both 

real and personal belonging to said Society in whom said prop­

erty vests, and are appointed and constituted the secular heads, 

rulers*, managers, superintendents, tarustoos and chief officer^, 

having sole authority and right, to act m Demur of and to rep­

resent said Society in all secular affairs, and whose duty it 

is solely to bring suits in their own name as such trustees 

on behalf of said society and to appear and defend as such trus­

tees in all suits brought against said Society.

, That on or about the 17th day of July 1803^plaintiff at that



• u: ;n j. O ■

-V
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\v>

tlae being of the age of sixteen years, was placed by her father
Xfc.

Y,

in charge of said Society and more especially under the control 

of the defendant ErMWf and she became an inmate of their heme 

at said Lebincm and was educated by said Eeaie and other mem­

bers of said Society in the religious faith of the Shakers 

rendering services te said Society bat receiriag no compen­

sation therefor from said Society except her support*

SUt that in or about the year 1«68, when plaintiff had attain 

-ed the age ef twenty one yeare * said plaintiff was called upon 

and required and eansnanded to sign a paper,the said Ewans called 

a covenant # who further said it wgs not accessary to hare it 

road to her, as it was simply a font, although com# parte there 

-of were read but which plaintiff did not understand and which 

Plaintiff thereafter signed as requested , and plaintiff was 

also at the same time infomed that ahe need make no account of 

it ae she had nothing but horsolf to giro to the Lori*

J **• Waintifr was plaMt la atai** of aaU —MM

aud said Society plaintiff reeeived at Parlous times prior to 

the year 1874 sms of money aggregating in the sum of fio hun­

r dred and sixty dollars «
_ .. t :.‘-

Te Shat said sums ef money except twenty dollabs thereof 

which was a present giwen to plaintiff by her father , and 

twenty dellaf* which plaintiff reeelwed as a present from her 
grand Aant 9 came te plaintiff as her share of an itleritance 

from her mother who was deceased* 

fie that all ef said sens ef money the defendant Ewans acting
* - .. . -w -------- • - •- ^

as Superintendent, Manager, Elder and one of the Chief officers
- - - - -

ef said Society eenpelled her to deliwer into hie charge and



.Vs

_____ / That on or about the day of October 1375, plaintiff's

father Pitt William Byrdsall died leaving property in lands 

of which plaintiff owned an undivided seventh share of which, 

plaintiff become seised*

«jV ■*!.VJHI .That plaintiff remained a member of said Society after 

sinning the aforesaid Bmiisas&x covenant until in or about the

X
•off

0^

6

\

</

month of January 1383.

* That plaintiff was informed of the decease of her Mther— r
and thereupon requested permission of said Evans and. his offic­

ers v;ho had authority over plaintiff^ for lease to attend the 

funeral of her said father and to look after her interests 

in his Estate.

j?/That said Evans refused to grant said leave, at the same time 

^declaring that it was against the rules of the society for 

members thereof to attend the# funeral of relatives who were 

not. members of said society her said father not being a member

thereof i

r

21/9 That from her sixteenth year when she was placed with

*
said Eocioty until her departure therefrom $n or about the month 

of January 1338. plaintiff was kept secluded from the world 

and from her family and was compelled to adopt the practices 

of the Shaker faith , which she was taught to believe* „ ^

^ ll 4 That said Evans as such officer shortly afterwards^plnformed 

plaintiff that her family v/ould try to cheat her out of her 

share of the Estate of her deceased father , and that he would
A

r, k
\)

feo to the City of New York, where plaintiffs* family resided 

and look after her rights and interests in her bahalf.



■.<;,; •-, • -, ‘fJ&g. i

...

1*1(1 , That as she is infoimed and verily believes said Evans
«

did go to said City and did see plaintiffs sister Anna H Byrd-
f

sail Mho had the management and control of her deceased fatherfe 

Estate , and represented to her said sister that he had a Power 

of Attorney to act for the ;plaintiff and demanded an account 

of all moneys* or property which vms due to and belonging to 

plaintiff, and a delivery of all monies belonging to her, on 

plaintiffs behalf and further charged plaintiffs said sister 

with having a design of wronging plaintiff out of her plaintiffs 

said property.

