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MEMORIAL.

To the Honorable

The undersigned, in behalf of the Order of the United 
Society of Believers, or Shakers, composed of eighteen 
distinct communities, and located in seven of the states of 
the Union, respectfully ask for the exemption from service 
of such members of their society as may he drafted under 
the act entitled “An act for enrolling and calling out the 
national forces, and for other purposes,” for the following 
reasons:

This application involves a matter of very small practi­
cal importance to the government, inasmuch as the whole 
number of members of the Society subject to the con­
scription in all the communities does not exceed one hun­
dred and ninety; from which number, after deducting those 
of foreign birth and physical disability, not more than 
seventy would remain among whom the draft could take 
effect.

First.—That non-resistance is a primary and funda­
mental part of their doctrine, and is held by the society as 
imperatively binding upon them in every relation in life.

Second.—That non-participation in the concerns of 
earthly governments is also a cardinal point of their reli­
gious faith, and its observance equally incumbent upon 
them.

Third.—Because the members of the society have con­
secrated themselves, their property and services to reli­
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gious and charitable purposes. Your petitioners would 
therefore respectfully refer to that provision of the Con­
stitution which declares that “ Congress shall make no 
law for the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof.”

Fourth.—That in all the affairs of life, without excep­
tion, their practice has hitherto been and is in the strictest 
conformity to the above doctrine, in which they differ 
from many professedly non-resistant societies of this 
country.

Fifth.—That recognizing the justice of their claims for 
exoneration from military duty, the Legislature of the 
State of New York for nearly half a century, and other 
states, for many years, have, by declaratory acts, exempted 
the Society from personal service, and all other military 
requirements.

Sixth.—That while the members of the Society could not, 
without the greatest violence to conscience and doctrine, 
render personal service, they are equally restrained from 
furnishing moneys for the special object of supplying sub­
stitutes; for this, in their estimation, changes only the 
individual, and not the character of the act. Passing over 
this, however, they can equitably claim exemption on 
other grounds; that large amounts of money are now in 
the national treasury, which by law belong to the Society, 
through those who served in the wars of the revolution, 
and of 1812, uniting subsequently with the Society; hut 
who were not permitted by it to draw their pensions and 
bounty lands, and have never done so. These sums 
amount in the aggregate to $439,733. (See Schedule A, 
for facts.)

Before referring at more length to the above reasons, 
your petitioners desire to say that the Society have now, 
and at all times and under all circumstances, rendered the 
most unquestioning obedience to the civil laws; and hold 
in the truest respect the wise and equitable government of



3

the country. And further; in offering these reasons, your 
petitioners disclaim, in behalf of the Society, the least dispo­
sition to screen themselves, from their share of the public 
burthens. On the contrary, they can safely point to the 
past for evidence of their promptness in meeting all taxes 
assessed upon their property, and the liberal part they have 
taken in responding to the demands of charity and public 
benevolence. They fully admit the necessity in the •present 
condition of mankind of an external government, and of 
the prompt enforcement of its laws; yet, after thus con­
ceding to others the right of physical force, they claim for 
themselves that their conviction, that war is wrong in 
principle and unchristian in practice, is as binding on 
their consciences as is the opposite belief upon others; 
and that, under the laws of a free government, it should be 
equally respected. The Society believe that Christ has 
called it, in this respect, in a peculiar manner, to follow 
his precept and example, which is founded upon the princi­
ple of duty to God, and peace and good will to man. 
Devoting itself wholly to religious and charitable purposes, 
its members believe that all military laws are opposed in 
spirit to the purpose of the Prince of Peace, who “ came 
not to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.” This doc­
trine of non-resistance is carried by them with scrupulous 
exactness into all the affairs of life. They will in nowise 
injure their fellow creatures ; and even when smitten, will 
not smite in return — much less learn the art of war, or 
shed human blood under any pretext; preferring rather 
to suffer wrong than to do wrong, should it even involve 
the loss of their physical life. Community, therefore, 
assumes no risk of collision, either private or public, so 
far as they are concerned.

