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A Record of Deaths. #12,813 
Shaker Museum
Old Chatham, NY

Condition on Receipt: The quarter leather and 
decorated paper binding was extremely worn and 
abraded. The leather was broken along the joints 
and the boards were nearly detached. The sewing 
was broken in places, and several of the pages 
were detached. The pages were extremely torn, 
discolored, acidic, weak and brittle, and could 
not be handled without breaking.

Treatment: The pH was recorded before and after 
treatment. It was 3.5 before and 8.5 after. The 
volume was collated and disbound. The inks were 
tested for solubility. The head, tail and pages 
were dry cleaned and nonaqueously buffered 
(deacidified) with methoxy magnesium methyl 
carbonate solution. Tears were mended where 
necessary with Japanese paper and rice starch 
paste. The volume was post bound in full cloth.
A leather label was stamped in gold foil.

Northeast Document Conservation Center 
April 1990 
SO: JN