•fvt, That as plaintiff is infowned and verily believes her said

tvCLTiS
sister Anna H Byrdsall believing that said fU^^ww-^tatements 

were true and that he had authority to act as such attorney 

for the plaintiff, under his instructions, paid over various 

sums of money aggregating in t3ie sum of One Hundred and twenty 

fourG3-loo dollars, being plaintiffs share of the fruits and rents 

derived from the Estate of her said deceased father to E. A*

Doolittle Esq an Attorney and Counsellor at Lav/ of the City of
*

' New York, who plaintiffs said sister was infoiroed through said 

/ Evans and further in writing by said Doolittle , was employed
?■

by said Evans to act as the Attorney and of Counsel for the 

plaintiff to enforce all demands , rights and interests the 

plaintiff had in her said fathers Estate, and who gave receipts 

for said money as such attorney for the plaintiff and which 

money as the plaintiff is infomed and verily believes said 

Doolittle—duly paid over—-to said Evans.

SV« That plaintiff had no knowledge of said transactions 

whatever or of the employment of said Doolittlei

Hmu*. subsequently as plaintiff is infomed and verily believes 

her said sister v/hile residing in the City of New York, and



Evans various suns or noney , all derived frotn tlie income, 

fruits and profits of her deceased fathers’ Estate , to the aa- 

aregate amount of r-'even Hundred and tv/enty four dollars*

r K Raid Evans as plaintiff is infoxtned and believes

immediately upon receiving said sum of money hereinbefore men­

tioned , paid the same over to said defendants Benjamin Gates 

"Robert Valentino Ti'ustees of the United Society of Believers 

called Shakers , and said trustees have over since unlawfully 

applied all of said moneys and the income, interests and prof­

its derived from said moneys and from the use thereof to 

the use and benefit of said Society without the knowledge con­

sent or authority of the plaintiff* 

fesUl. rfhat Plaintiff was never informed by said Evans of any of

the said acts , or received any account of said moneys, re-
-% ■*

oeived by him, but on the contrary said Evans led plaintiff to 
believe that her interests in her saidJ^i-thers estate and that 

her fathers said estate was scarcely anything, or did plain- 

tiff know what her rights and interests were in the Estate 

of her deceased father, or otherwise, or have any knowledge oi 

the sane, whatever, as she had no knowledge of business af­

fairs , never having been educated in such knowledge but on the 

contrary was educated not to know or learn or enquire into any 

matters relating to the business affairs of life , or the manners

and customs of the world outside of her said domicile, where the
rites

manners customs and religious 'rights of the shakers which were 

totallv unlike those <>f the world were alone observed, prac- 

ticed and prevailed*
CTU. x, , , ,

'Hiat although the plaintiff was called upon frequently by said

Evans to sign papers upon which there was writing , she* was not 

infomed by said Evans of the contents of said papers,'their



nature or significance but was simply commanded to sign the 
same whereupon she complied and signed the saae as she was 
bound to do, under the instructions given to her by said Evani, 
who was her religious and temporal ruler, and as such officer 
of said Society, such obedience being required of her by the
rules and dlfttipgtae of said Society*

i- —
XlX* That on the 6th day of January 1883, because of the 
oppression under which plaintiff suffered , and because of the 
tyrannical conduct of the defendant Evans and other officials 
which he and they practiced as plaintiff believes without mal­
ice but through being misguided by excessive and fanatical 
religiousb zeal, and through the enforcement of severe injur­

ious, unhealthful tyrannical oppressive unusual and extraord­
inary rules and discipline which impaired plaintiffs health 
and which was no part of the system or discipline of said
Society of Shakers but were unlawfully and unwarrantably prac-