The second reason urged for exemption, namely, non­
participation in matters of government, is in a practical 
sense entirely peculiar to this Society. Other organiza­
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tions may teach it in theory, but fail in practice. It is now 
nearly one hundred years since the establishment of the 
United Society in this country. During that whole period 
its members have totally abstained from voting, or being 
voted for, or taking any part in elections, or other political 
manifestations, bio civil office, either of profit, trust or 
honor, has been held by any member thereof; nor has 
any influence, direct or otherwise, been exerted by them 
in the management of municipal, state, or national afiairs. 
It has maintained inviolate its strictly religious character, 
and only asks to he treated as such by the government. 
It has subserved the cause of good order and morals, by 
preserving peace and unity within its own families, and 
amity with all with whom business and other relations 
have brought it in contact. By their industry, and united 
and organized labor, they have added to the public wealth 
far beyond the ability of the same number of members 
acting individually. The resulting advantages of their 
enterprise and capital adds materially to the aggregate 
valuations of the country. They provide, at their own 
expense, for educating children connected with the Society, 
tor support of their aged and infirm, and, in addition, 
meet promptly the assessments for maintenance of the 
public paupers, the orphan, the hospital patient, and other 
public charities, and the civil establishment, at the same 
time distributing, with no ungenerous hand, voluntary 
contributions to various objects justified by their faith.

The third reason adduced, while resting on a clear con­
stitutional basis, is further sustained by the principle al­
ways recognized in this government of exempting from 
taxation the property of churches and other religious and 
charitable institutions. As the Society is conspicuous for 
devoting its property wholly to religious and charitable 
objects, your petitioners hope and believe that your ex­
cellency will regard it as a conclusive reason for exemp­
tion.
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The fourth reason urged, will, it is hoped, prove suffi­
cient ground for excepting the memhers of this Society 
from the operation of the act. For, while some other 
organization may, in theory, claim to be non-comhatants 
and non-participants, yet in practice, it is believed they 
will be found to be otherwise. It is a well known fact 
that this is the only Society or people on this continent, if 
not in the world, who have successfully maintained for 
almost a century the system of community of property ; 
and it is likewise the fact that they are the only people 
who have through the entire period of their history kept 
wholly aloof from the concerns of government and taking 
any part in political movements. The undersigned there­
fore claim, that in exempting the members of the Socie­
ty, no other class or organization could justly or consist­
ently ask exoneration on the same ground.

The ffth reason urged will, it is hoped, have much weight 
with your honor. Hew York, Maine, Hew Hampshire, 
Massachusetts and Kentucky, and other States, long ago 
recognized the claims of conscience, enacting laws exon­
erating the members of the Society from all military 
requirements, not only without the public disapproval, but, 
it is believed, with its positive approbation. Their exemp­
tion at this time, therefore, would be no innovation, but in 
strict conformity to law and usage of half a century, while 
the opposite course would not only be a great hardship to 
the Society, but is not demanded by the public at large.

The sixth reason urged is that while the payment of the 
exemption money would free such members as might be 
drafted, yet it would be a recognition by them of their 
obligation to aid directly in making war; and, therefore, 
speaking with all due respect, would be an offence of the 
most solemn character to their consciences. It may be 
known to your honor that there are and have been a con­
siderable number of persons who had served the country 
in the wars of the Kevolution and 1812 with valor which
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merited and received public acknowledgment; their 
wounds, too, in many cases attesting their courage; and 
who subsequently united with the Society. All these were 
entitled, hy law, to pensions and bounty lands. But these 
moneys have never been called for; though they belonged 
to the Society, as the property of its members is held in 
common. It remains in the national treasury, an earnest of 
the sincerity of the Shakers to their professions. It would 
be contrary to the doctrines of the Society and the con­
sciences of its members to have it drawn, for it could never 
consent to receive the reward of services considered by them 
opposed to the law of Christ, and by their established faith 
could be held in no other light than as the price of blood. 
The number of this class belonging to the Society in Hew 
York, Massachusetts and Maine, were eighty-three. Those 
belonging to two Societies in Kentucky have not been 
reported in time to be included herein, but would essen­
tially increase this number. The amount of pensions and 
bounties, principal and simple interest, would amount to 
no less sum than $439,733 at this present time. "While 
under the most favorable circumstances the sum that the 
government would receive for exemption of all its mem­
hers who are liable to the draft under the act, their num­
ber being not over seventy, taking the proportion to he 
drawn at one third, amounts only to $7,200; and should 
the whole number liable be drafted — a fact no wise 
probable, it is assumed—the amount of compensation 
would not exceed $21,000 — a sum amounting to but four 
and a half per cent of the aggregate of the moneys referred 
to now in the national treasury. Your petitioners, in be­
half of the Society, respectfully urge the strong equity of 
considering the sum thus left in the public treasury, as an 
equivalent, at least, for any money that might be claimed 
as due from any members of the Society under the act 
referred to. The accompanying documents will give the 
names and other essential facts relating to this subject.
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While the members of the Society humbly own their 
gratitude to God for the many privileges they enjoy, and 
partaking as they do in the priceless blessings of free in­
stitutions, yet following the light vouchsafed to them with 
scrupulous care, and from their earliest history abstaining 
from participation in political affairs and commercial and 
other speculations, they do not feel the same obligation to 
respond to the call of the government to put down, with 
force of arms, an insurrection growing out of political dif­
ferences and commercial intercourse, as rests upon other 
members of the national commonwealth, who have enjoyed 
the honors, emoluments and other immediate advantages 
derived from an active or partial participation in the poli­
tical affairs of the country. In offering this reason, all 
disposition to call in question the wisdom and justice of 
the measures of the government in its efforts to restore 
order to society and respect for the laws, is disclaimed. 
On the contrary no portion of the community holds the 
officers of government in higher respect than your peti­
tioners and the members of this Society, but the status of 
the Society affords the best ground for placing them in 
the same category with residents of foreign birth, as yet 
non-naturalized. These enjoy to the full, every advantage 
of our institutions enjoyed by the Society, and are, at the 
same time, exempt from draft. In some states, it is true, 
they are not permitted to transfer real estate without spe­
cial authority of the legislature, but as the granting of this 
is merely a matter of form no hardship can be experienced 
in that direction.

