


BEFORE THE ASSESSORS OP THE TOW OP HEW LEBANON, 

The United S o c i e t y of B e l i e v e r s , commonly c a l l e d Shakers, 

cons ider ing i t s e l f aggrieved "by the assessment and v a l u a t i o n 

p laced "by your honorable "board upon i t s r e a l property s i t u a t e 

in the town of Hew Lebanon for the purposes of the annual 

assessment and t a x l e v i e d t h e r e i n for t h e year 1906, as appears 

"by the assessment r o l l now open for p u b l i c i n s p e c t i o n and about 

to be f i n a l l y completed, r e s p e c t f u l l y p r e s e n t s for your consid-

e r a t i o n the fo l lowing statement, regarding the sa id proper ty in 

sa id town and the grounds of i t s gr ievances and complaint in 

r e s p e c t t h e r e t o , and asks t h a t sa id assessment be c o r r e c t e d to 

correspond with the f a c t s as appears h e r e i n : 

F i r s t , Your p e t i t i o n e r a l l e g e s t h a t the United S o c i e t y 

of B e l i e v e r s , commonly c a l l e d Shakers i s a r e l i g i o u s corporat ion 

recognized as such in the s t a t u t e s of the S t a t e of 7Tew York, 

and d i s t i n c t l y recognized as a church in The R e l i g i o u s Corpor-

a t i o n s L a w , A r t i c l e V I I , s e c t i o n 92; and t h a t t h e r e i n the r e l i g -

ious c o n s t i t u t i o n of sa id s o c i e t y i s r e f e r r e d t o . 

Second, That in and by the r e l i g i o u s c o n s t i t u t i o n of said 

s o c i e t y , c a l l e d i t s Covenant, the o b j e c t and design of the 

church r e l a t i o n i s s t a t e d in A r t i c l e I I , s e c t i o n 1, t h e r e o f to 

be as f o l l o w s : "Ve f u r t h e r acknowledge and d e c l a r e t h a t the 

g r e a t o b j e c t , purpose and design of our u n i t i n g ourse lves t o -

gether as a church or body of people , in s o c i a l and r e l i g i o u s 

compact, i s f a i t h f u l l y and h o n e s t l y to occupy, improve and d i f -

fuse the var ious g i f t s and t a l e n t s , both of a s p i r i t u a l and tem-

pora l n a t u r e , with which Divine wisdom has b l e s t us, for the 

s e r v i c e of God, for the honor o f the Gospel, and for the mutual 

p r o t e c t i o n , support, comfort and happiness of each other as 

bre thren and s i s t e r s in the Gospel, and for such other pious and 

c h a r i t a b l e purposes as the Gospel may r e q u i r e . " 

And t h a t in sa id Covenent, i t i s f u r t h e r provided in A r t i c l e -



V I I . , s e c t i o n 1 , as f o l l o w s : "According to the f a i t h of the 

Gospel which we have r e c e i v e d and agreeable to the uniform prac -

t i s e o f the Qhurch of Chr is t from i t s f i r s t es tabl ishment in 

t h i s S o c i e t y , we covenant and agree to d e d i c a t e , devote, conse-

c r a t e and give up, and Toy t h i s Covenant we do solemnly and con-

s c i e n t i o u s l y d e d i c a t e , devote, c o n s e c r a t e and give up ourse lves 

and c e r v i c e s together with a l l our temporal i n t e r e s t to the s e r -

v i c e of God and the support and "benefit of the Church of t h i s 

community, and to such other p ious and c h a r i t a b l e purposes as 

the gospel may r e q u i r e , to "be under the c a r s and d i r e c t i o n of 

such l l d e r s , Deacons, and T r u s t e e s as are or may be appointed 

and e s t a b l i s h e d in the Church by the a u t h o r i t y a f o r e s a i d . " 