- >

ticed by said Evans and said other officers and which has 
forever undermined her physicial constitution, plaintiff was 
compelled to declare her desire to leave said Society and 
depart from said domiele as she feared and knew and was convin­
ced that if she lonfer remained she would die from the effects 
thereof, plaintiff was obliged to sever her connection with 
said Society; and said Evans as Elder Superintendent and Manager 
of said Society, directed and compelled her to receive the sum 
of three hundred dollars in full settlement of all claims and 
demands she had against said defendants and said Society , 
first compelling her to sign a paper containing writing, the 
contents of which at that time plaintiff did not know, and had



% "**•<» #o aT«u

«;1-e known tho nano she v/ould nor. .'m.vo understood the loyal 

effect of it, in relation to her riyhts and intcroeta, us she 

ae iff orr.nt of the effect of all instruments and writing© for 

the reasons aforesaid and ignorant that said defendants rocoivod 

any money hololhniny to her or from her said father© Estate*

XX* That plAintiff vra© infomed a short tifuj before, bringing 

this act n and verily believes tluvt the paper so signed by 
plaintiff last mentioned, was in effect a general release of 

. 11 her claims and demands against sail defendants ami s^id 

Sueiety and the acknowledgement of the'receipt of said threo 

hundred dollars as for and in full settlement of all said \
Y

claims , demands or indebtedness whatever arising therefrom \ ' 

and thereon* * /' ' j

XXI* That plaintiff had no know!edge or ipfolimitlop conoernig^- 

he r interests in the estate of her said deceased father nor 

any knowledge ojf her rights in the premises at the time of 

h.or departure from said k-oiet;/ and was wholly ignorant thereof 

from said time.‘"to a short tine before the oomenoorient of 

his a •it ion*

XX11* tliat pl/.intiff further all egos on infoumtiou .ami belief
■ i

thr,t said Evans received other sums of r.onoy duo and belonging 

to plaintiff in addition to the various sums of money herein­

before- set forth which said Evans as Elder trustee and super-
A

intendent has failed to account for to plaintiff or informr
p1aintiff thereof•

V;herefore plaintiff prays of this Honorable Court that judgment 

be declared in her favor and against the defendants arid each

of them as follows*
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PISSi1. I'hat tlie said dofondanto, their Attorneys, Agents, 

servants or trustoos, each, any and all of then he adjudged, 

directed and corapolled to deliver up and surrender to the plain­

tiff the said certain paper executed by plaintiff and purporting 

to be a release of plaintiffs claims and demands against said 

defendants and. said society, and that the same be declared 

and adjudged to bo void, without consideration and of no force 

or effect*

f rx-OND, That the defendants and each of them and their Attor­

neys, officers, agents and servants, or trustees be adjudged to 

account for their disposition of all moneys of the plaintiff 

received by thorn , from or by reason of anything whatsoever* 

THlhDfc That the defendants and each of them may be adjudged to 

pay plaintiff such sum or sums of money as shall upon the taking 

of such account appear to be due said plaintiff from tftem with 

interest thereon and interest upon interest thereon. 

poTPhi'H, That plaintiff have such other ami further relief 

in the premises as to this Honorable Court shall seam meeii 

proper and equitable and for the costs and disbursements of
V

this action*

And the Plaintiff will ever pray £c .

Q E 0 H G E H, H A P T 

Plaintiffs Attorney — 340 Broadway 

New York City — N, Y*



City and County of New Tork ss;

Mary Charlotte Byrdsall ( other* 

wise known as Lottie Byrdsall ) being duly sworn says; that she 

id the plaintiff above named* that she has read the foregoing 

complaint and knows the eontents thereof* that the sene is trneof 

her own knowledge * exeept as te sueh matters asv are therein 

stated to be alleged on iafoxmation and belief and as to those 

matters she believes the same to be frae«

(h 3 Sworn to before me this

12th day of AugOSt 18W* MART OHAILOWt BlUDSALL

f* Handel

Coeraissloner of Deeds 

N» Y* City and Co*



Gentlemen!

