
Cleveland, Ohio.
v.

June 9th, 1926.

Eldress Emma Neale,
Mt. Lebanon,
Columbia County,
New York.

My dear Eldress

I got in touch with Mr. Cathcart today and 
found he did not stop at Lebanon as he intended. We nave 
some fine people interested but who do not care to come on 
till they get a complete description of the property. They 
would like to know if all the Mt. Lebanon property can be 
purchased (North Family and other property remaining), what 
stock there is,what the acreage is, how much timber and mead­
ow land,the number of buildings,size and condition they are 
in and also what the assessed value is. Can you also tell 
if the Watervliet property is for sale and give description 
if it is? These people a.re the Van Sweringens who bought the 
Shaker property in Cleveland here, and who control a number 
of large railroads. Therefore, if they take an interest you 
candepend that you will be treated fairly and the purchase 
will be cash. Mr. Cathcart I am sure will recommend them high­
ly and you can be sure that if they do business you will be 
fortunate.

If you have any blue prints or maps showing the 
property and buildings, it would be desirable. As soon as this 
information reaches me, we vail see that it will not be long 
before they will come and arrange terms with you. It w;ould be 
extremely desirable to buy the tract as a whole in order to 
market it in a desirable manner, such as for school purposes 
or gentlemen's farm estates.

Hoping you will get this information and that 
we can reach an early agreement and sale, I remain

Yours,

Fred. M. Seiverd 
#330 St. Regis Hotel,
E. 82nd & Euclid Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio.



After 5 days, return to 
GEO. McCLELtLAN, 

Box 257,
CHATHAM, N. Y.

Miss Emma J. Neale,
Mt. Lebanon, *Tew York.



LAW OFFICE OF
GEO. MCCLELLAN 

CHATHAM. N. Y.

Tuesday

My dear Emma:
When I left Mr. Gulden at Canaan after coming from your place 
he told me he had to go to New York on Sunday and had several 
days of important work, but he was very much taken up with 
the idea of disposing of your property. At least he seemd to 
mnt to get a try at it. I told him if he would let me 
know when he was coming to Canaan again that if it was convenient 
for you I would bring him up and he could go over matters a little 
more* He realized his disadvantage the (trther day with his 
Silent Partner but it couldn’t be helped. She will not have to 
come again. She means all right and is always trying to help 
some one, but is 'nigh impossible herself.

Of course all real estate men have a game of talk as they say, 
and this man may be praising himself, but he claims to have 
put over some good things among peopple of wealth, and it is 
some one or ones with money that we will have to get to take 
your property.
Mr. Gulden took your name and address, don't know whether he means 
to write you. I do not know his New York address, but if he does 
not cmie back to Canaan soon, will look it up and write him for 
you.

Yours, as ever,
Nora.

rff> cU/Uiyv^ 7 \
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F. S. Stoepel & Co.
30 EAST -43"? STREET 

N E W Yo R K

*

£*T.mDl. Mil' Miq

Miss Emma J. Neale,

Lebanon, Columbia County, 

N ew York .



F. S. Stoepel. Si- Co.
TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL7OS0 

CABLE ADD RESS"STO EPEL”

30 East 42nd street

N ew York

October 6, 1927

Miss Emma J. Neale,
Mt. Lebanon, Columbia Co. il. Y.

My dear Miss Neale

We have your memorandum of sizes of 
buildings and would suggest that you also forward us the 
dimensions on the following buildings which you have not 
given us:

1 - Frame horse barn
2 - frame cowi barns
1 - Frame barn, small
1 - Frame dairy house
1 - Frame store house & work shop
2 - Frame workmen’s dwellings
1 - Small school house
6 - Frame buildings
2 - Cottages in good condition
1 - Cottage in poor condition

Is our understanding correct that ^rou 
want to exclude some of these buildings should you make a 
sale? If so, would you be good enough to let us know 
which houses you will retain s o we can leave them out of 
our appraisal.