Th i rd . That the Tax Law o f the S t a t e , Art I . , s e c t i o n 4 , 

sub. d i v . 7, provides : 11 Heal p r o p e r t y of a corpora t ion or 

a s s o c i a t i o n organized e x c l u s i v e l y f o r the moral or mental im-

provement o f men or women, or for r e l i g i o u s , b i b l e , t r a c t , char-
• 

i t ab le , benevolent , miss ionary , h o s p i t a l , in f i rmary , educat ion-

a l , s c i e n t i f i c , l i t e r a r y , l i b r a r y , p a t r i o t i c , h i s t o r i c a l or cem-

e t e r y purposes, or for the enforcement o f laws r e l a t i n g to c h i l d 

ran or animals , or f o r two or more such purposes, and used ex-

c l u s i v e l y f o r carry ing out thereupon one or more o f such pur-

poses ; and the personal property of any such corpora t ion s h a l l 

be exempt from t a x a t i o n . " 

Four th . That no o f f i c e r or member of sa id s o c i e t y r e c -

e ives or i s l a w f u l l y e n t i t l e d to r e c e i v e any pecuniary p r o f i t 

from the opera t ions t h e r e o f , and t h a t no employee r e c e i v e s or 

i s l a w f u l l y e n t i t l e d to r e c e i v e any pecuniary p r o f i t from the 

operat ions t h e r e o f except ing reasonable compensation for s e r -

v i c e s in e f f e c t i n g one or more of such purposes, or as proper 

b e n e f i c i a r e s of i t s s t r i c t l y c h a r i t a b l e purposes. 

F i f t h . That the r e a l property s i t u a t e d in the town of 

Hew Lebanon appearing upon the assessment r o l l of s a i d town f o r 

the year 1906 i s used e x c l u s i v e l y for carry ing out thereupon the 

purposes se t f o r t h in the c o n s t i t u t i o n or Covenant of sa id Soc-



S i x t h . That a l l the r e a l property o f sa id Societ?*- i s 

h e l d in t r u s t for the b e n e f i t and use of the Members t h e r e o f , 

according to the r e l i g i o u s c o n s t i t u t i o n , or Covenant fof sa id 

S o c i e t y , 

Seventh. That your p e t i t i o n e r .in b e h a l f o f sa id S o c i e t y , 

c laims t h a t the sa id S o c i e t y was organized e x c l u s i v e l y f o r the 

mental and moral improvement of men and women; f o r r e l i g i o u s , 

b i b l e , c h a r i t a b l e and benevolent purposes, and f o r no other pur-

poses whatever, and the members t h e r e o f devote t h e i r time and 

s e r v i c e s to the s o c i e t y f o r such purposes , without compensat-

ion or pecuniary p r o f i t to them. 

Wherefore, your p e t i t i o n e r r e s p e c t f u l l y c la ims t h a t the 

r e a l property o f your p e t i t i o n e r appearing upon gaid assessment 

r o l l i s exempt from t a x a t i o n , pursuant to the Tax Law, A r t i c l e 1 

I , s e c t i o n 4, Sub. d iv , 7, and asks t h a t i t s assessment be cor -

r e c t e d a c c o r d i n g l y . 

Dated August 21, 1906 , 

The United S o c i e t y o f B e l i e v e r s , 

commonly c a l l e d Shakers , 

By 

T r u s t e e , 



S t a t e of Hew York, 

County of Columbia, 

being duly sworn, says that 

he i s one o f the t r u s t e e s of the United S o c i e t y o f B e l i e v e r s 

coram only c a l l e d Shakers, of the town of Hew Lebanon, sa id county 

and has charge of the m a t t e r s r e f e r r e d t o in the foregoing p e t -

i t i o n r e l a t i n g to the assessment of t a x e s l e v i e d aga ins t the 

s a i d United S o c i e t y of B e l i e v e r s , commonly c a l l e d Shakers , f o r 

the year 190o, and i s authorized to make t h i s Appl ica t ion for 

c o r r e c t i o n of Assessment> and t h a t he has read the foregoing 

p e t i t i o n and t h a t the same i s t r u e to t h e knowledge of deponent, 

except as to the m a t t e r s t h e r e i n s t a t e d to be a l l e g e d upon .in-

formation and b e l i e f , and as to those m a t t e r s he b e l i e v e s i t to 

be t r u e , 

Sworn to b e f o r e me t h i s : 

day of August, 1906 . : 