Please take notice 

that the within is a copy of an
order duly entered and filed in ^

Office of the Clerk o f the 
City and County of New York 
on the 12th day of August 1886.

' • f i , • «

Dated New York August 16th 1886.
■ T ' ■ ' - - ' • * \ t r\ . t , , ,

YOUKS Stc

George H Hart
Plaintiffs Attorney 

To
A D« Mitchell Esqs

\ 1 * ' i " . - .
Defts Attorneys*

I >
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At a Special Term of the Suprene Court -f
Chambers thereof

the State of New Torit, held at the County 
Court House in the City of New York, on the 
a 42 ? day ofAuguet It*®*

Present Hon

X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X

Lottie Byrdsall 

against
Benjamin Oates, Robert Valentine, trustees of the 
United Society of Believers called Shakers,Prod 
W. Evans as Elder* Superintendent and Manager of 
the North Pastily of the Society of Believers called 
Shakers*

X—X“X“X""X ’-X“,X“X~X“X",X,“X,,,X,,,X,“X**X*-X“X“X -x-x-

On reading and filing the annexed consent and on motion of
George H Hart plaintiffs Attorney, —— XT IS —--- -------
ORDERED that the sunmons in the above entitled
action be and the same is hereby amended by changing the 
name of the plaintiff so as to read MARY CHARLOTTE BYRDSALL 
otherwise known as LCTtlE BYRDSALL •

Justice*
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dmxt.

Q 0<£a^> (~^<h4<L/ 6 /

vs.

J/QvutM^v-

P. & D. MITCPfELL,
Attorneys for

137 Broadway,
NEW YORK.

^99-*2£-'oi
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/ SUPREME COURT.

City and County of New York.

MARY CHARLOTTE BYRDSALL 

against

jjj

B J AJ/L T N GA T E S,
Ors.

Cjislx4$U*/W

J

The Defendants Trustees etc. appearing in this 

action by p. & D. Mitchell for answer to the complaint 

herein, allege -arkd aver .

I. The d ef end ants admit the 1st paragraph in said com­

plaint mentioned.

IT. That as to the 2d paragraph of said complaint they 

admit that the plaintiff was placed by her Bather in said 

society at that time and became a member of said society 

and was educated by the same, but deny that she received 

no compensation but her support.

ITT. That these defendants deny the 8d paragraph of said 

complaint and allege and aver, that the covenant mention­

ed therein was signed by the plaintiff f after being read 

and fully explained to her ) as her own free act and will.

IV. That these defendants deny the 6th paragraph of said 

complaint.

V. That these defendants deny that they have any knowledg 

or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 7th

paragraph of the complaint.

VI. These defendants admit the Uth paragraph of the com

plaint. .



VII.

VITT. These defendants deny the 11th paragraph of s3id 

complaint.

IX. These defendants deny the 12th paragraph of said com­

plaint.

X. These defendants deny that they have any knowledge 

or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

13th paragraph of the complaint.

XI. These defendants deny the 14th paragraph in said 

complaint except that E. A. Doolittle, Esq., was em­

ployed to act as Attorney in behalf of the interests of ga id 

plaintiff and that certain money was received and paid

over "by him to said society with the knowledge and 

consent and by the direction of the plaintiff.

XII. That the defendants deny that the 15th and 16th 

paragraphs in said complaint except that certain money 

was paid over to said Evans by the Sister of the plaintiff 

and that said Evans received said money and that the sdn e 

was received and paid into said society.

XIII. That the defendants deny the 17th paragraph, in 

said complaint.

XIV. That the defendants deny the 18th paragraph in the 

Said complaint.

XV. That the defendants deny the 19th paragraph in the 

complaint except that the plaintiff receive three hundred, 

dollars which was paid over on her retiring from the society

that she gave a general release and receipt to said so­

ciety at the time of receiving said money.