With kind personal regards,

Very truly yours,

F. S. STOEPEL & CO.

By

DBM:VQ
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F. M. beiverd
2200 Prospect avenue, S. e.

CLEVELAND

!

r vj.N0VI2 'i

• / v. .
Miss Emma J. Neale,

Church Family, Mt. Lebanon, 

Columbia County,

New York

M

f 7X2



MEIvlORAI'TDUf/i

November 12, 1928.

Dear Miss Neale:-
Robert H. TannaMll of Detroit is a wealthy man who is a connoiseur 

of all kinds of antiques, both American and European. He is also a curator of the Detroit 
Museum, and a buyer for a large number of America's richest men.

In the near future—very likely this week—he expects to visit Mt. Lebanon 
and look over the village in detail. Mr. Lawrence G. King is a friend of Mr. fanna- 
hill's, and he (King) told Tannahill about Mt. Lebanon. Tannahill knows that King 
has never met you and that King learned about Mt. Lebanon from me, and by driving 
through there last summer.

Tannahill may or may not say that he represents Mr. Ford, but he is 
coming down especially to look over Mt. Lebanon, and he will get in touch with you.
I think it will be perfectly all rigjit for you to show him around, and point out 
eveiything of interest, especially the natural beauty and the historical aspects 
of the place, and then suggest to Mm that it might be a fine thing for some rich 
man to take over and preserve for future generations of Americans the whole of 
this quaint community. Plant the idea and nourish it; ask Mm to turn it over in 
his own mind and consider the possibilities and advantages, but do not try to 
urge Mr. Tannahill too strenuously. Be sure and show him anything of antique 
value, as he is keenly interested in such things.

If Tannahill likes the place he will go directly to Mr. Ford, to 
whom he is related, and I know that %■. Ford will go a long way on his recom­
mendation. Please keep Mr. King's name out of the conversation because he never 
commercializes his acquaintance with either of the Fords.

Veiy truly yours,
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The Church. Fainilyis one of the four families of the 
Shalcers which comprise the Shaker Village. This settlement is 
on the hillside overlooking the Lebanon Valley, at Mt.
Lebanon, about one mile from the village of Hew Lebanon, Columbia 
County, New York. Each family has a separate group of buildings.

The State Roa.d, from Albany, N.Y. to Pittsfield, Mass, 
as it runs over what is called Lebanon Mountain, is about a quarter 
of amile aboull the vtllage buildings. The old road to Pittsfield 
formerly went through the village and this road is also open now 
from the State Hoad at New Lebanon to the State Hoad near the top 
of the mountain. There is also a side road running from the 
center of the village to the State Road, at New Lebanon.

Number of acres in Church Family, about 2000.
Most of the land is tilliable, with several orchards.
Between the Church Family and the State Road is a spendid 
nsugar maple grove.
Elevation of the Shaker Village 1000 ft. at center.

1200 at upper end and
mountain rises to height of 3000 ft.

The hillside slopes to the southwest and this village gets 
sunlight rpost of the day. The summers are seldom hot.
Transportation-

Busses on state road, to Albany or Pittsfield.
Busses to Bennington and Chatham.
Rutland R. R trains to Chatham and Bennington,

connecting with Boston & Albany and Harlem Div­
ision of New York Central, at Chatham, and at 
Petersburgh Junction, with Boston and Maine R. R.

At Canaan, N.Y. six miles away, one may take Boston
and Albany and Harlem Division trains.
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The Church family is one of the four fsmiles of 
Shakers which com.rise the Shaker Village. This settlement is 
on the hillside overlooking the Lebanon Valley, at Yt. Lebanon 
Columbia County, New York. Each family has a separate grout) 
of buildings.