In conclusion your petitioners hope that the reasons 
they have here presented will be sufficient to obtain the 
exemption of the members of the Society from the opera­
tion of the conscription act. The radical nature of their 
doctrinal and conscientious scruples, vital to their faith, 
against taking up arms or taking part in controversies and 
business affairs of the world; their strictly religious cha­
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racter; unswerving integrity to their principles ; sincerity, 
as evinced by allowing large sums belonging to their 
members to remain in the national treasury; the well 
established practice of exempting them from all operation 
of military law; and the manifest intent of the framers of 
the Constitution to throw its protecting aegis over just 
such organizations as theirs, are briefly the points. We 
have no hesitation in assuring you that their history in 
the future will be as free from any act that may bring re­
proach upon the American name as in the past: and that 
in common with all good citizens their petitions will 
ascend to the Throne of the Ruler of Nations for the pro­
tection of yourself and those who with you are charged with 
the weighty cares and responsibilities now devolving upon 
you, and to preserve to future ages the Union and institu­
tions which a good Providence gave to our forefathers, 
and for more than three quarters of a century has pro­
tected in its integrity.

With due respect,

Cap NO* Ufi
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CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION ON ACCOUNT OF ALIENAGE.

I, ....................................................................of................................................................. County

of....................... ............................ State of................................................................. having

been enrolled under the provisions of an Act of Congress “ for enrolling and calling out 

the National Forces,” &c., approved March 3, 1863, as liable to perform military duty in 

the service of the United States, hereby certify that I am not legally subject to such 

liability, and for the following reasons.

1st. That I am an Alien, and subject to

2d. I came to the United States................................................................. and have since

then resided in............................................................................................

3d. I have never voted in, or declared my intention of becoming a citizen of the 

United States.

We, the subscribers, of the County and State above mentioned, hereby

certify that we have such knowledge of said ....................................................................and of

the facts above stated, as to leave no doubt in our minds as to the truth of his statement.

ss.

Personally appeared before me, the above named

..................................................................................................................................................and

severally made oath that the above certificates are correct and true, to the best of their 

knowledge and belief.

Justice of the 1’care.

,186 .)

Dated at

this........... day of



Form 2(3.

Certificate of a Parent that he or she desires one of his or her sons exempted.

I, the subscriber, the father (or mother) of

and , residents of......................................................... ,

.........................................................county, State of....................................................................... ,

hereby certify that I am aged and infirm, and that I am dependent for support on the 

labor of my two sons, above named ; and that I elect that my son

, shall be exempt from the operations of the 

act of Congress, “ for enrolling and calling out the national forces,” &c., approved 

March 3, 1863.

We, the subscribers, do hereby certify that the above named..............

is aged and infirm, and dependent on the labor of

sons for support.

Personally appeared before me, the above named........................................

...................................................................... and ...................................................................... and

severally made oath that the above certificates are correct and true, to the best of their 

knoAvledge and belief.

Justice of the Peace.

Dated at , 3

this ........... day of , 186 . )

Noth 1.— 1 he first certificate must he signed by the parent making the election, and the second by two respectable citizens 
(heads of families) residents of the town, county, or district in which the persons reside, and sworn to before a magistrate. In 
case the father is deceased, the certificate is to be signed by the mother, and the fact of the father’s death is to be stated by the 
person certifying.

Norn 2.—This certificate is to be used only in cases where the labor of the person claiming exemption is actually necessary 
lor the support of the persons dependent on him. The exemption does not apply in cases where there is sufficient property to 
yield support, and the necessary business for collecting the income can be transacted by agents, trustees, or the like.