These defendants deny the 9th and 10th paragraph

of said complaint.
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XVII. That the defendants dery the 22d paragraph of e 

complaint.

XVTTT. These defendants further answering the complaint

of the plaintiff, say; that Benjamin Gates and Robert

Valentine are the legal Trustee of the United Society of
Superintend ant

Believers called Shakers, and that Fred W. Evans is as al-
A

leged in the complaint.

XVIX. That the plaintiff was on or about the year 1863 

taken into said society educated, cared for, clothed, sup­

ported and given medical aid and assistance and nursed dur­

ing her membership in said society, when she became Twenty- 

one years of age she'voluntarily and under her own free 

act and will signed the covenant as a member of said so­

ciety, that all moneys paid into said society directly 

or indirectly through the plaintiff or received from her 

estate or interest in any estate or received by said Evans 

was with che consent and knowledge of the plaintiff and 

under agreement and understanding that the same should 

become property of said society and that she should never 

receive or make any claim upon the defendants for said 

society ftor the ®,me.

WHEREFORE these defendants demand judg­

ment that the complaint herein be dismissed with costs

P. & D. Mitchell,
Atty’ s for the plaintiff,

137 B* way,
N. Y.oity.

XVI. The defendants deny the 21st paragraph of the com­

plaint.



City and County of New York, ss:

being duly sworn s ays;
(Mjl

that he is tAo—eXainti.^j: in the above entitled actio n; 

that he has read the foregoing ccew^iaHtnt herein, and knows 

the contents thereof, and that the same is true of his 

own knowledge, except as to the matters therein stated 

to be alleged on information and belief, and as to these 

matters he believes it to be true.

S vrn r*r' ^ r*ck rn a + 1*^ t r« •

£m'/ t /^cj ^ J



/oL>-y I I &

P. & D.. MITCHELL,
Attorneys for

137 Broadwat,
NEW YORK.
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CHy and county of Nsv; York.

MARY CHARLOTTE PYRDSALL

;*gains %

cats sB s H J A i'l.X N
,nd Ors

Th$ DofOTdantg Trusteos-otc. appearing in this

action by a T>. r,5itlc.h'Jl', for answer to the cociplaint 

heroin, aliegs; nxid aver

C. The d of end .<nts adriit the 1st paragraph in said oorr- 

pl aint n>«nt ionart.

IT. That' as to th^ paragraph of said complaint they

admit th^at the plaintiff v/as placed by her Pathsr in said 

society at that time and bec^n# a itioraibes* of sp.id society 

and \k- * oaacated by the ^arne, but deny that she received

no compensation but her support.

TIT. That these defendants deny the 8d paragraph of said 

complaint and allege and aver, that the covenant menr.ion- 

ed therein was signed by the plaintiff t after being road 

and fidly explained to her ) as her own free act and will. 

TV. That these defttdants deny the Oth paragraph of said 

complaint.

V. That these defendants deny that they have any knowledge 

or information sufficient to farm a belief as to the 7th 

paragraph of the complaint.

VT« These defendants admit the t*th paragraph of the com­

plaint .



VTT. These defend an Us deny the Oth and 10th paragraph 

of aaid complaint.

VITT. These defendants deny the 11th paragraph of said 

oopplaint.

IX. These defendants deny the 12th paragraph of said com­

plaint.

X. These defendants deny that they have any knowledge 

or information sufficient to form a belief ns to the 

13th paragraph of the complaint.

XT, These defends nts deny the 14th paragraph in said 

complaint except that E. A. Doolittle, Esg. , was em­

ployed to act as Attorney in behalf of the interests of said 

plaintiff and that certain mo ey was received and paid 

over by him to said society with the knowledge and 

consent* and by tho direction of &he plaintiff,

XTT. That the defendants deny that the 15th and 1(3th 

paragraphs in said complaint except that certain money 

was paid over to said Evans by the sister of th plaintiff 

and that said Evans received said money and that the sane 

was received and paid into said society.