The rtate Load from Albany, N.Y. to Pittsfield, .ass, as 
it runs over what is called Lebanon Mountain, is about a quarter 
of a mile above the village buildings. The old road to 
Pittsfield formerly went through the village and this road is 
also open now from the State Load at New Lebanon to the State 
Load ne»r the top of the mountain. There is also a side road 
running from the center of the village to the State Road at hew 
Lebanon.

Number of acres in Church Family about 2?SO.
Most of the land if tillable, with several orchards.
Between the Church Family and the "t te Road is a orlendid
sugar maple grove.
Elevation of the Shaker Village 10YO ft. at center

1200 ft. at uoper end 
Mountain rises to height of 3000 ft.

The hillside slopes to the southwest and the village
gets sunlight most of the day. The summers are seldom
hot.

Transportation.

Busses on state road, to Albany or Pittsfield.
Busses to Bennington or Chatham,
Rutland R. R. trains to Chatham and Bennington,

connecting with Boston and Albany and Harlem 
Division of Mew York Central, at Chatham, and 
with Boston and Maine R. R. at Petersburgh Jet.

At Canaan, N.Y. six miles away, one may take Boston
and Albany and Harlem Division trains.
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The Church Family is one of the four families of the 
Shakers which comprise the Shaker Village. This setttoent 
is on the hillside overlooking the Lebanon Valley, at vt. 
Lebanon, about pne mile from the village of 'lew Le anon, 
Columbia County Lew York. Each family has a separate group 
of buildings. '

The Stole Hoad, from Albany, V.Y. to Pittsfield, 
Mass, as it runs *^er what is called Lebanon fountain is 
about a quarter of a mile above the; village buildings* The 
old road to Pittsfield fromerly went, through the village and 
this road is also open nor from the State Load at nets Lebanon 
to the State Load near the top of the mountain. There is 
also a side road running fr r the center of the village to 
the State Hoad.

Number of acres in Church Family about 2000.
Most of the land is tillable - with several orcha r&g
Between the Church Family and the State Road is a 

splendid maple sugar grove.
Elevation of Shaker village 1000 ft. at center.

1200 ft. at u^oer end 
nd mountain rises to height of 3000 ft.

The hiilsdie slopes to the southwest and this village 
gets sunlight most of the day. The summers are seldom hot.

Water is piped to buildings from reservoirs, arid the 
eu ply is always abundant.

Transportation-

Burses on state road to Albany or Pittsfield. 
Buses to Bennington and Chatham.

Rutland R. V trains to Chatham and Bennington, 
connecting with Boston and Albany and Harlem 
Division of the re®' York Central at Chatham, and 

at Petersburgh Junction with Boston and ’ al-ie.

At Canaan, r.Y. six miles away. one may take 
Boston and Albany and Harlem Division trains.
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Church Family Buildings 
Mt. Lebanon,N.Y.

Large frame meeting House or Church.
1 Large brick dwelling house, ( 5 stories and attic) 
1 frame guest house and office building.
1 frame hospital 
1 frame laundry and work shop
1 frame horse barn
2 frame cow barns
1 frame barn, small 
1 frame dairy house
1 frame store house and work shop
2 frame workmen's dwellings.
1 small brick building
1 la,rge brick work shop 
1 small school house

The buildings of the Medical bepartment are situated
about a quarter of a mile from the above buildings and consist
of

6 frame buildings 
2 cottages in good condition 
1 cottage in poor condition.



Ciiurch Family Buildings 
Mt. Lebanon^ N.Y.

Large Frame Meeting House or Church.
1 Large Brick dwelling house ( 5 stories and attic.)

1 frame guest house and office building.

1 frame hospital 
1 frame laundry and work shop
1 frame horse barn
2 frame cow barns
1 frame barn, small 
1 frame dairy house
1 frame stord house and work shop
2 frame workments dwellings.
1 small brick building
1 large brick work shop
1 small school house

The buildings of the Medical Department are situated 
about a quarter of a mile from the above buildings and 
c onsist of
6 frame buildings.
2 cottages in good condition 
1 cottage n poor condition.