Form 27.

Certificate that the person liable to draft is the only brother of a child or children dependent
on his labor for support.

I, the subscriber,.............................................................................................being liable to

draft into the service of the United States, hereby make affidavit that I am the only

brother of.........................................................................under 12 years of age, having neither

father nor mother, and dependent on my labor for support.

We, the subscribers,......................................................... and

residents of , ..........................................................county, State

of , hereby certify that......................................................... who

is liable to draft, is the only brother of..............................................................., under 12 years

of age, having neither father nor mother, and dependent on his labor for support.

Personally appeared before me, the above named.......................................

.......................................................................and ........................................................................and

severally made oath that the above certificates are correct and true, to the best of their 

knowledge and belief.

Dated at

tins.............day of.

Justice of the Peace.

186

Noth 1.—'Ihis certificate is to be used only in cases where the labor of the person claiming exemption is actually necessary 
for the support of the persons dependent on him. The exemption does not apply in cases where there is sufficient property to 
yield support, and the necessary business can be transacted for collecting the income by agents, trustees, or the like.

Noth 2.—'ihe first certificate must he signed by the person claiming exemption, and the second by two respectable persons 
(heads of familiesj resident in the same town, county, cr district with the person for whom exemption is claimed.



Form 28.

vp-

Certificate that two members of the family of the person liable to draft, are already in the
military service of the United States.

We, the subscribers,......................................................... and.................................

residents of......................................................... , .......................................................... county, State

of ................................................  , hereby certify that two members of the family and

household of................................................................... county and State above mentioned, are

in the military service of the United States, as non-commissioned officers, musicians or 

privates.

Personally appeared before me, the above named 

.................................................................. and ................ and

severally made oath that the above certificate is correct and true, to the best of their 

knowledge and belief.

Justice of the Peace.

Dated at.............

this............day of , 186

Note 1.—This is only intended to apply where the members of the family claiming exemption reside in the same family. 
If any of the members reside elsewhere, and have gone into the military service of the United States, no exemption on that 
account can be claimed.

Note 2.—This certificate must be signed by one of the parents, if there be any; if not, by two respectable persons abends 
of families) resident in the same town, county, or district with the person for whom exemption is claimed.



Certificate that the person liable to draft is the father of motherless children, under 

12 years of age, dependent on his labor for support.

............................................................................................... the subscriber, being liable to

draft into the service of the United States, hereby make affidavit that I am the father

motherless child , under 12 years of age, and dependent on
my labor for support.

We, the subscribers,....................................................... and

residents of

°f , hereby certify that...........

father of motherless children under 12

on his labor for support.

..................county, State

................................................ is

years of age, and dependent

Personally appeared before me, the above named

.......................................................................and ........................................................................and
severally made oath that the above certificates are correct .and true, to the best of their 

knowledge and belief.

Dated at............

this ............day of.

Justice of the Peace.

Note. Ihe first certificate must be signed by the person claiming exemption, and the second by two respectable persons 
(heads of familiesj resident in the same town, county, or district with the person for whom exemption is claimed.



Form 30.

CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION ON ACCOUNT OF UNSUITABLENESS
OF AGE.

C............................................................................................... of ...................................

county, State of................................................. , having been

enrolled under the provisions of an act of Congress, “for enrolling and calling out the 

national forces,” &c., approved March 3, 1863, as liable to perform military duty in the 

service of the United States, hereby certify that I am not legally subject to such liability, 

and for the following reason :

That I am....................................................................years of age.

We, the subscribers,......................................................... and

of the town, county, and State above mentioned, hereby certify that the above statement

°f ’s age is correct and true to the best of our knowledge

and belief.

Personally appeared before me, the above named.................................................

...................................................................... and ................................................................... and

severally made oath that the above certificates arc correct and true, to the best of their 

knowledge and belief.

Dated at

this .........day of.

Justice of the Peace.

Norn 1. Ihe certificate in regard to age is, in all cases where practicable, to be signed by the parents oi'the person claiming 
exemption, and the requirements specified in the regulations arc to be adhered to. The blank space in the certificate to indicate 
the age of the person is to be filled as follows:

That I am “under twenty” years of age.
1 hat I am “ ovmt Tiiikty-fiyn years of age, “ axd married,”
1 hat I am “ over forty-pi ye ” years of age, according to the facts in the case.

Non: - .—In case the certificate is not signed by the parents, the fact of age must be certified to by two respectable persons 
(heads of families) resident m the same town, county, or district with the person for whom exemption is claimed, and the 
requirements of paragraph Gl, Regulations, &c., must be complied with.