XTTT. That the defendants deny (die 17th paragraph, in 

said complaint.

XTv. That the defendants deny the 18th paragraph in the 

aid complaint.

XV. That the defendants d any the 19th paragraph in the 

complaint except that the plaintiff receive three hundr^ 

dollars which was paid over on her retiring from th 3 society

that she gave a general release and receipt to said so­

ciety at the time of receiving said money.
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XYT. Th-J d-sfsndants dany the kilst paragraph of the coca- 

plaint.

XVTT. That ths defendants dery the 22d paragraph of In e 

copiplaint,

IXVTTT. These def nd&ms further answer L;xi the cPinplaint

of the plaintiff, say; that Benjamin Oates and Robert

Yalentine are the legal Trustee of she United Society of
Superint andan t

Believers called Shakers, and that Fred W. Kvans is as al­

leged in the complaint.

XVTX. ‘ That the plaintiff was on or about the year 1903 

taken into said society educated, oared for, clothed, sup­

ported and given medical aid and assistance and nursed dur­

ing her''Membership in said society, when she becsjooe Twenty- 

one years of age she voluntarily anc. a ider her own free 

act and will signed the covenant as a member of said so­

ciety, that ail moneys paid inio said society directly 

or indirectly through the plaintiff or received from her 

estate "or interest in any nutate or received by said Svans 

vras with the consent and knowledge of the plaintiff and 

under agreement an'd understanding that the same shot Id 

become property of said society and that she should never 

receive or make any claim upon the defendants for said 

society tfor the same.

?! H S R !? F n R K these defendants demand judg-

that the complaint herein be dismissed with costs

?. & D. Mitchell,
A tty* s for the plaintiff,

137 B’ way,
v. Y.nity.

*
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City and county of Nor York, ss:
S’et^u being duly sworn, says; that he is

o^c
ts&fcpXujUiJtiCr in the above entitled action; that he has 

read tho Toregoing herein, and knows the contents

thereof, and that the s-vne is true ofhis own knowledge,

//>

except as to the matters therein stated to be alleged on 

information and belief, and as to those matters he believes 

it to be true.

Sworn to before ine this ;
: Penjainin Gates.

day of

A



Due service of a copy of the within is hereby

/«r*
admitted this............................................................... day of
...2^^^^.............. 188/7

Attorney s for

h.......

Okay (c/coJzfcj

against

rr *£

---------------------------------------------------------- ^----------------------------------------------------------------------

liuiticc of 'i’viiti.

P. & D. MITCHELL,
Attorneys for Aft A rrAt.

No. 137 Broadway, N. Y.

H
l

do
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Notice.—559. John Polhemus, Printer and Mf'g Stationer, 102 Nassau St., N. Y.

A J
Cl . ' f ) ill fl( t<< Cv LO/tg'rZ-

Qlta /L<y lo U O ( ■> lltjA.C 'f&C.l C

(J

U oJL

Plaintiff
against

' ^( /hr {>W C

Ci ^L f { (e f «!_ V O

Defendant s

Notice of Trial.

/{j i <?
gkasje to talue Stoticje^ That the issue.... (ff-..f,f in this action

fi (yuacfe /« L'N*. £ j
will be brought to Trial, and^M^a^OTaMaiMi therein, at.. (.1. J^rt < a / /ii.t *<.....Pf......
..//ri; sTs** <>, l................................................ appointed to be held in and for the County

of QlM4fr^..,6±Aj............. at the {c# H.<’ h ('t ( ..... f '// f/ l'K

on the-...........ZffR..... /IJJLLL...day of.....ClAaIL......//2Jp........................ o’clock, in the

forenoon of that day, or as soon thereafter as Counsel.qan be heard.
P£.Dated the.... ........ ■......./Z day of.

T O........j/. Wo i f.......... .....Esq ) R & D. MITCHELL,

Attorney for /
JJ* C Ah c r* c^f< *> {'■■A

or. A. k.

