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CJanuary 31st. 1 

Mr. Levi Shaw 

Trustee of the United Society of Shatters 

Mt. Lebanon, N . Y 

My dear Sir:- After careful examination of the rights of The 

Hew Yortt, Boston, Albany an I Schenectady Railroad Co, under the deed 

executed to it by the Trustees of your Society, dated November 15th. 

1881 and recorded in the office of the Cleric of Columbia County in 

Deed Boole Ho. 73 on pages548 we learn to our surprise that the 

corporate power and rights of this railroad Company have been pre-

served by Statute and that such Corporation is an existing, valid hail-

road Corporation and entitled to hold the land conveyed to it, 

The Corporation was organized in 1880 ani filed its map and profile 

in the office of the Cleric of this County in July 1880. Such Corpo-

ration was organized under the general Railroad Law of 1850 and such 

Act contains a provision that unless such corporation should, within 

five years after articles of incorporation were filed &c., begin the 

construction of this road and expend thereon 10/,' on the amount of its 

capital, or should not finish its road and put it in operation in ten 
Crf-

years from the time of filing its corporation as aforesaid, its cor-

porate existence and powers should cease. In 1888 this Corporation 

procured the passage of an Act by the Legislature of this state,ttnown 

as Chapter 868 of the Laws of 1388, whereby the time of the completion 

of its road was extended to the 81st day of December, 1895 and further 
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provided "that any failure to expend 10 per Centura on the amount of 

its capital or to have completed Its road within the time heretofore 

limited shall not he deemed a cause of forfeiture of its corporate 

powers". This Company again obtained a further extension .to com-

plete its road by Chapter 427 of the Laws of 1895 which provides that, 

"the time for the completion of the New York, Boston, Albany and Schen-

ectady Railroad, the company to construct which was organized under an 

act entitled' An Act to authorise the formation of Railroad Corporations 

and to regulate the same,' passed April 2nd. 1350 and the several acta 

amending the same, is hereby extended to the 31st. day of December, 

nineteen hundred and five". 

It. will therefore be seen that by these Acts of the Legislature 

the powers and rights of this Corporation have been preserved and ex-

tended until December 31st. 1905, If they shall not complete their 

road before the latter date or obtain a further extension, the Cor-

porate existence and powers of this Company will cease. So long a 

time has elapsed since the organization of this Company with nothing 

done in this County that we hardly thought it possible but what the 

Corporation had lost its corporate existence and powers. 

When you are in town we shall be pleased to see you and explain 

the matter more fully if you desire, as manifestly there can be no 

relief to your'Society under its deed at present under the existing 

circumstances to which we have called your attention. 
CriMx.0 , 

X U c + c w t f c e L G L G . d ' G 3 t c l W 4 
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HENRY S. MOUL, Hudson . 
MICHAEL ARK1S0N, Hudson. 

WILLIAN H. MALONE, Hudson. 
MARTIN L. HANER, C h a t h a m . 
JACOB RAYNOR, Greendale. 
AI10S H. PEABODY. New Lebanon. 
WILLIAH R. BENNETT, Columbiavil le . 
JAMES R. HUGHES, S t u y v e s a n t Falls. 
SAMUEL MYERS, Craryvl l le . 

GEORGE TREMAIN, Chairman. CORTEZ L. BUCKMAN, Clerh. 
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W H E R E A S , BEN J AM IN GATES and ROBERT VALENTINE, 

as Trustees of the United Society of Shakers located at 

Mount Lebanon in the County of Columbia and State of New 

York, granted and conveyed to the New York, Boston, Albany 

and Schenectady Rail Road Company by deed dated Noverrfoer 

15th. 1881, and recorded in the Clerk's Office of the Coun-

ty of Columbia in Deed Book No.79, pages 548 and 549, a 

piece of land about ninety-nine feet wide and about two 

thousand six hundred and forty feet long, containing about 

six and 6/l00 acres of land, be the same more or less, for 

the uses and purposes named and mentioned in said convey-

ance; and 

W H E R E A S , the said deed contained conditions 

in regard to the use and the time when such use of the 

lands therein described should be made by the said Rail 

Road Company; and 

W H E R E A S , by the terms of said grant it is de-

clared that on the breach of the said conditions, or either 

of them, the title to the said strip of land is to revert 

to and become the property of the said United Society of 

Shakers, their successors or assigns; and 

W H E R E A S , by deed bearing date the x U ^ c x ^ ^ t 

day of ^ 1 8 9 $ , the said United Society of 

Shakers, by Benjamin Gates and Robert Valentine as Trustees 

conveyed a farm or piece of land enclosing the said strip 

of six and 6/100 acres of land granted to the said Rail 



Road Company as aforesaid, and including the said six and 

6/1 GO acres to Laban L. Bradshav; of the City of New York, 

subject to the rights of the said Rail Road Company in said 

W H E R E A S , the said Laban L. Bradshaw has 

agreedyto pay Ninety-four Dollars ($94.00) 2efcxxXSax̂ 3S&>tffixxxx 

M S S m M x t e v m to the said United Society of Shakers in the 

event of the said Rail Road Company failing to comply with 

the conditions in the grant to them, and in the event of 

the said Laban L. Bradshaw becoming fully seized and pos-

sessed of the legal title thereto and possession thereof 

freed from any claim of the said Rail Road Company, their 

successors or assigns. 

N O W T H E R E F O R E , the said Laban L. Brad-

shaw hereby agrees to pay the said Benjamin Gates and Rob-

ert Valentine as Trustees of the United Society of Shakers 

at Mount Lebanon in the County of Columbia, State of New 

York, their successors or assigns JJ the sum of Ninety-four 

Dollars ($94.00) in lawful money when he, said Laban L. 

Bradshaw becomes seized and possessed of t . 2gal title 
A 

and possession of the said six and 6/100 acres freed from 

all claim therein or thereto or the possession thereof by 

the said The New York, Boston, Albany and Schenectady Rail 

Road Company, its successors or assigns, under or by virtue 

of the grant hereinbefore referred to, and further agrees 

that the stipulations herein shall apply to and bind his 

heirs, executors, administrators and assigns. 

six and 6/100 acres; and 
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I N W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , the parties have 

hereunto subscribed their names and affixed their seals,the 

day of 189$. 
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