Attorneys for /C’?sScuJtff 

No. 137 Broadway, N. Y.



*t>^M
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I

SUPREME OOUTlT*

X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-X-M-JI-X -X-3C-aC«-Jt-X*-^
.........................................• • •• •• -...............................................)

MARY CHARLOTTE 3YRDSALL )
)

against )
)

BENJAMIN GATES, ROBERT j

valentine as Trustees &fi, et all
'f )

X-X-X-X-X-X -X -X-X- X-X-.X-X-X-X -X-X -4
- \ ^ ^

Please taJ;o i>oti«e tlmt the issue*of Law in this action 

will be brought to trial at a Special Tern of this Court

appointed to bo held in and for the City and County of 

New York, at the County Court HouiSe in Slid Ci .y on the 

ist Monday of April 1837, at 11 o'clock in the forenoon 

of that day or as soon theroaftor as Counsel can bo hoard

Dated 17th day of March 1387*
/

Yours &c

George H* Hart,

Attorney for Plaintiff,

346 Broadway, New York*

TO

P. & D. Mitchell,

Attorneys for Defendant 

137 Broadway, N* Y*

' I
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Subpoena Ticket.—808. John Polhemus, Printer and Mf'g Stationer, 102 Nassau St., N. V.

^XirttVC .Of <V (liiCiil Vtt of ^ttflpo CVIt\^ To you directed and herewith shown,

arc ©mtxmatulct^ That all and singular business and excuses being laid aside, you be and
appear in your proper person beforeyiV#>v. /p. /Qwnrg<rtQ£,

Ch-Y - r &-* /* <*Y Qt* /fin A jQL/b Gc^lJLj>

oCe^rx^-A^j
O^l^yCAUt. _ &<-2y "V* t C <- < c / S ^r f e'

011 the...*^ __ day of.. .......... \%£3L, aty^...?rro,eloeeloek in the

..noon, to testify all and singular what you may know in a certain action now pending

^ * (7

defendant

on the part of the ..............  And for a failure to attend, you will lie deemed

guilty of a contempt or Court, and liable to pay all loss and damages sustained thereby to the party 

aggrieved, and forfeit Fifty Dollars in addition thereto.

........... i8.Z^Dated the--------------

T.. Ctri7.>-^^A

-...... ...day of.

By the Court.
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Supreme Oourt of the State of New York 
County of New York.

MARY CHARLOTTE BYRDSALL
-VS-

BENJAMIN OATES ani others.

cause*

mgmWt

®I8tea
iKvmm mm
... F^-4 
Ws8tk&waBk

Gentlemen;
You will please take notice that you are required 

to produce upon the trial of this action all letters and 
other communications, sent, by Mrs* Josie Lockwo'od, to the 
defendant Evans, and taken possession ofby the defendants 
between the first day of January 1875, ad the 31st day of Dec 
ember 1877 relating to the matters and questions in this

Also all oti er documents, letters, books, papers, and 
writings whatsoever, in the control of the defendants con­
taining any entry memorandum or other matter in any wise 
relating to the matters in question in this cause, and upon 
your failure to produce the same secondary or par ol eviden­
ce of the contents thereof, will be given*

Dated N*Y. June I5th 1888*
Yours etc*

George H Har*
Atty for plaintiff

Post Office and Office address 346 Broadway N.Y. oity 
To P&D Mitchell Ssqs*
Attyy for defts*

u—i •* ■i
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -

maky Charlotte byrdsall,

-Against -
BENJAMiME GATES, and ROBERT 

VALRETIME, as trustees of 

the Uni tel Society cf Believers

palled Sh-akers, Fred. W, Evans Elder 

Super in i ci dent ar.d Manager cf the North 

Family of the Society of Believers 

C tii 1 e 0 oh C k c; r s.

too rein v.ii-hout noli

•(.. entitled action having been settled, it is hereby',

the same be discontinued without costs to either- part

ether and that an order to thai effect may be- entered

• notice.

/^yf
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